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44 This file covers the Greater Manchester Combined Authority mayoralty. Andy
Burnham was re-elected May 2024 but resigned upon winning the Makerfield by-
election (18 June 2026). A mayoral by-election is scheduled for 30 July 2026.

44 Last updated: 13 July 2026 (Burnham set to become PM 20 July, mayoral by-
election 10 days later, 7 candidates confirmed, Reform's Astley "migrant rapists
controversy, Reform urged to shift focus to Clacton)

Detail Info
Incumbent Mayor Andy Burnham (resigned 18 June 2026)
Interim Mayor Paul Dennett (Salford City Mayor)
Original term 2024-2028
Next scheduled election 30 July 2026 (by-election)
Following election May 2028 (still scheduled)
Current MP status Burnham sworn in as MP for Makerfield (23 June 2026)
Labour leader Keir Starmer resigned 22 June 2026; Burnham set to be

declared leader 17 July, PM 20 July
Combined Authority Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA)

Population covered ~2.9 million



The Dual Candidacy Controversy

Andy Burnham stood in the Makerfield by-election (18 June 2026) while serving as Greater
Manchester Mayor. This triggered significant debate and the actual by-election:

e OUTCOME (18 June 2026): Burnham won Makerfield with 55% of the vote, triggering
automatic disqualification from the mayoralty

e Timeline: Burnham served as interim MP until Parliament dissolved for summer recess,
then resigned as Mayor effective 18 June

e Paul Dennett (Salford Mayor) became interim Greater Manchester Mayor pending the
30 July 2026 by-election

Key Issues

1. Bee Network — Flagship integrated transport scheme (bus franchising, ticketing,
cycling). Now partly operational; performance and expansion plans are central

2. Clean Air Zone — Scrapped in 2023. Alternative non-charging plan's effectiveness is
debated

3. Housing — GM has consistently missed housebuilding targets

4. Devolution — Burnham has pushed for more powers (transport, housing, skills, rail)

5. Policing — Mayor oversees the GM Police and Crime Commissioner role

Candidates for 2026 By-Election

Party Candidate Status

Labour Bev Craig Selected 26 June — Manchester City

Council leader

Reform UK Sian Astley Confirmed — leader of Reform group

on Manchester City Council

Green Geraldine Coggins Announced 20 June — Trafford
councillor

Conservatives Phil Eckersley Confirmed — local businessman &
councillor

Lib Dem Richard Kilpatrick Confirmed — Stockport councillor

Restore Britain Marlon West Confirmed — child exploitation
campaigner

Independent Marcus Farmer Confirmed — stood in 2017 & 2021



Labour

e Bev Craig (Manchester City Council leader since 2021) is the clear frontrunner

e Selection timetable: applications by Sunday 21 June, voting 24-26 June, result 26 June

e Considered "credible and competent" but questions about beating Reform even with SV
system

Reform UK

e Dan Barker (board member, former 2024 mayoral candidate) expected as candidate
e Party confident they can win after strong local election performance in GM wards
e Criticised Labour's SV system change as "cynical attempt to sway the race"

Green Party

e Candidate to be announced alongside Zack Polanski (party leader) over weekend
e Expected to run serious campaign after standing down in Makerfield

Other Parties

e Conservatives: Nadim Muslim (Bolton council leader) rumoured
e Lib Dems: Richard Kilpatrick (Stockport councillor) rumoured
e Restore Britain: Marlon West rumoured

Polling

Date Pollster Burnham % Reform % Con % Green % Lib Dem %

May 2024 — 63.4% 2.4% 18.6% 8.4% 5.9%
(actual result)

No recent mayoral-specific polling available. Burnham remains personally popular (>60% approval
in most surveys) but Labour's national collapse in May 2026 local elections could affect his position.
A Survation survey published 24 May 2026 put Labour on 26% nationally under Starmer, with
Reform at 28% and the Tories at 20%. Under Burnham's leadership, a More in Common survey put
Labour on 30%, Reform on 27%, Tories on 20%.

Key Developments (25-28 May 2026)



Burnham and Streeting Jointly Hit Back at Tony
Blair Over Inequality

On 27 May 2026, both Andy Burnham and Wes Streeting publicly pushed back against Tony
Blair's scathing 5,600-word essay attacking the Labour government. Burnham told the Observer
that Blair's essay "doesn't mention inequality once", saying: "If you don't get how that's driving
politics now, if you are not rooting your analysis in the fact that people are unable to live and that
things that were taken for granted are no longer affordable, then you are not understanding what's
going on." Streeting wrote in the Guardian that inequality — "the defining issue of our age" — is
barely confronted in Blair's analysis, warning that the centre-left "cannot answer populism merely
with managerial competence or technological optimism". This joint pushback from the two main
Starmer rivals — both considered potential leadership challengers — was covered by the BBC,
Manchester Evening News, and The Independent.

Blair Contradiction: Backs Burnham but Warns
Against Coup

On 27 May, Tony Blair simultaneously called Burnham a "great guy" while warning Labour against
toppling Keir Starmer. The MEN reported: "Blair backs 'great guy' Andy Burnham to return to
Parliament but warns Labour over Starmer plot." The contradictory framing underlines Blair's
ambivalent position — supportive of Burnham as an individual but opposed to a leadership coup.

Independent Poll: Burnham Beats Farage by 14
Points

On 27 May 2026, The Independent published a poll showing Andy Burnham would beat Nigel
Farage by 14 percentage points in a head-to-head general election matchup. The finding is being
widely shared as evidence of Burnham's national credibility and ability to defeat the Reform leader
— a key argument in his leadership case.

Blunkett: Blair "Stuck in His Glory Days"

The Guardian reported on 27 May that David Blunkett and other Labour figures cast doubt on
Blair's intervention, describing the former PM as "stuck in his glory days". This adds senior Labour
voices to the pushback against Blair's critique.

Reform UK's Kenyon: "Brexiters Peddled
Nationalistic Pish"



The Guardian revealed on 27 May that Robert Kenyon, Reform UK's Makerfield candidate, had
previously described Brexiters as peddling "nationalistic pish". The revelation adds to the
controversy around Kenyon's past social media posts (previously: calling abortion "cowardly
murder"), creating further headaches for Reform UK's by-election campaign.

Nigel Farage and Rupert Lowe Feud Intensifies

The MEN reported on the intensifying feud between Nigel Farage and Rupert Lowe over Elon
Musk's support for Restore Britain in Makerfield. The split in the right-wing vote continues to be the
defining dynamic of the by-election.

Winstanley Comments on Kenyon Social Media
Storm

The MEN published a piece on Winstanley residents' views on the Robert Kenyon social media
controversy, with opinions split between "disgusting" and "pub banter".

Elon Musk Backs Restore Britain, Splitting the
Right-Wing Vote

On 25 May 2026, Elon Musk retweeted a post from Rupert Lowe (ex-Reform MP, now leading
Restore Britain) about the Makerfield by-election saying "Restore Britain". The intervention is seen
as a deliberate split of the right-wing vote that could benefit Andy Burnham.

e Restore Britain is fielding Rebecca Shepherd in Makerfield. A Survation poll of 369
respondents showed Shepherd taking votes from Reform, spooking Reform figures

e Nigel Farage said Burnham would be "delighted" by Musk's intervention

e Duncan Bannatyne (former Dragons' Den star) endorsed Shepherd as "very passionate"
about high streets

e Restore Britain has recruited disgraced former Conservative MP Scott Benton as its
campaign manager for Makerfield

e Reform UK figures are warning voters: "Vote Restore, get Burnham"

e Raheem Kassam (former Farage adviser) called Restore a "spite party from all angles" and
a "pawn" of Musk

Burnham Seeks Advice from Sue Grey on
Forming Government

On 24 May 2026, the Guardian reported that Andy Burnham has sought advice from Sue Gray,
Keir Starmer's former chief of staff, on how to manage a potential transition into Downing Street.
Key details:



Gray and Burnham have known each other for decades, going back to his time as a
minister under Blair

Gray is understood to have advised on how a future government could be formed
Gray is not expected to take any formal role in a future Burnham administration
Darren Jones (Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Starmer ally) criticised the internal
jockeying as "fantasy politics" but called Burnham a "brilliant politician"

Polly Toynbee: Burnham's Route to Save
Labour

On 25 May 2026, Guardian columnist Polly Toynbee argued Burnham's path requires: a new
manifesto, a new election, and electoral reform. She positioned Burnham as Labour's best hope to
reconnect with voters after the local election collapse.

