Zla Yusuf

Zla Yusuf — Reform UK's
Biggest Funder

a4 Twitter/X discussion source: Research conducted May 2026 via Nitter

Full name: Zia Yusuf Approx total donated (2024-2026): £5-10 million Source of wealth:
Tech entrepreneur (SaaS / mobile apps); reported self-made technology fortune. Co-founder of a
high-growth tech company. Why they donate: Strong supporter of Reform UK's anti-immigration,
anti-establishment, Brexit-focused platform. Believes in reducing government size and regulation.
Has been described as a key architect of Reform's financial infrastructure. Controversies:
Criticised for using offshore structures to donate. Questions over whether UK law regarding
permissible donors was fully satisfied. Accused of links to controversial online platforms. His
previous political affiliations before joining Reform are unclear. Appointed as Reform UK's chairman
in 2024, giving him significant operational control over the party.

Twitter/X Discussion

Yusuf is frequently mocked on social media for being "unelected" while appearing on BBC Question
Time as Reform UK's chairman, with critics asking why the party sends him instead of an elected
MP. The line "Didn't we Brexit to get away from unelected bureaucrats?" is a common retort.
Others note that he has blocked critics who point out that JL Partners (a polling company used by
Reform) consistently gives the party favourable numbers compared to Lord Ashcroft's polling.

Yusuf is described as a "British Muslim entrepreneur" who cites "border control concerns" as his
motivation — a framing he has used in interviews. Some Twitter accounts allege he "gave
hundreds of thousands in 2024" specifically, though the total is likely higher.

Reddit Discussion



The Zia Yusuf appointment as chairman is often discussed critically on r/ukpolitics, with users
pointing out the unusual arrangement of a donor being given operational control of a political
party. Comparisons are drawn to Elon Musk's role in the US context.

Notes

e Effectively Reform UK's chief financier alongside Harbourne

e His role as chairman gives him unusual power for a donor — most parties keep operational
and fundraising separate

e Has been instrumental in Reform's professionalisation and expansion strategy
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