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Now: Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (since 20 July 2026)

Andy Burnham is the current Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, having taken office on 20 July
2026 following Keir Starmer's resignation. His elevation from backbench MP to PM in under a month
— the most rapid in modern British history — followed his victory in the Makerfield by-election (18
June), which triggered mayoral disqualification and a Labour leadership coronation. A former
Greater Manchester Mayor (2017–2026) and cabinet minister under Gordon Brown, Burnham
represents the soft-left/social democratic wing of Labour. His premiership is defined by promises of
"the biggest changes in the last 40 years," a clean-out of Starmer-era cabinet ministers, and a
"cost-of-living government" agenda. His political philosophy, dubbed "Manchesterism", rejects
neoliberalism in favour of public ownership, devolution, and business-friendly socialism.

Full Name: Andrew Murray Burnham
Type: Person
Role: Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Leader of the Labour Party
Status: Active (PM since 20 Jul 2026)
Location: 10 Downing Street / Makerfield constituency (Greater Manchester)
Born: 7 January 1970 (age 56), Aintree, Lancashire, England
Education: St Aelred's Catholic High School, Newton-le-Willows; Fitzwilliam College,
Cambridge (English, BA 2:1 → MA)
Family: Married to Marie-France van Heel (since 2000); sons Jimmy, daughters Rosie &
Anne-Marie
Residence: Leigh, Greater Manchester / Downing Street
Party: Labour Co-op (soft-left / social democratic wing)
Religion: Catholic upbringing ("not particularly religious" but cites Catholic social
teaching as underpinning his politics)

Andy Burnham

Andy Burnham

Semantic Summary

Basic Information



Known for: Bee Network bus franchising, Hillsborough campaign, COVID Tier 3 clash with
Boris Johnson, fastest MP-to-PM elevation in modern history, "King of the North" branding
Affiliation: Labour Co-op

Role Years

MP for Leigh 2001–2017

MP for Makerfield 2026–present

Chief Secretary to the Treasury 2007–2008

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport 2008–2009

Secretary of State for Health 2009–2010

Shadow Education Secretary 2010–2011

Shadow Health Secretary 2011–2015, 2015–2016

Shadow Home Secretary 2015–2016

Shadow Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 2016–2017

Labour leadership candidate 2010 (4th), 2015 (2nd)

Mayor of Greater Manchester 2017–2026 (three terms)

MP for Makerfield (by-election) 18 Jun 2026 – present

Labour Leader 17 Jul 2026 – present

Prime Minister 20 Jul 2026 – present

Born Andrew Murray Burnham on 7 January 1970 in Aintree, Lancashire (now Merseyside), a
suburb of Liverpool. His father, Kenneth Roy Burnham, was a BT telephone engineer; his mother,
Eileen Mary Burnham, was a GP receptionist. Brought up in the village of Culcheth, Cheshire.
Has two brothers — Nick (principal of Cardinal Newman College, Preston) and John (headteacher of
Ormskirk School) — both teachers.

Attended St Lewis Catholic Primary School and St Aelred's Roman Catholic High School in
Newton-le-Willows. Joined the Labour Party at age 15.

Read English at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge, achieving an upper second-class BA (later
converted to an MA). Describes himself as "Catholic by upbringing" but "not particularly religious"

Political History

Early Life & Education



— Catholic social teaching underpins his politics. Attributes his Irish heritage to primarily identifying
as British rather than English (British first, north-westerner second, Liverpudlian third, English
fourth).

His father's Alzheimer's disease has been deeply formative, shaping his commitment to social
care reform.

After Cambridge, moved to London. Worked as a journalist for Baltic Publishing (1991–1994)
assigned to Tank Container World (later Bulk Distributor), a trade magazine covering tanker and
intermodal transportation — an unlikely start for a future PM.

From 1994 until the 1997 general election, was a researcher for Tessa Jowell. Joined the
Transport and General Workers' Union in 1995. After Labour's 1997 victory, spent a brief period as
parliamentary officer for the NHS Confederation (Aug–Dec 1997), then worked as an
administrator with the Football Task Force for a year.

In 1998, became a special adviser to Culture Secretary Chris Smith, a position he held until
elected to Parliament in 2001.