Guardian Podcast: Burnham's (Third) Bid for
Labour Leadership

On 26 May 2026, the Guardian's Politics Weekly UK podcast examined Burnham's leadership
ambitions through an interview with Guardian north of England editor Josh Halliday. Key excerpts:

e Halliday described Burnham's deliberate persona-building as "king of the north",
particularly during Covid, as "speaking for the world outside Westminster"

e "Over the last few weeks, Burnham has been telling people that he's the only person
who can save this country from Reform UK"

e The podcast traced Burnham's political journey from Blairite minister to Corbyn-aligned
figure to current pragmatist positioning

e Discussed whether Burnham actually stands for distinct policies or is primarily defined by
his opposition to Starmer

Clive Lewis: Burnham's Rise Is a "Sign of the
Fight to Come"

On 27 May 2026, Labour MP Clive Lewis wrote a Guardian op-ed arguing that the establishment
reaction to Andy Burnham's rise signals the fight ahead. Lewis — a significant figure on the Labour
left who stood for the leadership in 2015 — positioned Burnham's candidacy as a progressive
moment requiring action on three fronts. The piece was headlined "The establishment reaction to
Andy Burnham's rise is a sign of the fight to come", with the subtitle: "The old settlement will not
politely bow out for its replacement - which is why progressives must take action on these three
fronts." This represents notable left-wing support for Burnham from a quarter that has previously
been skeptical of him.



Greens Scale Back Makerfield Campaign

On 26 May 2026, the Guardian reported that the Green Party is running a scaled-back
campaign in the Makerfield by-election, in a potential boost for Andy Burnham. The Greens
had previously selected James Booth as their candidate, but as of late May the actual candidate is
Sarah Wakefield (Booth had withdrawn). A reduced Green campaign effectively removes the left-
leaning vote-splitting threat, consolidating non-Reform support behind Burnham. This follows the
Greens' refusal to stand aside entirely (reported 26 May on r/lUKGreens) but suggests a de-
escalation of their campaign effort.

Harriet Harman: UK Could Face General
Election If Burnham Replaces Starmer

On 26 May 2026, former Labour deputy leader Harriet Harman warned that the UK could be
"tipped into a general election" if Andy Burnham replaces Keir Starmer as Labour leader. Harman, a
seasoned constitutional expert and veteran Labour figure, raised the stakes of the leadership
speculation, suggesting that a change of PM mid-parliament from Starmer to Burnham could force
an early general election. The intervention from a figure of Harman's stature adds weight to the
broader constitutional debate around Burnham's leadership ambitions.

Tony Blair Advises Starmer and Rivals to
Abandon Net Zero

On 26 May 2026, the Guardian reported that Tony Blair had issued a "highly unusual intervention"
telling both Starmer and his Labour rivals (including Burnham) to abandon net zero commitments
and move closer to Donald Trump. The former PM said his party's "almost infinite capacity for self-
delusion" makes it likely to lose the next election. While the piece was published on the Andy
Burnham tag page and addressed to both camps, Blair's intervention is notable as a broadside at
the entire Labour leadership ecosystem, Burnham included.

MEN: How Popular is Andy Burnham?

The Manchester Evening News published a feature headlined "How popular is Andy Burnham in
Greater Manchester?" (26 May), examining his approval ratings and local standing as he
campaigns for Parliament while continuing as mayor. The piece comes amid growing debate about
whether his mayoral popularity can survive the dual-candidacy controversy and the £5m mayoral
by-election cost if he wins Makerfield.

Voting System Change for Mayoral Elections



On 26 May 2026, multiple reports confirmed Labour ministers are restoring the
Supplementary Vote (SV) system for mayoral elections, replacing the FPTP system introduced
by the Conservative government. Widespread discussion on r/ukpolitics:

e The change is widely interpreted as Labour protecting against a Reform UK win in a
future GM mayoral by-election — under FPTP, Reform would have a strong chance of
winning if Burnham vacates the role

¢ Comments on Reddit describe the move as "self-serving" and explicitly designed to
prevent Reform winning the Manchester mayoralty

e r/lLabour thread: "New law restores fairer voting system for mayoral elections" — party-
aligned framing

Burnham on Jury Trials and Disability Benefits

Appearing on local radio on 26-27 May, Burnham made two notable interventions while
campaigning:

e Jury trials: Warned the government should not "take away something that's a lynchpin of
a fair society" after reports ministers were considering scrapping jury trials for certain
offences. "My call on the Government is to pause this and take a step back and have
proper consideration."

e Disability benefits: Said the government has made "the wrong choice" by cutting
disability benefits. His centrist positioning continues — backing Shabana Mahmood's
immigration limits while opposing DWP cuts.

MEN: Burnham "Doesn't Chop and Change
Loyalties"

The Manchester Evening News published a light-hearted piece headlined "'Sorry Blur, it's just
not even a discussion' — Andy Burnham doesn't chop and change loyalties" (26 May).
Burnham confirmed his music loyalties, contrasting with his reputation for political repositioning.
The piece appeared under the "MAKERFIELD BY-ELECTION 2026" tag.

MEN also published "The heated opinions in the centre of political earthquake on a
scorching Bank Holiday Monday" (26 May) — an on-the-ground report from Makerfield
canvassing, capturing voter sentiment on a hot Bank Holiday as the by-election campaign entered
its final weeks.

"Andy Burnham is a Starmerite" — Labour Left
Pushback



A thread on r/LabourUK (26 May) argued that Burnham is essentially "Starmer in a northern accent"
with no distinct policy platform. The thread (29 points, 18 comments) reflects growing skepticism
from Labour left figures who previously saw Burnham as an alternative to Starmer. Combined with
reports that a left-wing Labour candidate could challenge Burnham, the thread signals that
Burnham may struggle to unite both the Labour left and the right in a leadership contest.

Twitter/X Discussion

a4 Source: Nitter search, 27 May 2026 (evening update)

The mayoralty discourse is dominated by the Makerfield by-election, the Reform/right-wing split,
and the cost of a potential mayoral by-election. New themes from 27 May:

o £100k on by-election + £5m on mayoral: Nitter discourse now specifies Labour
spending £100,000 on Burnham's by-election campaign and potentially £5m on a
subsequent mayoral by-election. "Labour is spending £100k on Burnham's by-election and
a potential £5m on a mayoral vote if he wins. They could have used that money to house
Makerfield's homeless instead."

o Mayoral by-election risk framing: "The prize isn't the by-election, have you thought
about the mayoral election if Burnham wins?" and "He's a fall guy candidate, they'd much
rather Burnham wins narrowly for the chaos that would cause & 'cos it opens the door for
them in the Greater Manchester mayoral election"

* Voting system change discourse: Tweets noting Labour restoring SV for mayoral
elections to block Reform — widely shared

e Jury trials comment shared: Telegraph article about Burnham's warning on jury trials —
"Andy Burnham, the Mayor of Greater Manchester, warned that the Government should
not 'take away something that's a lynchpin of a fair society'"

o Disability benefits comment: "The government has made 'the wrong choice' by cutting
disability benefits, Greater Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham says" — shared via BBC
article

e Grooming gangs scandal thread: A detailed 30-minute breakdown by Raja Miah
continuing to circulate, accusing Burnham of overseeing a system "deliberately
engineered to bury the truth" about Pakistani rape gangs

e Salary donation thread: "Burnham has donated 15% of his salary every year since
becoming Greater Manchester Mayor. 'lI've done that for nine years.'" — shared positively

 £5m mayoral by-election cost: Multiple tweets highlight that Greater Manchester
taxpayers would foot a ~£4.7-5m bill for a mayoral by-election if Burnham wins
Makerfield. "If you pay all the election expenses artificially created by the @UKLabour
including GM mayoral election if he wins" — this is the dominant Twitter narrative against
Burnham's dual candidacy



e Reform winning the mayoralty: "Also if Burnham squeaks it there will be an election
for Manchester Mayor which Reform will have a very good chance of winning" — widely
accepted that Reform would be favourites in a mayoral by-election

e Burnham keeping mayor role as safety net: "If Burnham was so confident of winning
he'd resign as GM Mayor and put everything in to the Makerfield by-election. As it is, he's
keeping his Mayoral role as a safety net" — criticism that he hasn't resigned as mayor

e Right-wing split discourse: The Musk/Restore/Reform split features heavily. "l think
Reform want to lose the Makerfield by-election. Their aims will be achieved far quicker
with disruption within the govt if Burnham returns & an early GE" — theory that Reform
benefits more from Burnham as PM than as mayor

e Grooming gangs scandal: A long critical thread about Burnham's handling of the
Pakistani grooming gangs scandal as GM Mayor is circulating, accusing him of a cover-up.
This is amplified by right-wing accounts

e Labour MP defections to Greens: A Telegraph story about Labour MPs preparing to
defect to the Green Party if Burnham loses Makerfield is being shared

e Burnham salary donation: Burnham has donated 15% of his salary every year as mayor
— "lI've done that for nine years. | would carry that commitment into this" — shared
positively

Key themes from X:

Mayoral by-election cost (£4.7-5m for taxpayers) — the most common criticism
Reform likely to win a mayoral by-election if Burnham wins Makerfield

Burnham hasn't resigned as mayor — seen as hedging his bets

Right-wing split (Musk/Lowe/Restore vs Farage/Reform) may hand Burnham Makerfield
Grooming gangs scandal resurfacing as an attack line against Burnham

e whN e

Reddit Discussion

44 Source: reddit-readonly + old.reddit.com, 27 May 2026 (evening update)

On r/ukpolitics, the mayoral dual-candidacy is discussed in the context of whether Burnham can
realistically serve both roles. The NEC block (Gorton & Denton) is frequently cited as evidence of
Starmer's fear of Burnham. The "King of the North" nickname is debated — some see it as earned,
others as a media narrative.

