
Full name: Fiona Cottrell Approx total donated (to Reform UK): £500k-1 million (estimated;
exact figures not fully public) Source of wealth: Aristocratic family background. Connected to
landed gentry. Why they donate: Mother of one of Farage's closest aides ("Posh" George
Cottrell). Donated heavily to Reform UK. Former girlfriend of King Charles III (when he was Prince
Charles in the 1970s), giving the donations a notable social dimension. Controversies: Her son
George Cottrell is a convicted fraudster and money-laundering expert who was arrested by the FBI
in 2016. The link between Fiona Cottrell's donations, her son George's role as a Farage aide, and
Farage's association with convicted criminals (including Delo and others) has been widely noted.
The "aristocratic donor bankrolling the anti-establishment party" narrative has been used by critics.

Fiona Cottrell generates significant interest on Twitter due to the bizarre juxtaposition of her
background. Key themes:

"Royal scandal meets populist politics": Her history as a former girlfriend of King
Charles is repeatedly cited as proof that Reform UK is not the anti-establishment party it
claims to be
Ties to George Cottrell: Her son "Posh" George is described as "a convicted fraudster
and criminal money-laundering expert" who was with Farage and Harborne in Thailand in
2020
"Biggest donor according to this article": Twitter users reference a Guardian article
suggesting she is one of Reform's biggest donors
The "glamorous aristocrat, former girlfriend of King Charles, and mother to one of Farage's
closest aides" framing is widely circulated
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The contradiction between Reform's anti-establishment rhetoric and its funding by an aristocratic
donor with links to convicted criminals is a recurring theme.

The Cottrell family's links to Reform are discussed on Reddit primarily through the lens of the
George Cottrell case — his arrest by the FBI, his conviction, and his subsequent role as a Farage
aide. The Donovan (Fiona) Cottrell donation angle is less discussed but acknowledged when the full
family picture is laid out.

An example of the surprising establishment links behind Reform UK's funding
Her family connections to the royal family add a bizarre dimension
Son George Cottrell was convicted in the US for fraud and money laundering conspiracy
The Cottrell-Harborne-Delo-Farage network in Thailand is frequently referenced
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