Elected MP for Leigh in 2001 (majority 16,362). Served on the Health Select Committee from
2001–2003. Appointed Parliamentary Private Secretary (PPS) to Home Secretary David
Blunkett in 2003, then PPS to Education Secretary Ruth Kelly after Blunkett's first resignation in
2004.

Following the 2005 election, promoted to Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Home
Office with responsibility for implementing the Identity Cards Act 2006. Moved to Minister of
State for Delivery and Reform at the Department of Health in May 2006.

Pre-Politics Career

Early Parliamentary Career
(2001–2005)

In Government (2005–2010)

Blair Government



Appointed in Gordon Brown's first cabinet, helping write the 2007 Comprehensive Spending
Review.

Replaced James Purnell. Key actions:

Hillsborough Independent Panel — Used a cabinet meeting to ask Brown for
permission to raise Hillsborough in Parliament after being heckled at the 20th anniversary
memorial. The eventual result was the second Hillsborough inquiry, a defining legacy.
Announced plans to tighten controls on internet content to "even up" the imbalance
with TV regulations.
Delivered a major speech to the music industry (UK Music) calling for partnership between
government and the music business.
Apologised to Liberty director Shami Chakrabarti after she threatened to sue him for libel
over an article he'd written for Progress magazine.

Appointed June 2009. Held the post until Labour's 2010 election defeat.

Swine flu pandemic — Led the government response to the 2009 H1N1 outbreak.
Stafford Hospital inquiry — Launched the independent Robert Francis inquiry into
unusually high mortality rates at Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust. The inquiry
found systematic failures.
National Care Service (NCS) — Proposed a publicly funded system of social care free at
the point of use, "on par with the NHS." Published the green paper Shaping the Future of
Care Together and launched the "Big Care Debate." The Personal Care at Home Act 2010
was passed, but the NCS was scrapped by the Coalition government.

Criticism: Accused of rejecting 81 requests for a public inquiry into Stafford Hospital deaths and
never visiting the hospital or meeting affected families. The Keogh Review later described the
statistical measures used to flag the hospital as "clinically meaningless and academically reckless."

Brown Cabinet — Chief Secretary to the
Treasury (2007–2008)

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport
(2008–2009)

Secretary of State for Health (2009–2010)

In Opposition (2010–2017)



After Brown's resignation, Burnham stood in the 2010 leadership contest on a platform of
"aspirational socialism" — redistributive, collectivist, internationalist. Proposed re-creating the
National Care Service and replacing inheritance tax with a land value tax. Finished 4th (10.4%),
eliminated on the second ballot. Ed Miliband won.

Shadow Education Secretary (2010–2011) — Opposed Coalition free schools policy;
argued for returning to a comprehensive system.
Shadow Health Secretary (2011–2015) — Continued to champion social care reform.
Wikipedia editing controversy (2013) — The Daily Telegraph reported that Burnham's
staff had edited his Wikipedia page to remove criticisms of his handling of the Stafford
Hospital scandal. His office claimed they removed false statements.

Launched after Labour's 2015 general election defeat. Initially considered the frontrunner.
Pledged: renationalisation of railways, restoring the 50p income tax rate, scrapping zero-hour
contracts, abolishing unpaid internships, increasing minimum wage, removing the youth rate, a
graduate tax to replace tuition fees, and council housebuilding.

Opposed the "mansion tax" as "the politics of envy." Supported Heathrow expansion. Voted for the
2003 Iraq War — later described it as "traumatising on every level" and his "worst experience in
Parliament."

Jeremy Corbyn's surge overtook Burnham's campaign. Burnham came 2nd (19% first-round votes)
to Corbyn's 59%.

Accepted appointment as Shadow Home Secretary (2015–2016). Notable positions:

Opposed the Prevent counter-terrorism strategy, describing the duty to report extremist
behaviour as "today's equivalent of internment in Northern Ireland."
In 2016 opposed migration caps and a bill requiring landlord immigration checks.
In 2017 argued ending freedom of movement must be prioritised over single market
membership during Brexit negotiations.
Voted against renewing Trident.