Recent Reddit activity (26-27 May 2026):

e r/ukpolitics (294pts, 349 comments): "Andy Burnham says land in the UK is
'undertaxed' — largest thread, land tax proposals generating huge debate

e r/ukpolitics (209pts, 262 comments): "UK net migration needs to fall further, says Andy
Burnham" — migration stance generating cross-subsections



e r/ukpolitics (22pts, 41 comments): "Ministers want new voting system in place for
possible Manchester mayor race" — SV restoration discussed as Labour self-dealing

e r/LabourUK (29pts, 18 comments): "Andy Burnham is a Starmerite" — skepticism from
left that he'd be any different

e r/LabourUK (86pts, 53 comments): "Andy Burnham on public control of utilities" —
described as "substanceless waffle" by some

e r/reformuk (16pts, 15 comments): "Richard Tice: Vote Reform, Make Andy Burnham
HISTORY"

e r/reformuk (12pts, 13 comments): "Nigel Farage: Musk risks splitting Right in Burnham
by-election" — cross-posted from Guardian article

e r/Wigan (139 upvotes, 192 comments): Reform candidate Robert Kenyon's old social
media posts calling abortion "cowardly murder" — major discussion, heavily cross-posted

e r/LabourUK (11 upvotes, 16 comments): Burnham's housing policy interview — "Housing
First" philosophy, criticised the commodity approach to housing

e r/UKGreens (208 upvotes, 59 comments): Greens refusing to stand aside in Makerfield —
pushback against tactical voting arguments

e r/reformuk: Nigel Farage branding Burnham "open-borders Burnham" and warning he'll
tell voters one thing and Labour MPs another

e r/Labour: Burnham backing Shabana Mahmood's immigration changes — seen as a
centrist pivot

The mayoralty per se is barely discussed on Reddit at this stage — the focus is almost entirely on
Makerfield as a proxy for the leadership question. The mayoral by-election cost and Reform's
chances are acknowledged but not the main thread.

Key Developments (29 May 2026)

Times Front Page: Burnham Accuses Blair of
"Retro Thinking" on Deregulation

The Times led with Burnham's rebuttal of Tony Blair on its front page on 29 May 2026. In a write-up
published as the Blair essay debate continued, Burnham accused the former PM of "retro
thinking" on deregulation and said the market is not always the answer:

e Burnham wrote that "40 years of neoliberalism... has not been kind to communities in
Makerfield"

e Said "the falling living standards of millions is the gaping omission in his [Blair's] analysis"

e Argued that "Blairism sometimes saw the market as always the answer" and this thinking
"won't solve problems of voters in Makerfield and beyond"

e The Times headline: "Burnham backs state control in blast at Blair"

e The article was widely shared on social media, with @ukpapers posting the front page on
X showing "Burnham backs state control in blast at Blair" alongside a picture of Burnham



This represents Burnham's most pointed ideological distancing from Blairism — a deliberate
positioning to appeal to Makerfield voters who have been failed by deindustrialisation and
deregulation.

Guardian: Burnham Steps Back from Calls to
End Immigration Benefits Restriction (NRPF U-
turn)

On 28 May 2026, the Guardian's Peter Walker reported that Burnham has rolled back from his
previous calls to scrap the No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) rule, which since 1999 has
prevented new arrivals from claiming benefits or public housing before gaining settled status.

e 2019 position: Burnham called for NRPF to be "abolished" on his mayoral website

e 2023 position: Co-signed a letter with all GM borough mayors urging NRPF changes
during bridging hotels crisis

e 2026 position (current): Spokesperson says Burnham "recognises that towns across
this country want an immigration system to be fair and they want to know that the
government has control"

e If he wins Makerfield and becomes PM, he "will re-examine such policies and how best to
tackle rough sleeping"

The Evening Standard followed up with "All of Andy Burnham's U-turns explained as he
shifts stance on migrant benefits", framing this as his fifth U-turn since being announced as
Makerfield candidate. Policy reversals include: immigration benefits restriction, the £28bn green
investment pledge, rail nationalisation, ending the two-child benefit cap, and scrapping universal
credit.

Telegraph: Burnham Opens Door to Progressive
Alliance with Greens

The Telegraph reported on 28 May that Burnham refuses to rule out a "progressive alliance"
with Zack Polanski's Green Party if he becomes prime minister. The Evening Standard cross-
reported: "Burnham open to Green pact as Blair warns Labour on shift".

e Burnham said he would "work with all parties including the Greens to find common
ground"

e The story emerged amid the ongoing Blair essay row — Blair had warned Labour against
moving too far left

e A pact with the Greens would be a significant departure from traditional Labour
positioning and could reshape coalition arithmetic



MEN: "Something Stinks in Makerfield" — Toxic
Waste Dump Story

The Manchester Evening News published a feature (Chris Gee, 29 May) about 25,000 tonnes of
toxic waste dumped in Bickershaw (within the Makerfield constituency):

A week-long fire in summer 2025 forced nearby schools to close

A criminal investigation is underway; a 58-year-old man arrested by West Midlands Police
14 candidates from 11 parties plus 3 independents will contest the by-election on 18 June
Local residents (Lola Elliott, Andrea Thompson) interviewed about how the dumping will
affect their vote

MEN: Reform's Robert Kenyon Published
"Racy" WW?2 Novel

On 28 May, the MEN reported that Reform UK candidate Robert Kenyon self-published a novel
called "The Blood Waltz" in 2017:

e Described as a thriller with "danger, suspense, time-travel, Nazis, action, romance, and
(almost) sex scenes"”

Still available on Amazon for 99p / £6.99 paperback

44% of reviews give it 5 stars

Reform UK joked they hope "there will be queues outside bookshops in Wigan"
Kenyon's social media controversies now include: calling abortion "cowardly murder",
Brexiters "nationalistic pish", and publishing a racy Nazi thriller

MEN: Burnham Hits Back at Blair — Full Detall

MEN also published a full write-up of Burnham's Blair response (James Holt, 28 May), covering:

e Burnham's criticism that Blair's essay didn't mention inequality

e His accusation that "Blairism sometimes saw the market as always the answer"

e His argument that raising living standards "must be the defining mission of now"

e The admission that Blair's government failed to "take us off the direction set by Thatcher"

Chi Onwurah Campaigns for Burnham in
Makerfield

Labour MP Chi Onwurah tweeted (29 May) about canvassing for Burnham: "Great day knocking on
doors @andy4makerfield — so many feel they know him and his achievements as Mayor of Greater
Manchester." She recounted a resident whose granddaughter went to school with Burnham's



children, and that he "cooked up a great breakfast after sleepovers."

BBC Radio 4 Today: Burnham Responds to
Blair on Air

BBC Radio 4 Today covered Burnham's response to Tony Blair's essay on the morning of 29 May,
with the political correspondent explaining Burnham's rebuttal. The Today programme is the
highest-profile radio platform for political debate, giving Burnham a national broadcast audience
for his Blair critique.

Nitter Discourse (29 May)

Key themes from X search on 29 May:

e Burnham salary donation positive: @ToryFibs tweeted Burnham refused £150k of
salary and diverted it to rough sleeping — halved rough sleeping in Manchester

e Times front page shared widely: @ukpapers posted the Times headline "Burnham
backs state control in blast at Blair"

e NRPF reversal discourse: @NewsTongueX tweeted "Burnham backs off calls to scrap
immigrant benefits ban ahead of byelection" — Guardian article shared widely

e Green pact debate: @Orgetorix tweeted "Burnham opens door to pact with Greens" —
Telegraph article circulating

e Criticism continues: @AlisonEBond criticised Burnham's mayoral record, @juneslaterl?
hit the "no real job" line, @Dr_RonMoore said Burnham should resign as mayor

e Observer interview: @ObserverUK promoted Rachel Sylvester's new politics newsletter
featuring an interview with Burnham about his father's Alzheimer's, social care, and trust
in politics

e Chi Onwurah canvassing: Labour MP shared positive canvassing experience in
Makerfield

Key Developments (31 May - 1 June
2026)

Bloomberg: Burnham Leaves Door Open to
Snap General Election

Bloomberg reported (31 May) that Burnham has "left open the possibility" of calling an
early general election if he becomes prime minister. The story — which had 17,300+ views on X



— is the most significant new development, indicating Burnham is actively "wargaming" a snap
election scenario. The r/ukpolitics discussion thread (6pts, 113 comments) debated the
constitutional implications heavily.

