
British far-right activist, founder of the English Defence League (EDL), and anti-Islam campaigner.
Real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon. Multiple criminal convictions including mortgage fraud, assault,
and contempt of court. Former EDL leader (2009-2013), now operates as independent far-right
influencer with massive Telegram following (660K+ views per post). Key node in UK far-right
ecosystem connecting anti-Islam street movements, Reform UK adjacency, and the "free speech"
martyr narrative. Connected to Posie Parker (shared far-right network), Britain First (overlapping
demo circuit), Elon Musk (amplification on X), and the broader anti-immigration movement.
Actively spreads "No Farmers No Food" narrative and "remigration" framing on Telegram. Banned
from most mainstream platforms, currently active on X (reinstated under Musk), Telegram, and
Rumble. Represents the bridge between 2010s street-fighting EDL and 2020s social-media-driven
far-right populism.

Real Name: Stephen Christopher Yaxley-Lennon
Alias: Tommy Robinson
Role: Far-right activist, former EDL leader, anti-Islam campaigner
Nationality: British
Born: 27 November 1982, Luton, England
Known For: Founder of English Defence League (EDL); anti-Islam demonstrations;
multiple criminal convictions; massive Telegram following
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Tommy Robinson (born Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) is Britain's most prominent far-right street activist.
He co-founded the English Defence League (EDL) in 2009 in response to Islamic extremism in
Luton. The EDL became known for large-scale street demonstrations, often ending in violent
clashes with police and anti-fascist counter-protesters. Robinson left the EDL in 2013 citing
concerns about far-right extremism within the group, but continued far-right activism
independently. He has served multiple prison sentences and has been banned from most
mainstream social media platforms.

2009: Co-founded EDL in Luton
2011: Convicted of assault, served 12 months
2013: Left EDL leadership; claimed to be working with Quilliam counter-extremism think
tank (briefly)
2014: Convicted of mortgage fraud, sentenced to 18 months
2018: Jailed for contempt of court after filming outside a grooming gang trial; sentence
later quashed on appeal
2018–2019: Banned from Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, PayPal
2022: Reinstated on X/Twitter after Elon Musk's takeover
2024–2025: Active in anti-immigration protests; Southport riots amplification
2025–2026: Large Telegram channel (660K+ views per post); spreading "No Farmers No
Food" and "remigration" narratives

Anti-Islam: core focus on "Islamification" of Britain, "grooming gangs," and "two-tier
policing"
Anti-immigration: "remigration" framing; opposition to asylum seekers
Anti-establishment: "free speech martyr" narrative; claims to be silenced by the state
Pro-Reform UK adjacency: not formally affiliated but shares audience and tropes
"No Farmers No Food" amplification: climate denial crossover

Telegram — primary platform (660K+ views per post); monetised via donations and
merchandise
X/Twitter — reinstated 2022 under Musk
Rumble / alternative platforms — secondary distribution
Former EDL network — residual connections to street-fighting far-right
Previously funded via PayPal, GoFundMe (multiple campaigns shut down)
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Assault (2011)
Mortgage fraud (2014) — 18 months
Contempt of court (2018) — quashed on appeal
Multiple public order and football banning order offences

Telegram: @TommyRobinsonNews — 660K+ views per post; primary current platform
X/Twitter: Reinstated under Musk; active in anti-immigration discourse
Rumble: Secondary video platform
Banned from: Facebook, Instagram, YouTube (original), PayPal
Bitchute, Odysee: limited presence

Wikipedia: Tommy Robinson (activist)
HOPE not Hate — Tommy Robinson profile
Searchlight Magazine — EDL coverage
Guardian investigations on far-right Telegram networks
Winbox web sweep — Tommy Robinson Telegram channel analysis (Jul 2026 astroterf
research)
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