First Leadership Campaign (2010)

Miliband Shadow Cabinet

Second Leadership Campaign (2015)

Corbyn Shadow Cabinet

Hillsborough Speech (April 2016)



The day after the Hillsborough inquest verdict (unlawful killing), Burnham delivered an 11-minute
Commons speech calling for those responsible to be held to account. Described South Yorkshire
Police as "rotten to the core" and suggested the cover-up had been "advanced in the committee
rooms of this House and in the press rooms of 10 Downing Street." The speech drew applause from
MPs — a breach of convention — and was widely seen as his finest parliamentary moment.

As his final act as MP for Leigh, delivered a one-hour adjournment debate on the contaminated
blood scandal, stating it "amounts to a criminal cover-up on an industrial scale" and threatening to
refer evidence to the police if the government didn't act. The government subsequently announced
a public inquiry. The final report (May 2024) found patients were knowingly exposed to
unacceptable risks, with doctors, the NHS, and government trying to hide the truth.

Announced his candidacy in May 2016, resigning from the Shadow Cabinet in September 2016 to
focus on the campaign. Did not stand for re-election as MP in the 2017 general election (called two
weeks before the mayoral election). Won with 63% of the vote, winning all ten boroughs. Re-
elected 2021 (67%) and 2024 (63.4%) — the latter under first-past-the-post after the
supplementary vote was scrapped.

Bee Network — First bus franchising scheme outside London; took control in 2023.
Capped £2 fares introduced September 2022. Survived legal challenges from Stagecoach
and Rotala (High Court, March 2022).
Clean Air U-turn — Scrapped GM Clean Air Zone charging plan in 2023, replacing with
non-charging alternative to protect low-income commuters.
A Bed Every Night — Homelessness scheme during COVID.
Devolution — Expanded GMCA powers; pushed for rail devolution.
Greater Manchester Baccalaureate (MBacc) — Announced after 2024 re-election;
aims to give young people an alternative to university through local business
partnerships. Target fully operational by 2030.
Child sexual exploitation reviews — Initiated a four-part review of historical CSE
allegations across Manchester, Oldham, and Rochdale (2017–2025). In January 2025,

Infected Blood Scandal (April 2017)

Greater Manchester Mayor
(2017–2026)

Election

Key Achievements



backed calls for a limited national inquiry into group-based CSE, breaking with Starmer's
whip.

Gained national prominence for his confrontations with the government. In October 2020, refused
to accept Tier 3 lockdown restrictions without adequate financial support, demanding £90m in
furlough funding (settled for £65m). Famously clashed with Boris Johnson. Dubbed "King of the
North" by the media.

Donated 15% of his mayoral salary for the full nine years — a fact frequently highlighted positively.

The Manchester Evening News awarded him a 65% approval rating on departure, rating him
positively for economic development and homelessness action, but noting weaker police
management.

Applied to stand in the 2026 Gorton and Denton by-election but was blocked by the NEC in an 8–1
vote — with Starmer voting against. Widely seen as Starmer protecting his position. By-election
was won by Green candidate Hannah Spencer.

The foundation of the Burnham-backed political network Mainstream was seen as raising the
prospect of a possible leadership challenge. By the 2025 Labour Party Conference, polls showed
62% of Labour members would back Burnham over Starmer, and 43% rated him their first choice
for leader (vs. 9% for Wes Streeting).

COVID-19

Salary Donation

Departure Rating

The Leadership Question & Return to
Westminster

Blocked from Gorton & Denton (Jan 2026)

Mainstream (Sept 2025)

Makerfield By-Election (May–Jun 2026)



Result Candidate Party Votes %

1st Andy Burnham Labour 24,927 55%

2nd Robert Kenyon Reform UK 15,696 35%

3rd Rebecca Shepherd Restore Britain 3,111 7%

Others — — ~1,266 ~3%

Right-wing vote split between Reform and Restore Britain (backed by Elon Musk) worked in
Burnham's favour. Used Oasis's "Some Might Say" with permission. Campaign by artist Stanley
Chow. Reddit AMA on r/Wigan (171 comments).

Immediate consequence: Disqualified from the mayoralty under the dual-mandate ban (an MP
cannot hold a metro mayor role with PCC powers), triggering the 30 July GM mayoral by-election.