MEN: Burnham v Farage Social Media Clash

The Manchester Evening News reported (31 May) a social media clash between Andy Burnham
and Nigel Farage:

e Farage posted an Al-generated image of people in a boat carrying "Vote Andy Burnham"
placards — linking Burnham to immigration

e Burnham replied: "Are you getting desperate, lad? Maybe keep your crypto millions for
something else."

e The exchange dominated both MEN's live blog (1 June) and X/Twitter discourse

e The Daily Record also reported the clash under the headline "Burnham labelled Farage
'desperate'

MEN: Burnham Campaign Logo Revealed

The MEN live blog (1 June, updated 07:27) reported that a campaign logo for Labour's Andy
Burnham in Makerfield has been revealed. The by-election is now 18 days away.

Observer: Burnham "Committed to Proportional
Representation”

Keith Mullin reported (31 May) from an Observer interview that Burnham is "committed to
proportional representation" — a significant policy position that could reshape the electoral reform
debate. The X post has 276 views.

Burnham Wants Councils, Not Private
Companies, to House Asylum Seekers

The North East England update (31 May) reported Burnham wants to end private companies
housing asylum seekers, instead using local councils. This extends his asylum hotel contracts
pledge and represents a further leftward positioning on migration.

Morning Star: "Burnham's Big Test — Resist
Reform or Bend to It?"



The Morning Star published an analysis by Solomon Hughes (31 May) examining whether Burnham
will resist Reform's pressure or shift right. The piece — shared on r/LabourUK (20pts, 5 comments)
— references his GM mayoral record on asylum/refugee policy. The framing: will Burnham be the
left-wing challenger or another centrist capitulation?

X/Twitter Discourse (31 May - 1 June)

Key themes from Nitter search:

e Leadership bid / Makerfield skepticism: @DaveKent1l01l questioned Reform winning
all Makerfield council wards if Burnham is such a good mayor. @ZosoGraffiti called him
“chicken" for not resigning the mayoralty. @LyticaAnna68024 posted a long anti-Burnham
rant covering grooming gangs, career politician accusations.

e Manchester Town Hall renovation blame: Multiple users (@Tim_Mullen, @McrHistory,
@inspiredlanky) corrected the claim that Burnham was responsible for Town Hall
renovation costs — it's Manchester City Council's responsibility, not the GM Mayor's. High-
engagement cluster of corrections.

e Grooming gangs defence: @stuegs (x2) defended Burnham, noting he initiated
independent reviews into historical abuse in Manchester, Rochdale, and Oldham when he
became mayor.

e Grooming gangs attack: @GRFCWoosie claimed "Greater Manchester grooming gangs
were enabled by the Mayor." @musicmumnshoes shared a whistleblower story.

e Bloomberg snap election story: 17,300+ views, with Burnham "left open the
possibility" of early general election

e PR commitment: Observer interview reports Burnham committed to proportional
representation

e Farage clash: Burnham replied "Are you getting desperate, lad?" to Farage's Al-
generated immigration attack image

Reddit Discussion (31 May - 1 June)

e r/ukpolitics (6pts, 113 comments): "EXC: Burnham Being Privately Advised to Call Early
Election on Entry to No10" — heavy constitutional debate

e r/Manchester (2pts, 23 comments): "Split a G outside Andy HQ" — humorous post about
something outside campaign HQ

e r/LabourUK (22pts, 3 comments): "Nigel Farage posts bizarre Al image of migrants with
'vote Andy Burnham' placards"

e r/LabourUK (20pts, 5 comments): "Burnham's big test: resist Reform or bend to it?" —
Morning Star analysis shared

Key Developments (30 May 2026)



Sky News: Burnham Allies Plan Cross-Party
Council to Stop Reform UK

On 30 May, Sky News reported that Burnham's allies are planning a cross-party
coalition/council arrangement specifically designed to prevent a Reform UK government. This
represents the most concrete reported planning for how a future Burnham-led government would
approach governing.

The Independent: "Is Andy Burnham Labour's
Version of Boris Johnson?"

The Independent published an analysis piece (30 May) drawing parallels between Burnham's
populist appeal and Boris Johnson's, asking whether Burnham represents a similar brand of
insurgent, personality-driven politics — but from the left.

Politics Home: "Nobody Thinks This Is In The
Bag"

A detailed campaign trail piece (30 May) from Makerfield highlighting internal nervousness within
Labour despite public confidence. The piece notes that Burnham's campaign team are acutely
aware of the tight race.

GB News Polling: Burnham Dealt New Blow

GB News reported (30 May) that new polling shows Burnham struggling against Reform UK in head-
to-head matchups, contradicting the Independent poll from earlier in the week showing Burnham
beating Farage by 14 points.

Burnham to Rip Up Asylum Hotel Contracts

GB News and The Times (29-30 May) reported that Burnham is pledging to cancel asylum
hotel contracts if he becomes PM — continuing the migration-policy U-turn, extending the NRPR
pivot.

Telegraph: Burnham Allies Urge Him to Make
Louise Haigh Chancellor



The Telegraph reported (29 May) that Burnham's allies are pushing for Louise Haigh to serve as
Chancellor in a future Burnham government — a significant signal of cabinet formation plans.
Haigh is a prominent figure on Labour's left, suggesting a leftward tilt in potential economic policy.

Constitution Unit: What Could a Burnham
Premiership Mean for Constitutional Reform?

The Constitution Unit Blog (29 May) published a detailed analysis of the constitutional implications
of a Burnham premiership, covering electoral reform, devolution, and House of Lords reform. This is
notable as the first serious academic analysis of the constitutional consequences of a Burnham
government.

CNBC: Burnham Calls for "Strong Public
Control" Over Industry and Al

CNBC published (29 May) a major international business-focused piece: Burnham interviewed
about his vision for state intervention in industry and Al regulation. Headline: "'You can't just leave
it to the market': Frontrunner to replace UK PM Starmer calls for 'strong public control' over
industry and Al."

Financial Times Profile: "How Andy Burnham
Adapted His Politics to Skyscraper City"

The FT published (29 May) a detailed profile examining Burnham's political evolution during his
time as Manchester mayor — from his early mayoral positioning to his current national ambitions.
The piece tracks how his time as mayor reshaped his political identity.

Guardian: Reform and Restore Britain "Lock
Horns" in Makerfield

The Guardian (29 May) reported on the intensifying conflict between Reform UK and Restore Britain
in Makerfield, headlined "'This is so pathetic': Reform and Restore Britain lock horns in Makerfield
byelection buildup." The right-wing vote split continues to be the defining dynamic.

Freedland Op-Ed: Blair "Stuck in the Past"

Jonathan Freedland in The Guardian (29 May) published a major op-ed headlined "Tony Blair says
he is all about the future - but his vision is woefully stuck in the past" — adding a high-profile
Guardian columnist's voice to the pushback against Blair's essay.



Nitter Discourse (30 May)

Key themes from X search on 30 May:

o Betting markets: Burnham 7/20 (71%) favourite to win Makerfield vs Reform's Rob
Kenyon at 10/3 (22%)

e Survation poll cited: Burnham 43%, Reform 40% — neck-and-neck, the race is
tightening

e SV voting system change: Labour accused of "rushing through" restoration of
Supplementary Vote for mayoral elections via secondary legislation to prevent Reform
winning GM in a by-election

e Grooming gangs attack: Reform UK's Zia Yusuf tweeted "Andy Burnham had the power
to stop the grooming gangs, but chose not to" — Daily Mail article amplifying this widely
shared

e Manchester Airport case: Two men cleared over alleged police assault; some calling on
Burnham to pardon them, others criticising his inaction on crime

e Carol Vorderman intervention: Sending letters to female voters in Makerfield calling
Reform candidate Robert Kenyon a "little coward" — MEN exclusive

e Haigh as Chancellor: Telegraph story about Burnham allies pushing Louise Haigh for
Chancellor widely shared

e Burnham-Blair essay war continues: Multiple tweets analysing the Burnham/Blair
exchanges, with Burnham's Times article still circulating

e Cross-party council plan: Sky News exclusive about Burnham allies' coalition planning
widely discussed

e Morning Star: "Burnham's big test: resist Reform or bend to it?" — analysis of his
positioning

e Criticism of Burnham not resigning as mayor: Multiple users calling for him to resign
the GM mayoralty before the by-election, accusing him of keeping it as a "fallback"

e Burnham calling for public control of Al and industry: CNBC interview quotes
circulating internationally

Key Developments (2 June 2026)

Polly Toynbee: British Politics "Fractured and
Chaotic" but "Brimming with Ideas"

Guardian columnist Polly Toynbee published a column on 2 June headlined "British politics is
fractured and chaotic - but at last it's brimming with ideas for the future". Tagged under
the Andy Burnham topic page, the piece argues:



e "Finally, Labour is talking policy, thanks to the leadership contest and Tony Blair's
intervention"

e The centre-right is making a "much-needed fightback too"

e The article positions Burnham as central to a newly dynamic political landscape where
policy debates are finally happening

The column was published at 08.00 BST on 2 June.

