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Semantic Summary

British tax researcher turned gender-critical legal activist. Won landmark 2021 employment
tribunal establishing gender-critical beliefs as protected under Equality Act — the legal foundation
for UK anti-trans advocacy. Founded Sex Matters 2022. Direct connection to JK Rowling (public
support during tribunal). Collaborates with Fair Play For Women, LGB Alliance, For Women
Scotland, Merched Cymru. Legal-strategic approach rather than street activism. Core belief: sex is

binary, biological, immutable.

Overview

Full Name: Maya Forstater

Role: Founder and executive director of Sex Matters; researcher

Nationality: British

Known For: Landmark 2021 employment tribunal appeal (Forstater v CGD Europe)
establishing that gender-critical beliefs are protected philosophical beliefs under the

Equality Act 2010

Background

Maya Forstater is a tax researcher and gender-critical activist. She worked at the Center for Global
Development (CGD) until 2019, when her contract was not renewed after colleagues complained
about tweets she had posted stating that sex is immutable and that trans women are men. She
sued CGD for discrimination, lost the initial tribunal in 2019, then won on appeal in 2021 in a
landmark ruling that established gender-critical beliefs as protected under UK equality law.

Timeline



2018-2019: Posted tweets stating that sex is biological and immutable; colleagues
complained

Mar 2019: Contract at CGD not renewed

Dec 2019: Lost initial employment tribunal — judge ruled her beliefs were "not worthy of
respect in a democratic society"

Dec 2019: JK Rowling tweeted #IStandWithMaya in support

e Jun 2021: Won appeal — Employment Appeal Tribunal ruled gender-critical beliefs ARE

protected under the Equality Act

2022: Founded Sex Matters with other gender-critical activists

2023: Received payout from CGD for discrimination

2024-2026: Sex Matters achieved charitable status; active in legal challenges and policy
advocacy

ldeology & Positions

Core belief: sex is binary, biological, and immutable; gender identity is not a legitimate
legal category

Argues that recognising gender self-identification erodes women's sex-based rights
Framing: protecting single-sex services, sports, and spaces

Legal advocacy approach: strategic litigation and policy submissions rather than street-
level activism

Funding & Affiliations

Sex Matters — founder and executive director (registered UK charity)

e JK Rowling — received public support from Rowling during tribunal case

Fair Play For Women — collaborated on legal strategy and policy work
Aligned with broader gender-critical network: LGB Alliance, For Women Scotland, Merched
Cymru

Online Presence & Reach

X/Twitter: Active — appears alongside Sex Matters colleagues

Sex Matters website: sex-matters.org — full-time advocacy

Nitter search (Jul 2026): Frequently retweeted and cited in gender-critical discourse;
described as key figure in UK policy influence on single-sex spaces

Controversies & Criticism



e Protected belief ruling: Critics argue the Forstater judgment opened the door for
workplace discrimination against trans people under the guise of "protected beliefs"

e Charitable status of Sex Matters: Contested by critics who argue it functions as an
anti-trans lobbying group, not a legitimate charity

e Policy influence: Lemkin Institute (Jun 2025) documented how Sex Matters shapes UK
government policy through legal interventions

sources

BBC News — "Maya Forstater: Woman wins tribunal appeal over transgender tweets"

Sex Matters — "Maya Forstater: Woman gets payout for discrimination over trans tweets"

Sex Matters — Sandie Peggie judgment post

Lemkin Institute — "Behind the ruling: how Sex Matters is shaping UK policy on trans

rights"
e Nitter search: "Maya Forstater Sex Matters" (Jul 2026)
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https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-57426579
https://sex-matters.org/posts/freedom-of-speech/maya-forstater-woman-gets-payout-for-discrimination-over-trans-tweets/
https://sex-matters.org/posts/single-sex-services/judgment-disregards-womens-privacy-and-dignity/
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/single-post/behind-the-ruling-how-sex-matters-is-shaping-uk-policy-on-trans-rights
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/single-post/behind-the-ruling-how-sex-matters-is-shaping-uk-policy-on-trans-rights