22 Jun: Starmer resigns as Labour leader and PM
23 Jun: Burnham sworn in as MP amid cheers from Labour benches
9–17 Jul: Burnham received 322 of 403 Labour MP nominations (>80%); no other
candidates entered — Wes Streeting endorsed him early, making a contest impossible
17 Jul: Declared Labour leader (unopposed)
20 Jul: Appointed PM by King Charles III at Buckingham Palace

This was the most rapid elevation from backbench MP to PM in modern British history — MP on 23
June, PM by 20 July (under one month).

Outside No 10 on 20 July, Burnham pledged:

Labour Leadership & Premiership (Jul
2026)

Coronation

First Speech

"Make this moment a circuit breaker for Britain" — promising "the biggest
changes in the last 40 years, a new political model and a new economic model."“

No. 10 North



Announced plans to establish a "Number 10 in the North" — moving some functions of the PM's
office to Manchester's Digital Campus on Great Ancoats Street. Plans to remain living in
Manchester, spending at least one day a week working from No. 10 North. GMCA Chief Executive
Caroline Simpson appointed as his Downing Street Deputy Chief of Staff.

A sweeping clear-out of Starmer-era ministers, returning "soft left" allies.

Role Appointee Notes

Chancellor of the Exchequer John Healey Surprise return from defence
secretary

Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband Moved from Energy & Net Zero

Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood Retained

Defence Secretary Wes Streeting Backed Burnham for leader

Health Secretary Yvette Cooper Moved from Foreign Secretary

Housing Secretary Angela Rayner Returns after stamp-duty affair

Education Secretary Lucy Powell Also Deputy Labour Leader

First Secretary of State Louise Haigh Closest Burnham ally

Notable departures: Rachel Reeves, David Lammy, Steve Reed, Peter Kyle, Liz Kendall (DSIT
abolished), Darren Jones.

VAT cut on electricity bills — branded a "cost-of-living government" — though funding questions
arose within 24 hours.

Elected as the first directly elected Mayor of Greater Manchester in 2017, re-elected with increased
majorities in 2021 and 2024 (63.4% in 2024).

Cabinet

First Policy

Greater Manchester Mayor
(2017–2026)

Key Achievements



Bee Network — First bus franchising scheme outside London; took control of buses in
2023. Widely praised, described by residents as "improved vastly."
Clean Air U-turn — Scrapped GM Clean Air Zone charging plan in 2023, replacing with
non-charging alternative to protect low-income commuters.
A Bed Every Night — Homelessness scheme during COVID, providing emergency
accommodation.
Devolution — Expanded GMCA powers, pushed for rail devolution and integrated
transport.
COVID Tier 3 Clash — Famously stood up to Boris Johnson's government during COVID
Tier 3 negotiations (Oct 2020), accusing ministers of treating the North as "guinea pigs."
The confrontation cemented his "King of the North" reputation.

Donated 15% of his mayoral salary for the full 9 years in office — a fact frequently highlighted
positively.

Selected as Labour candidate for Makerfield (replacing Josh Simons who stood aside) on 19 May
2026 — widely viewed as a springboard for a Labour leadership challenge against Keir Starmer.
The campaign was intensely personal, branded "ANDY FOR US" with minimal Labour party branding
— an explicit bet on Burnham's personal popularity over the national party brand.

Key campaign dynamics:

Right-wing vote split between Reform (Robert Kenyon) and Restore Britain (Rebecca
Shepherd, 7%), with Elon Musk endorsing Restore Britain — arguably helping Burnham by
fragmenting the opposition
Green Party scaled back their campaign, declining to "throw the kitchen sink" at the seat
Sky-YouGov polling showed a +16 point "Burnham factor" — when named as Labour
candidate he led by 8pts in Makerfield despite Labour trailing Reform by 8pts nationally
Campaign cost criticism: £100k on the by-election + £4.7-5m cost of the triggered
mayoral by-election to GM taxpayers

Salary Donation

Return to Westminster — The
Makerfield By-Election (May–Jun 2026)

Selection & Campaign

Victory & Immediate Aftermath



Result Candidate Party Votes %

1st Andy Burnham Labour 24,927 55%

2nd Robert Kenyon Reform UK 15,696 35%

3rd Rebecca Shepherd Restore Britain 3,111 7%

Others — — ~1,266 ~3%

Immediate consequence: Disqualified from the mayoralty due to the dual-mandate ban (an MP
cannot hold a metro mayor role with PCC powers), triggering the 30 July 2026 GM mayoral by-
election.