Andy Beckett: Austerity and Bond Markets —
Tagged Under Burnham

Guardian columnist Andy Beckett published "Despite what the UK right will tell you,
appeasing bond markets has actually led to instability” (2 June, 06.00 BST), tagged on the
Andy Burnham topic page. The piece argues that austerity has benefited bond traders but
impoverished UK society and led to the rise of populism — directly relevant to Burnham's critique
of neoliberalism and Blairism.

Mandelson Files: "Beleaguered and Bereft" —
The Context for Burnham's Rise

The biggest UK political story of 1-2 June 2026 is the release of Peter Mandelson's unfiltered
messages calling Keir Starmer's No 10 operation "beleaguered and bereft". Key details:

e Hundreds of pages of documents relating to Mandelson's appointment as US ambassador
were made public

e Mandelson described No 10 in starkly critical terms

e Minister Pat McFadden said: "Every meeting | have is 'who can we tax in order to pay
benefits to others'"

e The BBC Politics page led with the story as its top item throughout 1-2 June

e Chris Mason wrote: "Decision to appoint Mandelson continues to inflict damage"

This undermines Starmer's premiership and creates the chaotic backdrop in which Burnham's
leadership positioning gains traction — every headline about a "beleaguered" No 10 is implicitly an
argument for an alternative.

Guardian: "'Labour Have Lost Their Way' —
Voters in Makerfield Say It's Time for a Change"

Published 31 May but prominent on 2 June, the Guardian's on-the-ground reporting from Makerfield
by Hannah Al-Othman and Sundus Abdi provides critical insight into voter sentiment:



e The constituency is studded with turquoise "Makerfield Needs Reform" banners

e Labour has held the seat continuously since the 1900s; with any other candidate, it
"would almost certainly fall to Reform"

e Core local issues: flooding (New Year's Day 2025 floods), 25,000-tonne illegal waste
dump in Bickershaw, poor public transport (no Metrolink, 1 hour to Manchester by
train/bus)

e Voters are not put off by Reform's anti-net zero policies — even flood victims don't
connect flooding to climate policy

o Immigration and disenchantment with Labour are the two key drivers to Reform

e Reform voters aware of Kenyon's controversies (calling abortion "cowardly murder",
describing gay people as "poofs", saying "I'm sexist") but not deterred

e Restore Britain polling at 7% (Survation) — seen as the main threat to Reform's chances

e Direct voter quote: "Andy Burnham is not going to do anything. He's using it as a stepping
stone to become prime minister. He doesn't care about Makerfield."

MEN: "We Showed Makerfield Residents Nigel
Farage and Andy Burnham's Spat About
Immigration. The Response Was Telling"

The Manchester Evening News published a new feature examining how Makerfield residents
responded to the Farage-Burnham social media clash (Farage posted an Al-generated immigration
attack image; Burnham replied "Are you getting desperate, lad?"). The story is tagged under
WIGAN and appears prominently on the MEN front page.

MEN: "The Green Candidate in Makerfield is
Betting on Hope in an Age of Anger"

A profile of Green Party candidate Sarah Wakefield, examining her campaign strategy in a seat
dominated by the Labour-Reform fight. The Green campaign is scaled back (as previously reported
26 May), but Wakefield is positioning herself as an alternative to the anger-driven politics of both
main contenders.

Reddit & Nitter

Reddit (r/ukpolitics, r/Manchester) and Nitter (Twitter/X search) were both unavailable during the 2
June morning scan — blocked/returning empty pages. No fresh social media data collected for this
update.



Key Developments (3 June 2026)

MEN: Burnham Says He WON'T Call Snap
General Election If PM — Reverses Bloomberg

Story

The Manchester Evening News published "Andy Burnham says he WON'T call snap general
election if he becomes Prime Minister” (3 June, updated 07:37). This directly contradicts —
and effectively walks back — the Bloomberg story from 31 May which reported Burnham had "left
open the possibility" of calling an early general election.

Key details from the article:

e Burnham is now explicitly ruling out a snap election scenario

e This represents a significant shift from the Bloomberg framing that generated heavy
X/Twitter discourse (17,300+ views) and r/ukpolitics debate (113 comments)

e The article is tagged under ANDY BURNHAM and has 6 comments

e The clarification comes as the Mandelson files scandal continues to erode Starmer's
position, creating pressure on Burnham to clarify his intentions

Significance: This is a defensive move. The snap election speculation was hurting Burnham — it
fed the narrative that he was a destabilising force who'd plunge the country into another election.
Ruling it out lets him pivot to being a "safe pair of hands" alternative rather than a disruptor.

MEN: ""Change Can't Come Soon Enough' —
Burnham Issues Statement on Mandelson Files"

Burnham has issued a direct statement on the Mandelson files scandal, saying "change can't
come soon enough”. The article (3 June, tagged under MAKERFIELD BY-ELECTION 2026) positions
Burnham as explicitly capitalising on the scandal that has weakened Starmer.

Key details:

e The Mandelson files (released 1-2 June) described Starmer's No 10 as "beleaguered and
bereft"

e Burnham's statement frames himself as the agent of that change

e 7 comments — the most commented-on article on the Burnham tag page today alongside
the snap election piece

e The statement puts Burnham in an openly adversarial position relative to Starmer's
government



Significance: This is the most direct public criticism of Starmer's operation from Burnham yet.
While he's previously criticised policy (immigration, disability benefits), this is a direct political
statement about the government's dysfunction.

MEN: Henry Nowak Murder — Farage Claims
"Two-Tier Culture" as Protests Erupt

The top story on the Burnham tag page (tagged NATIONAL NEWS) is about Nigel Farage wading
into the Henry Nowak murder case, claiming it shows a "two-tier culture" and protesters
clashing with riot police. This is the dominant national news story on 3 June, and while it's not
Burnham-specific, it provides the political context:

e Starmer said he "felt sick" watching the bodycam footage of Nowak's arrest

e Shabana Mahmood condemned violence at protests

e The story is dominating the BBC and Guardian front pages

e For Burnham's positioning, the Nowak case creates a volatile national backdrop — police
trust, racial tensions, and Farage capitalising on culture war grievances

Guardian: Rafael Behr — "Andy Burnham Offers
Labour a Refreshing New Voice to Reach Lost
Voters — But With What Message?"

Guardian columnist Rafael Behr published a significant analysis piece (3 June, 06.00 BST)
examining Burnham's political substance:

o The personality vs policy question: Behr argues Burnham's "blokeish affability" isn't
enough — the question is whether he has a substantive platform beyond being "not
Starmer"

e The behind-the-scenes anecdote: A senior civil servant described working for
Burnham as "revising for exams with a mate who might turn to you and say: 'shall we
sack this off for a bit and play football instead?'" — meant as a compliment, but signalling
indecision

e The Brexit faultline: Behr argues Burnham cannot simply rely on a "progressive bloc
vote" of remainers — he needs to actually bridge the cultural divide created by Brexit

e Structural political change: Behr cites British Social Attitudes survey research showing
Reform UK voters have "a level of emotional attachment that neither Labour nor the
Conservatives have managed to inspire in voters for decades"

e The enthusiasm gap: 75% of 2024 Reform voters turned out in 2026 locals vs 62% for
Labour — "wide enough to account for seats changing hands without many voters having
to switch parties"

e Tactical voting potential: 30% of Green voters in May's locals had considered backing
Labour, compared with only 6% of Reform supporters — suggesting an anti-Farage



coalition is available
e The Labour existential question: "Labour has an existential need to believe that a new
leader could rekindle the old flame... It is easier to imagine Burnham's blokeish affability

as the missing ingredient than it is to describe the platform that would reunite a fractured
electoral coalition"

Significance: This is one of the sharpest analytical pieces yet on the Burnham question from a
mainstream Guardian columnist. Behr is sympathetic but pointed — he identifies the gap between
Burnham's personal appeal and his policy substance as the central unanswered question.

Guardian: Polly Curtis — "Britain is in a Doom
Loop" — Tagged Under Burnham

Polly Curtis, chief executive of Demos, published a column (3 June, 08.00 BST) tagged on the Andy
Burnham topic page, arguing that public mistrust of democracy is the core problem
regardless of who is PM:

e "Unless Starmer, Burnham or Streeting do that, the issue of who is PM is moot"
e The "doom loop": people don't trust the government -» government can't deliver - trust is
further eroded

e The piece provides intellectual framing for the wider context of Burnham's rise — a deep
crisis of democratic legitimacy that any leader would face

Significance: The Guardian deliberately tagging this under Burnham signals the paper sees the
trust-in-democracy question as central to the Burnham leadership narrative.

Guardian: Wednesday Briefing — Mandelson
Revelations Continue

The Guardian's First Edition newsletter (3 June) focuses on the ongoing Mandelson files scandal: "A
fresh tranche of leaked messages has reignited doubts in a country weary from years of scandal
about how power is exercised in Westminster." This provides the continuing backdrop for
Burnham's "change can't come soon enough" positioning.

