
Full Name: Joshua Seungkyun Kim (Korean: 김승균  / Gim Seung-gyun)
Born: Seungkyun Kim, South Korea
Party: Reform UK (Reform UK Wales)
Constituency: Blaenau Gwent Caerffili Rhymni
Took Office: 8 May 2026
Title: Member of the Senedd (MS)
Residence: Machen, Caerphilly County Borough, Wales
Occupation prior to election: Supply teacher in Cardiff

Joshua Seungkyun Kim is a South Korean-born Welsh politician who made history as the first
person of Korean descent ever elected to any parliament in the United Kingdom. He
represents the Reform UK party for the newly created constituency of Blaenau Gwent Caerffili
Rhymni in the Senedd (Welsh Parliament), having been elected in the 2026 Senedd election.

Kim is an immigrant from South Korea who settled in Wales. He worked as a supply teacher in
Cardiff and lives in the village of Machen in Caerphilly County Borough.

Kim stood as the Reform UK candidate for the Caerphilly constituency in the 2024 United Kingdom
general election, though he did not win the seat.
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He was placed third on Reform UK's candidate list for the Blaenau Gwent Caerffili Rhymni
constituency in the 2026 Senedd election. Under the new proportional voting system (six seats per
constituency), Reform UK won three of the six seats in this constituency alongside Plaid Cymru
(three seats), with Labour losing their incumbent, Alun Davies.

Kim gained significant media attention for his unlikely path to becoming an MS:

He arrived late to the election count because he was teaching as a supply teacher
that day. He opted not to attend the count earlier as it would have meant losing a day's
pay.
Upon winning the sixth and final seat, he was reported by the BBC as being "distraught,
utterly shocked and confused", telling reporters he "did not think for one minute"
that he would be elected.
However, in his own interview with the Caerphilly Observer upon arrival at the count, he
gave a more measured account: "I always knew there was a chance, but I wouldn't
say I was confident. And you can see from the result, it was pretty close."

Party Seats Won Vote Share

Plaid Cymru 3 42.0%

Reform UK 3 34.3%

Labour 0 11.1%

Conservative 0 4.8%

Green 0 3.5%

Liberal Democrat 0 1.8%

Others 0 2.3%

Turnout: 47.6% (of 146,732 registered voters)

The six elected MSs for the constituency:

Plaid Cymru: Delyth Jewell, Lindsay Whittle, Niamh Salkeld

2026 Senedd Election
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Caerffili Rhymni 2026



Reform UK: Llŷr Powell, Catherine Cullen, Joshua Kim

Of South Korean origin; his birth name is Seungkyun Kim, anglicised to Joshua Seungkyun
Kim.
Lived and worked in Wales as a supply teacher.
Lives in Machen, a village between Caerphilly and Newport.
First Korean-descended member of any UK parliament (Westminster, Senedd,
Scottish Parliament, or Northern Ireland Assembly).
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