22 Jun: Starmer resigns as Labour leader and PM
23 Jun: Burnham sworn in as MP amid cheers from Labour benches
9–17 Jul: Burnham received 322 of 403 Labour MP nominations (>80%); no other
candidates entered the race
17 Jul: Declared Labour leader
20 Jul: Appointed PM by King Charles III at Buckingham Palace

This was the most rapid elevation from backbench MP to PM in modern British history — MP on 23
June, PM by 20 July (under one month).

Outside No 10 on 20 July, Burnham pledged:

A sweeping clear-out of Starmer-era ministers, returning "soft left" allies and rewarding those who
backed Burnham's leadership bid. Every appointment tells a story about Burnham's political history

Labour Leadership & Premiership (Jul
2026)

Coronation

First Speech

"Make this moment a circuit breaker for Britain" — promising "the biggest
changes in the last 40 years, a new political model and a new economic model."“

Cabinet — Mapped to Burnham's Past



and factional alliances.

Role Appointee Relationship to Burnham Historical Connection

First Secretary of State Louise Haigh Closest ally & campaign
architect

Linchpin of Burnham's
Makerfield by-election
operation. Member of the
soft-left Tribune group.
Sacked by Starmer as
transport secretary over a
historic fraud conviction for
a missing work phone —
made her a natural
Burnham loyalist. Was one
of 36 MPs to nominate
Corbyn in 2015. Effectively
Burnham's deputy.

Chancellor John Healey Brown-era colleague &
ideological ally

Surprise pick. Quit as
Defence Secretary under
Starmer over defence
funding — one of the fatal
blows to Starmer's
premiership. MP since
1997, served in every
Labour faction's frontbench
(Blair/Brown, Miliband,
Corbyn, Starmer). The
Telegraph: "No 10, not the
Treasury, will be in charge
of the economy." Shared
interest with Burnham in
reindustrialisation.

Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband Former boss & fellow
Brownite

Served together in Gordon
Brown's cabinet. Burnham
was Shadow Education
Secretary under
Miliband (2010–2011). Ran
against Miliband in the
2010 leadership (Burnham
4th). Moved from
Energy/Net Zero —
considered too soft-left for
Chancellor. Expected to
take a more pro-Gaza
stance.

Who's In — Who They Are to Burnham



Role Appointee Relationship to Burnham Historical Connection

Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood Retained from Starmer
— ideological
counterweight

Only Starmer-era big beast
kept in her exact role. Blue
Labour right of the party —
socially conservative, tough
on crime. Ran Labour's
2024 election campaign.
Pro-Palestinian stance
aligns with Burnham's.
"Never wastes a word" in
meetings.

Defence Secretary Wes Streeting Former rival turned
kingmaker

One of the few right-of-
party appointments.
Endorsed Burnham early
for leader, making the
contest a coronation.
Originally seen as a
potential challenger
himself. Power likely limited
by Healey (his predecessor
as Defence Sec) now
controlling Treasury.

Health Secretary Yvette Cooper Brown-era cabinet
colleague & 2015 rival

Moved from Foreign Office.
Held posts under Blair and
Brown alongside Burnham.
Finished 3rd in 2015
leadership behind Corbyn
and Burnham (2nd) . Now
charged with delivering
Burnham's social care
reform — his defining policy
commitment since the 2009
National Care Service
proposal.

Housing Secretary Angela Rayner Soft-left ally & alliance
partner

Signalled an alliance with
Burnham to force change
after the 2026 local
elections. Returned to
cabinet after resigning over
stamp duty under Starmer.
Main interests —
devolution and housing
— are Burnham's two top
priorities. Represents the
soft-left Tribune group
alongside Haigh.



Role Appointee Relationship to Burnham Historical Connection

Education Secretary Lucy Powell Manchester ally &
deputy leader

Fellow Manchester MP
(Manchester Central), long-
time Burnham ally.
Advocated for Burnham
to be allowed to return
to Parliament during the
Gorton & Denton blocking
episode. Also Deputy
Labour Leader — notably
not made Deputy PM.

Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster

Louise Haigh (see First Secretary above) Coordinates government
across Whitehall. Replaces
Darren Jones.

Business Secretary Jonathan Reynolds Long-time friend &
fellow NW MP

Fellow north-west MP
(Stalybridge & Hyde).
Returned to the role after
being shuffled to Chief
Whip against his wishes
under Starmer. Burnham
trusts him to oversee a
beefed-up department
covering science and
industrial strategy —
central to
"reindustrialisation"
agenda.

Work & Pensions Pat McFadden Retained for continuity Blair/Brown frontbencher.
Starmer's national
campaigns coordinator.
One of the few continuity
appointments — reflects
Burnham keeping an
experienced hand for
welfare reform.

Energy Secretary Miatta Fahnbulleh Policy architect & rising
star

Former New Economics
Foundation director.
Contributed heavily to
Burnham's policy
platform while preparing
for government. Previously
worked closely with
Miliband. Tasked with
cutting bills while keeping
net zero commitments.

Justice Secretary Alex Norris New face, soft-left
background

Home Office minister under
Starmer, promoted to
cabinet. Former Unison
trade union organiser.
Nottingham MP since 2017.



Role Appointee Relationship to Burnham Historical Connection

Transport Secretary Heidi Alexander Continuity — not an
insider

Retained from Starmer
cabinet. Took over when
Haigh stepped down. Was
Sadiq Khan's deputy mayor
for transport in London. Not
especially close to the
Burnham inner circle, but
effective and not factional.

Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy Ideological ally &
neighbour MP

Wigan MP — her
constituency adjoins
Burnham's Makerfield.
Ideologically closer to
Burnham than Starmer.
Stood for Labour leader in
2020 (3rd). Announced her
department would stop
using X "as it now favours
abuse and misinformation."

Environment Secretary Angela Eagle Corbyn-era connection First full cabinet role. Was
Corbyn's shadow business
secretary before resigning
and challenging him for the
leadership. Twin of Maria
Eagle. Labour MP since
1992.

Chief Whip Anneliese Midgley Campaign organiser Former Unite political
director. Instrumental in
Burnham's Makerfield
campaign organisation.
Now tasked with wrangling
the PLP for Burnham's
legislative agenda.

NI Secretary Chris Bryant Cabinet debutant — safe
pair of hands

MP since 2001. Former
Church of England priest.
Known as a skilled operator
on tricky briefs. Expert in
Commons procedures —
stood for Speaker in 2019.

Wales Secretary Stephen Kinnock First cabinet role Son of former Labour leader
Neil Kinnock. Previously
care minister. His Aberafan
Maesteg constituency in
south Wales represents
Labour's traditional Welsh
base.

Scotland Secretary Douglas Alexander Blair-era returnee Held same role under Blair.
Lost his seat 2015–2024.
Retained from Starmer's
September 2025 reshuffle.



Role Appointee Relationship to Burnham Historical Connection

Leader of the Commons Alan Campbell Parliamentary veteran Retained. MP since 1997.
Tasked with piloting
Burnham's legislative
agenda.

Attorney General Ellie Reeves Starmer-era returnee Rachel Reeves' sister.
Promoted from Solicitor
General. Replaces Richard
Hermer (Starmer's close
friend).

Chief Secretary to
Treasury

Emma Reynolds Starmer ally — kept for
balance

Attends cabinet but not full
member. Former
environment secretary,
close to Starmer. Pro-
business voice in Treasury
alongside Healey.

Former Role Departing Minister Why They Went

Chancellor Rachel Reeves Too close to Starmer project. Blamed
for winter fuel payment cut and NI
rise that stymied growth. Turned
down another senior role.

Deputy PM & Justice Secretary David Lammy Longtime Starmer ally. Wanted to
stay ("I would have been proud to
continue serving") but not wanted.

Housing Secretary Steve Reed Most loyal Starmer cabinet minister.
Sent Burnham a spiky departure
letter warning him not to
disadvantage London.