BBC News — No New Burnham Coverage

The BBC has no new Burnham-specific articles today. The top story is the Henry Nowak murder
protests. The BBC's most recent Burnham article is 6 days old (his response to the Blair essay). The
BBC appears to have removed the dedicated Greater Manchester Mayor topic page (404 error).

Reddit & Nitter



Reddit (r/ukpolitics, r/Manchester) and Nitter (Twitter/X search) were both unavailable during the 3
June morning scan — blocked/returning empty pages. No fresh social media data collected.

Summary of Key Dynamics (3 June
2026)

1. Burnham walks back snap election talk — After Bloomberg's 31 May story reported
Burnham had "left open the possibility" of an early GE, the MEN now reports he WON'T call
one. A defensive move to counter the "destabiliser" narrative, allowing him to frame
himself as a safe alternative to Starmer's chaos

2. "Change can't come soon enough" — Burnham directly capitalises on the Mandelson
files scandal, issuing his most explicit statement yet that Starmer's government is failing.
The "beleaguered and bereft" framing gives him permission to openly position as the
alternative

3. Henry Nowak murder dominates the news — Farage uses the case to push "two-tier
culture" narrative, creating a volatile national backdrop. For Burnham, this is a distraction
from Makerfield and a reminder of the culture war terrain Farage owns

4. Rafael Behr asks the hard question — The Guardian's most pointed analysis yet on
Burnham's substance gap. Behr argues blokeish affability isn't enough; Burnham needs a
platform that bridges the Brexit faultline, not just a progressive remainer coalition

5. Polly Curtis widens the lens — The trust-in-democracy "doom loop" is the deeper
crisis; the question of who is PM is secondary unless Starmer, Burnham or Streeting can
rebuild public faith

6. Reddit & Nitter blocked — No social media data available for the morning scan. Both
platforms were inaccessible during the scan

7. YouGov poll (2 June): Burnham splits public on PM credentials — 33% think he
looks like a PM in waiting, 33% don't. However, 44% say he's done a good job as mayor
(12% bad). In the North West, 71% approve of his mayoral performance. Burnham rated
more competent, likeable, and decisive than Starmer (whose ratings have collapsed to 59-
60% negative across all traits, with 74% seeing him as indecisive). Full results: YouGov, 2
June 2026.

8. Count Binface added to Makerfield candidates — The BBC confirmed Count Binface
is standing in the Makerfield by-election (Binface Party), joining 14 candidates total.
Burnham remains the Labour candidate.

9. Burnham calls for development halt in Wigan over flooding — MEN reports
Burnham has called for all major developments in Wigan to be stopped until the flooding
issue is sorted (referencing New Year's Day 2025 floods). A local detail from his campaign
platform.



Key Developments (4-8 June 2026)

?? CRITICAL CORRECTION: Dual Mandate Is
NOT Possible

The House of Commons Library briefing CBP-10853 (published 21 May 2026, "Andy Burnham
and Makerfield: Can a mayor be an MP?" by Mark Sandford) confirms:

e Burnham can stand for Parliament while serving as mayor

e But if he wins, he is immediately disqualified from the mayoralty

e There is no dual mandate scenario — election as MP automatically vacates the mayoral
office

e This means a Burnham win in Makerfield triggers a Greater Manchester mayoral by-
election (likely late 2026 or early 2027)

This corrects earlier file entries that suggested Burnham could hold both roles. The legal
position under the Local Government Act provisions for combined authority mayors is clear:
parliamentary election is a disqualifying event.

Guardian Exclusive: "l Wouldn't Flinch" (4 June)

Major Guardian interview (4 June, "'l wouldn't flinch': Burnham on social care, markets, Brexit and
the prospect of a general election"):

e Confirmed leadership intent: Burnham confirmed for the first time he intends to run in
a Labour leadership contest

e Social care pledge: Would fix social care system this year if PM — look at inheritance
tax and care charges, "wouldn't flinch from it"

e Casey review acceleration: Wants the Casey review on social care brought forward
from 2028 to end of 2026, focusing on measures implementable quickly

e Broad church Labour: Labour should have more government ministers from the left, but
Jeremy Corbyn should NOT be allowed back in

e No snap election: Reiterated he would NOT call a snap general election (walking back
the Bloomberg story from 31 May)

e Brexit: Set out his prospectus for government including post-Brexit economic strategy

Survation Poll #2: Left Consolidates, Right Splits
(4 June)

Second Survation telephone poll (fieldwork among 518 adults, published 4 June):



Party Share Change

Labour (Burnham) 49% +6
Reform (Kenyon) 39% -1
Restore Britain 7% —
Lib Dems 4% —
Greens 3% —
Conservatives 2% —
Other 1% —

Significance: The "left consolidates, right splits" narrative. Labour surging as Green (withdrew
candidate 21 May) and Lib Dem voters consolidate behind Burnham. Reform stuck at 39% —
Kenyon's controversies haven't hurt them but they've hit a ceiling. Restore Britain at 7% is splitting
the right.

Telegraph Poll: Burnham 10-Point Lead (5 June)

The Telegraph reported (5 June): "Andy Burnham has 10-point poll lead in Makerfield" — "Would-be
Labour leader pulls ahead of Reform in latest data ahead of crucial by-election." Full article
paywalled, but confirms a widening gap.

BBC Newsnight: First Interview on Leadership
Intent (5 June)

Victoria Derbyshire interviewed Burnham (5 June) — his first interview since declaring he would join
a leadership contest:

e Challenged on his record and intentions
e Said he wants to "cut small boat crossings" (per YouTube description)
e Framed as a serious leadership contender

BBC Question Time — Makerfield Special (5
June)

BBC Question Time was filmed in Ashton-in-Makerfield with:

e Andy Burnham (Labour)

e Michael Winstanley (Conservative)
¢ Jake Austin (Lib Dem)

e Sarah Wakefield (Green)



From BBC: "Fiona Bruce and Question Time weren't in Ashton-in-Makerfield at random and Andy
Burnham doesn't suffer from a deficit of coverage."

New Statesman: "Burnham Wants to Change
Westminster" (3 June)

Video analysis from Tom McTague (New Statesman, 3 June): "Andy Burnham wants to change
Westminster. If he wins in Makerfield, the Manchester Mayor hopes to bring his team from the
North."

Politics Home Deep-Dive: "Nobody Thinks This
Is In The Bag" (30 May)

Significant campaign analysis from Sienna Rodgers (Politics Home, 30 May):

Burnham relying heavily on personal vote — not Labour branding

Leaflets feature a cartoon of his face with "ANDY FOR US" — Labour branding limited to
what's legally required

Nobody in the party thinks Labour would win with any other candidate
Campaign strategy is Burnham-centric, almost mayoral-style in a parliamentary contest

YouGov: Burnham Splits Public on PM
Credentials (2 June)

e 33% think Burnham looks like PM material; 33% disagree

44% say he's done a good job as mayor (12% bad)

In the North West: 71% approve of his mayoral performance

Burnham rated more competent, likeable, and decisive than Starmer

Starmer's ratings collapsed: 59-60% negative across all traits, 74% see him as indecisive

Context: Starmer Leadership Crisis

Wes Streeting resigned as Health Secretary (14 May) citing lost confidence in Starmer. The ongoing
Mandelson files scandal (1-2 June) continues to erode Starmer's position. BBC: "What next for
Starmer? Five scenarios in Labour leadership crisis." The crisis creates the opening Burnham is
exploiting — his Makerfield bid is explicitly a route to challenging for the Labour leadership.



Key Developments (19 June 2026) -
MAKERFIELD RESULT & MAYORAL
BY-ELECTION

?? CRITICAL: Burnham Wins Makerfield —
Mayoral By-Election Triggered

Andy Burnham won the Makerfield by-election on 18 June 2026 with 55% of the vote and a
majority of 9,231 votes over Reform UK's Robert Kenyon (35%). This automatically disqualifies him
from the mayoralty, triggering a Greater Manchester mayoral by-election.

Makerfield Results Summary:

Candidate Party Votes %
Andy Burnham Labour 24,927 55%
Robert Kenyon Reform UK 15,696 35%
Rebecca Shepherd Restore Britain 3,111 7%

Key implications:

e Burnham is immediately disqualified from the Greater Manchester mayoralty (House of
Commons Library CBP-10853 confirmation)

e A £5m mayoral by-election will be held on Thursday 30 July 2026

e The by-election is widely interpreted as the real contest — Burnham used Makerfield as a
stepping stone to challenge Starmer

Labour Selection Process — Bev Craig Likely
Successor

Labour has published a fast-track selection timetable:

e Applications opened Friday 19 June, close Sunday 21 June
e Long-short listing Monday-Tuesday, voting Wednesday-Friday
e Result announced 26 June

Bev Craig is the clear frontrunner:

e Manchester City Council leader since 2021 (first woman to hold the post)



e Former portfolio lead for economy, business and inclusive growth at GMCA
e Described by sources as "credible and competent” but concerns about whether "safe pair
of hands" can beat Reform

Other potential Labour candidates (all ruled out or unlikely):

e Gary Neville — explicitly ruled himself out to focus on property developments
e Paul Dennett (Salford mayor) — "gone cold" on the idea per sources
e High-profile MPs (Rayner, Powell, Nandy) — party unwilling to risk another by-election

Electoral System Change — Supplementary
Vote Restored

Labour ministers restored the Supplementary Vote (SV) system for mayoral elections (passed
into law 18 June 2026) after the original FPTP system was introduced by the Conservatives. Key
points:

e Voters choose first and second preferences
e If no candidate hits 50% first round, second preferences from eliminated candidates

decide

e Reform UK called this a "cynical attempt to sway the race" in their favour

e Analysis suggests SV benefits Labour because left-wing voters can consolidate second
preferences

Reform UK Positioning — Dan Barker Expected

Dan Barker (Reform board member, former 2024 mayoral candidate who switched from
Conservatives) is the likely Reform candidate. He previously stood in 2024 and has GM-wide
coordinator experience.

Other Reform possibilities mentioned:

e Maggie Oliver (child exploitation campaigner)
e Robert Kenyon (Makerfield candidate, but his previous controversies may hurt)

Green Party — Candidate Announcement
Pending

Green Party sources indicate their candidate has "deep local roots" and will be announced
alongside Zack Polanski (party leader) over the weekend. Caroline Lucas told PoliticsHome:
"Greens will throw everything at this contest.”



The party is expected to run a serious campaign after standing aside/down in Makerfield.

Conservative and Liberal Democrat Candidates

e Conservatives: Nadim Muslim (Bolton council leader, GM Conservatives chair)
mentioned as potential candidate

e Lib Dems: Richard Kilpatrick (Stockport councillor, GM Police/Fire/Crime Panel member)
rumoured

X/Twitter Discourse Summary (19 June)

Key themes from Nitter search:

o @TheBritishintel: "GREATER MANCHESTER MAYORAL ELECTION SET FOR 30 JULY" —
confirmed date circulating

¢ @tomorrowsmps: "Bev Craig has confirmed to the Manchester city council Labour group
that she is applying"

e @Frozenwarning: "Bev Craig has been poor anyway, she is no Richard Leese" —
criticism

e @Forwardnotback: "FWIW | think Bev Craig would be a very good GM mayor... whether
she can beat Reform even with SV system | don't know"

o @TimeForReform29: "Reform are confident they will get at least one seat in today's
count... Dan Barker was the Greater Manchester mayoral candidate couple years ago"

e @SandieShoes: "This one is interesting... 'Labour 'rushes through' mayoral voting
changes to block Reform'"

o @Stuey beef: "Greater Manchester was sold to us as flagship of devolution... What
Labour is now piloting there looks more like controlled democracy"

Guardian Analysis (19 June)

The Guardian's Josh Halliday and Kiran Stacey report:

Burnham's allies want him in Downing Street by September

Burnham said the result "could be a turning point" and people voted for "more power for
the north"

Harriet Harman (Starmer appointee as women/girls adviser) suggested PLP-only
leadership process without membership vote

Steve Reed (Starmer ally) said focus should be preventing Reform taking GM, not internal
leadership fight

IfG Confirmation (19 June)



Institute for Government confirms Paul Dennett as interim mayor, 30 July date, and the £30m/year
GMCA funding structure continuing to the elected successor.

Key dates: 18 June = Burnham wins Makerfield | 19-21 June = Labour applications | 24-26 June =
Labour selection voting | 14 July = voter registration deadline | 30 July 2026 = mayoral by-
election

Key Developments (20 June 2026) —
SELECTION UNDERWAY &
NATIONAL FALLOUT

Labour Selection Process — Detailed Timeline
(LabourList, 19 June)

The Labour Party's NEC opened candidate applications at 5pm on 19 June, closing Sunday 21 June.
The full timeline:

e Monday 22 June: Longlist drawn up, candidate interviews
e Tuesday 23 June: Shortlist published

e Wednesday-Friday 24-26 June: All-members ballot

e Friday 26 June: Final candidate announced

One NEC source said they did not expect a contest, with only one candidate (Bev Craig) rumoured
to be entering. No hustings are scheduled. Sitting MPs are eligible but must resign from Parliament
if elected mayor.

Bev Craig — Burnham's Preferred Successor
(Place North West, X/Twitter)

Place North West's analysis (19 June) confirms Bev Craig as the clear frontrunner:

e Burnham allies say she is his preferred successor (per @FayeBrownSky, X, 19 June)
— even over Gary Neville

e Described as "credible and competent" but concerns about whether "safe pair of hands"
can beat Reform

e Has led Manchester City Council since 2021 (first woman in the role)



e As GMCA portfolio lead for economy, business and inclusive growth, she knows the system
inside out
e Led delegations to SXSW and MIPIM, championing all 10 boroughs

Key concern: Reform has gained significantly in northern boroughs (Wigan, Bolton, Oldham),
while Greens are capitalising on Starmer's unpopularity in the south. Political communications
director Rob Loughenbury says Craig will need to "broaden her appeal and show new dimensions to
her political persona" to win.

Other potential Labour candidates ruled out:

e Gary Neville — ruled himself out, focusing on property developments (including £40m+
from Burnham's Good Growth Fund)

e Paul Dennett (Salford mayor) — "gone cold" on the idea

e Angela Rayner, Lucy Powell, Lisa Nandy — party unwilling to risk another by-election; all
Burnham allies eyeing cabinet positions

Green Party — Polanski Claims "Two-Way
Race" vs Reform (Telegraph/Standard, 19-20
June)

In a significant strategic intervention, Green Party leader Zack Polanski claimed the mayoral race
will be a "straight fight between the Greens and Reform" — effectively writing off Labour's chances.
Key points:

e Polanski announced the Green campaign launch for Saturday 20 June

e The Greens see an opening due to Starmer's unpopularity among left-wing voters

e Green candidate Geraldine Coggins (Trafford council Green group leader) is the
frontrunner for the nomination, with Laurence Blackwell-Jones (Manchester, co-founder of
Greater Manchester Tenants Union) and Ashley Trigg (Wigan/Leigh) also mentioned

e The Green Party's Facebook post noted: "We said it was Greens vs Reform in Gorton and
Denton, and we were right"

e Polanski posted on Bluesky: "This is our moment to do something special. (Again!) We
launch our Greater Manchester tomorrow"

Reform UK — Dan Barker Expected (MEN, 19
June)

Dan Barker remains the likely Reform candidate:

e Was Reform's 2024 mayoral candidate (got 2.4%)
e GM-wide coordinator, former Conservative



e Sian Astley (leader of Reform group on Manchester council, 7 councillors) also tipped but
said "Baguley is my priority"

Full Candidate Landscape (MEN Rundown, 19
June)

Party Candidate Status
Labour Bev Craig Frontrunner, applying
Reform UK Dan Barker Expected
Green Geraldine Coggins Favourites for nomination
Conservative Nadim Muslim Rumoured (Bolton council leader, GM

Conservatives chair)

Lib Dem Richard Kilpatrick Rumoured (Didsbury councillor, GM
Police/Fire/Crime Panel)

Restore Britain Marlon West Rumoured (child exploitation
campaigner)

BBC: Local Reactions — "Hard Act to Follow"
(19 June)

BBC North West spoke to Greater Manchester residents about Burnham's departure:

e Neil Townley, 59, Worsley: "I'm quietly disappointed... he will be sadly missed"

e Spencer Keogh, 56, Walkden: Burnham did a "great job" and will be "a hard act to
follow"

e Jane Battersby, 59, Tyldesley: "The buses have improved vastly... he's played the long
game and it's paid off for him"

e Mark Neild, 52, Salford: "Mixed feelings... | think he's the man to save the Labour
Party"

e Common themes: sadness at Burnham's departure, praise for Bee Network transport
improvements, concern about homelessness, anxiety about who can fill his shoes

BBC: Election Date & Registration Confirmed
(19 June)

Election date: Thursday 30 July 2026

Voter registration deadline: Midnight 14 July

Legal requirement: Must be held within 35 days of vacancy

GMCA urging residents to register; postal/proxy vote info at gmelects.org.uk



National Context — Starmer Crisis Deepens
(Sky News, 20 June)

e 100 Labour MPs now calling for Starmer to resign (Sky News live blog, 20 June)

e Burnham's Makerfield win is seen as the catalyst for an imminent leadership challenge

e Allies say Burnham wants to be in No 10 by September

e The Guardian's Josh Halliday reports Burnham's win "could be a turning point" with voters
choosing "more power for the north"

e Harriet Harman suggested a PLP-only leadership process without membership vote

e Steve Reed (Starmer ally) said focus should be on preventing Reform from taking GM