Chief Secretary to the PM Darren Jones Centre of No 10 operations under
Starmer. Blunt tweet: "Andy Burnham
has called to tell me I won't be a part
of his new cabinet."

Business Secretary Peter Kyle Ally of Streeting and Starmer.
Replaced by Reynolds to make way
for closer Burnham supporters.

Science & Technology Liz Kendall Department abolished — functions
split between Business and DCMS.

NI Secretary Hilary Benn Starmer-era appointment. Replaced
by Bryant.

Wales Secretary Jo Stevens Sacked. Replaced by Kinnock.

Attorney General Lord Hermer Starmer's close personal friend and
ally. Replaced by Reeves.

Who's Out — The Starmer Purge



Former Role Departing Minister Why They Went

Defence Secretary Dan Jarvis Only weeks in post before being
replaced by Streeting.

Burnham's cabinet tells a clear story:

Brown-era returnees — Healey, Miliband, Cooper, Alexander: the old guard brought
back to replace Starmer's new guard
Soft-left Tribune group — Haigh, Rayner, Fahnbulleh: the faction that engineered
Burnham's rise
Manchester/NW bloc — Haigh (Sheffield), Powell (Manchester Central), Reynolds
(Stalybridge), Nandy (Wigan): regional allies who share Burnham's devolution agenda
Campaign rewards — Haigh (campaign architect), Midgley (Makerfield organiser),
Fahnbulleh (policy platform)
Starmer ghosts — Mahmood (kept), McFadden (kept), Alexander (kept), Powell
(promoted from Starmer's shadow cabinet): the few who crossed the divide
Retained by necessity — McFadden (welfare reform complexity), Alexander (Scotland
continuity)

Notably absent: no Liberal Democrat or Green figures despite Burnham's openness to
progressive alliances. No Corbyn ally given a senior economic role despite Burnham serving
under him.

Within 24 hours, Burnham confirmed a cut to VAT on electricity bills — branded a "cost-of-living
government" — though questions immediately arose over how pledges would be funded.

Soft-left/social democratic — explicitly rejected Blairism ("40 years of neoliberalism
has not been kind to communities"), arguing for stronger public control
Manchesterism — his own political philosophy: "the end of neo-liberalism", "business-
friendly socialism". Rejects trickle-down economics. Channels growth proceeds towards
communities through public ownership (Bee Network), devolution, and Good Growth Fund.
Proportional representation — committed to PR (Observer, May 2026); open to Green
pact, but says it "must be in a manifesto and endorsed at a general election"
Transport — public control model, Bee Network expansion nationally, renationalisation of
railways

Pattern Analysis

First Major Policy — VAT on Electricity Bills Cut

Policy Positioning



Immigration — centrist pivot: backed Mahmood's reform, cancelled asylum hotel
contracts pivot, NRPF U-turn from earlier abolition position; in 2016 opposed migration
caps and landlord checks
EU — "long-term case" for return but not an immediate priority; in 2016 argued for ending
freedom of movement over single market membership
Social care — fix inheritance tax/care charges, accelerate Casey review; National Care
Service proposal from 2009
Housing — "Housing First" philosophy, treat homes as public goods not commodities;
opposed mandatory affordable housing targets on developers
No snap general election — explicitly ruled out (retreating from earlier ambiguity)
Rejected Blair's "rip up net zero targets" call — retained climate commitments
Thames Water — should be nationalised
Replacing the Lords — supports elected Senate of the nations and regions
Iraq War — voted for it in 2003, describes as "traumatising on every level" and "my worst
experience in Parliament"
Gaza — one of first high-profile Labour figures to break with Starmer calling for a
ceasefire (Oct 2023); apologised for Labour's initial stance (Jul 2026)
Iran War 2026 — highly critical of Western military engagement, warned of parallels with
Iraq War failures
Ukraine — supports continued aid, established Unbroken Cities Network with Lviv and
Liverpool
China — viewed through economic lens; visited China 2018, supports cooperation on
green development and advanced manufacturing
NATO — said he'd resign from Shadow Cabinet if Labour supported leaving NATO (2015)
LGBTQ+ — voted for same-sex marriage (2013); Attitude magazine described his record
as "one of the most consistently pro-LGBTQ+ in politics"; more cautious stance on trans
rights (backed EHRC guidelines, "live and let live" approach)

Marriage & Children: Married Dutch-born Marie-France van Heel in 2000, having been
together since their university days. Three children: son Jimmy and daughters Rosie and Anne-
Marie.

Religion: Catholic upbringing, attended Catholic schools. "Not particularly religious" but says
Catholic social teaching "underpins my politics."

Identity: Primarily identifies as British rather than English, attributing this to his Irish heritage.
Order: British → north-westerner → Liverpudlian → English.

Family: Father Kenneth (BT engineer) has Alzheimer's. Brothers Nick and John are both teachers.

Sport:

Personal Life



Everton fan — lifelong supporter
Played for Leigh RMI in a pre-season friendly against Everton in July 2003, coming on as
an 88th-minute substitute in a 1–1 draw at Hilton Park
Rugby league — honorary vice-president of Leigh Centurions; was president of the
Rugby Football League (Jul 2018 – summer 2019)
Cricket — talented junior, played for Lancashire CCC Juniors
Running — completed the London and Boston marathons and the Great Manchester Run
10K

Music: Fan of indie music. Oasis gave him permission to use "Some Might Say" for his Makerfield
campaign.

London flat expenses (2015) — Claimed £17,000/year taxpayer rent for a London flat
despite owning another within walking distance of the Commons. Spokesman said renting
out the original was necessary to "cover his costs" due to rule changes.
Sun interview hypocrisy — Refused to be interviewed by The Sun during his 2015
leadership campaign, but it emerged he'd given an interview and been photographed in a
cab for The Sun during his first leadership run.
Speeding (March 2023) — Ordered to pay £1,984 and given six penalty points for driving
78mph in a temporarily reduced 40mph zone on a motorway.
Wikipedia editing (2013) — Staff edited his Wikipedia page to remove Stafford Hospital
criticisms.
Depiction in media: Portrayed by Matthew McNulty in Anne (ITV, 2022), a miniseries
about the Hillsborough disaster. On Saturday Night Live UK, played by Paddy Young. On
Dead Ringers, voiced by Jon Culshaw.

Figure Relationship

Wes Streeting Endorser, now Defence Secretary; had been potential rival

Louise Haigh Closest ally, First Secretary of State, tipped as Chancellor-
in-waiting

Angela Rayner Returned to cabinet after being marginalised under
Starmer

Sue Gray Advising on transition; decades-long acquaintance

Keir Starmer Predecessor; Burnham's rise was built on opposition to
Starmer's leadership

Tony Blair Ideological adversary — Burnham publicly rebutted Blair's
critique of Labour's direction

Minor Controversies

Key Relationships



Figure Relationship

Nigel Farage Personal rival; traded insults during Makerfield campaign

Dual candidacy cost — £4.7-5m GM mayoral by-election cost to taxpayers triggered by
his MP win
U-turns — NRPF abolition (2019→2026 pivot); £28bn green investment; rail
nationalisation; two-child benefit cap; universal credit
Substance criticism — Rafael Behr (Guardian): "It is easier to imagine Burnham's
blokeish affability as the missing ingredient than it is to describe the platform"
Disability benefits — opposed cuts but later softened language
Civil service perception — described by one senior civil servant as "revising for exams
with a mate who might say 'shall we sack this off and play football?'"

Date Event

Jan 1970 Born, Aintree, Merseyside

2001 Elected MP for Leigh

2007–2008 Chief Secretary to the Treasury

2008–2009 Culture Secretary

2009–2010 Health Secretary

2015 4th in Labour leadership contest

2016 Withdrew from leadership contest, backed Corbyn

May 2017 Elected first GM Mayor

Oct 2020 COVID Tier 3 clash with Boris Johnson

May 2024 Re-elected GM Mayor (63.4%)

19 May 2026 Selected as Makerfield candidate

18 Jun 2026 Wins Makerfield by-election (55%)

22 Jun 2026 Starmer resigns

23 Jun 2026 Burnham sworn in as MP

17 Jul 2026 Declared Labour leader (unopposed)

Controversies

Key Dates



Date Event

20 Jul 2026 Appointed Prime Minister

30 Jul 2026 GM mayoral by-election (first electoral test)
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