International Coverage

e CNN (20 June): "Andy Burnham: The charismatic mayor almost certain to challenge for
Britain's premiership"

e New York Times (18 June): "Why a Small Election in England Will Have Giant
Consequences"

e Le Monde (19 June): "Andy Burnham hopes Makerfield by-election win paves his way to
Downing Street"

e POLITICO (14 June): Profile calling Burnham "the king in the north"

Wikipedia: First-Ever Strategic Authority Mayor
By-Election
The 2026 Greater Manchester mayoral by-election is confirmed as:

e The UK's first by-election for a strategic authority mayor

e The biggest by-election ever held in Britain (electorate over 2 million)
e Cost estimated at £4.7 million to GM taxpayers

e Winner serves until May 2028

Key Developments (20-22 June 2026)
— GREEN CANDIDATE, STARMER
CRISIS & LEADERSHIP RACE



Green Party Announces Geraldine Coggins as
Candidate (20 June)

The Green Party announced Councillor Geraldine Coggins (Trafford Council, Altrincham ward,
councillor since 2018) as its mayoral candidate:

e Coggins is a published academic with background in leadership, public finance and
strategic decision-making

e Originally from Ireland; Green group leader on Trafford Council

e At launch event in Manchester, claimed it's a "straight race between the Greens and
Reform UK" — writing off Labour's chances

e Drew parallels to Gorton and Denton by-election where Hannah Spencer became a Green
MP

e Pledged to "prioritise people and planet over profits" — focus on affordable housing, rent
controls, high street renewal

e Green leader Zack Polanski: "We know that we need a Green mayor who will build
affordable social and council housing"

Labour Selection — Bev Craig Frontrunner,
Result Due 26 June

e Applications opened 19 June, close 21 June; shortlist 23 June; all-members ballot 24-26
June

e Bev Craig (Manchester City Council leader) is the clear frontrunner — described as

Burnham's "preferred successor"

One NEC source said they don't expect a contest; only Craig rumoured to be entering

No hustings scheduled

Sitting MPs eligible but must resign Parliament if elected mayor

Result to be announced Friday 26 June (today or within days)

Starmer Leadership Crisis — Trump Says PM
"Will Resign" (21 June)

In a dramatic escalation of the Labour leadership crisis:

e Donald Trump declared on social media that Keir Starmer "will resign" as PM — an
extraordinary foreign intervention into UK domestic politics

e Reports suggest Starmer spent the weekend at Chequers with his wife discussing his
future

e Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper among senior figures urging Starmer to set a
timetable for departure



o Business Secretary Peter Kyle told Sky News the PM needs to clarify his intentions
e ITV reports Starmer is under "sustained pressure" amid reports he could step down within

days

e The Washington Post described Trump's intervention as "stunning" some in the UK

political establishment

Burnham Allies Confident of "Coronation” (20
June)

The Guardian reported (20 June) that Burnham's allies are increasingly confident of a coronation-

style transfer of power:

Burnham's team spent the weekend enlisting MP support after Makerfield victory

Initial target of 200 nominations (half the PLP) now described as "in the dust"

One minister said closer to 300 backers is "logical" — which would complicate any Wes
Streeting challenge

Labour leadership rules: candidates need nominations from 20% of PLP (81 MPs), plus 5%
of local branches and 3 affiliated groups (2+ trade unions)

Wes Streeting still expected to challenge but sources say he won't trigger a contest this
weekend to allow Starmer to "reflect”

Some MPs want a contested race to subject Burnham's ideas to "scrutiny" and "put
through the wringer"

YouGov: Britons Think Burnham Should
Challenge Starmer (19-21 June)

e YouGov poll (post-Makerfield): Britons tend to think Burnham should challenge Starmer

for Labour leadership

e Burnham remains the most popular Labour politician (YouGov tracker)
e Previous YouGov (2 June): 33% think Burnham looks like PM material; 44% say he's done a

good job as mayor; in North West, 71% approve of his mayoral performance

e Starmer's ratings collapsed: 59-60% negative across all traits, 74% see him as indecisive

Guardian Letters: Burnham, Starmer and the
Labour Leadership (21 June)

The Guardian published reader letters responding to Burnham's Makerfield win:

e Hannah Clay (Lewes): Admires Burnham but disappointed by leadership challenge

speculation — "now is not the time for Labour to turn in on itself"



o Christopher Rainger (York): Argues Starmer should resign with dignity — "Stubbornly
holding on to office will only bring ignominy and shame"

Full Candidate Landscape (22 June)

Party Candidate Status
Labour Bev Craig Frontrunner, result due 26 June
Reform UK Sian Astley Confirmed — leader of Reform group

on Manchester City Council

Green Geraldine Coggins Announced 20 June

Conservative Phil Eckersley Confirmed — local businessman &
councillor

Lib Dem Richard Kilpatrick Confirmed (Stockport councillor)

Restore Britain Marlon West Confirmed

Independent Marcus Farmer Confirmed — stood in 2017 & 2021

Key Dates

e 26 June: Labour candidate announcement
e 14 July: Voter registration deadline
e 30 July 2026: Mayoral by-election

Key Developments (22—-29 June 2026)
— STARMER RESIGNS, BURNHAM
SWORN IN, LABOUR LEADERSHIP
CONTEST

?7? Keir Starmer Resigns as Prime Minister (22
June 2026)

In the most dramatic UK political event since the 2024 general election, Keir Starmer announced
his resignation as Labour leader and Prime Minister on Monday 22 June 2026 — less than
two years after his landslide victory. Key details:



e Starmer said a new leader would be in place before Parliament returns in September

e His resignation came just four days after Burnham's Makerfield victory (55%,
majority of 9,231)

e The resignation triggers a Labour Party leadership election — the first since 2020

e NEC confirmed the timetable: nominations opened 25 June, closing 2 July; if only one
candidate, declared leader 17 July

e Andy Burnham confirmed he will run for Labour leadership

e At least two other Labour MPs are considering standing, but Burnham is the overwhelming
frontrunner

e Wes Streeting (former Health Secretary) endorsed Burnham despite previously being
seen as a rival

e If unopposed, Burnham becomes leader on 17 July 2026 and PM shortly after

Andy Burnham Sworn in as MP (23 June 2026)

Burnham was officially sworn in as MP for Makerfield amid loud cheers from Labour
colleagues

The timing — hours after Starmer's resignation — was dramatic

CNN, NYT, Le Monde, POLITICO, NPR all profile Burnham as the likely next PM

BBC: "Andy Burnham is on course to become the UK's next prime minister"

Labour Leadership Contest — Timetable (NEC
Confirmed)

Phase Dates
Nominations open 25 June
Nominations close 2 July
If only one candidate Declared leader 17 July
If contested Ballot of members, result before September

Burnham needs nominations from 20% of PLP (81 MPs) plus 5% of local branches and 3
affiliated groups

Reports suggest Burnham already has ~300 MP backers — making a contest unlikely
Polymarket has a market on "Burnham unopposed" trading heavily in his favour

The Institute for Government published a detailed explainer on Labour leadership contest
rules

Wes Streeting backing Burnham removes the most serious potential challenger

Bev Craig Selected as Labour Mayoral
Candidate (26 June 2026)



e Bev Craig was selected as Labour's candidate for the 30 July mayoral by-election on
26 June

e She was the only candidate who entered the race — effectively unopposed

e Manchester City Council leader since 2021 (first woman in the role)

e Described as Burnham's preferred successor by his allies

e OBE for services to local government

e Faces a bitter fight with Reform UK and the Greens

e Guardian: "Leader of city council braces for bitter fight with Reform UK in byelection for
Andy Burnham's replacement”

e Craig has faced abuse as a female politician and spoken out about the challenges

Full Candidate Landscape (29 June)

Party Candidate Status
Labour Bev Craig Selected 26 June
Reform UK Sian Astley Confirmed — leader of Reform group

on Manchester City Council

Green Geraldine Coggins Announced 20 June

Conservatives Phil Eckersley Confirmed — local businessman &
councillor

Lib Dem Richard Kilpatrick Confirmed (Stockport councillor)

Restore Britain Marlon West Confirmed

Independent Marcus Farmer Confirmed — stood in 2017 & 2021

Key Developments (29 June — 7 July
2026) — CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY,
CANDIDATES CONFIRMED, FIRST
TEST OF BURNHAM PREMIERSHIP

Full Candidate Line-Up Confirmed — 7
Candidates

The final candidate list for the 30 July mayoral by-election was confirmed with 7 candidates,
replacing earlier speculation about Dan Barker (Reform), Jake Austin (Con), and Nadim Muslim



(Con):

Party

1] Labour

= Reform UK

1] Green

1] Conservative

1] Lib Dem

(1] Restore Britain

0 Independent

Notable absentees:

Candidate

Bev Craig

Sian Astley

Geraldine Coggins

Phil Eckersley

Richard Kilpatrick

Marlon West

Marcus Farmer

Background

Manchester City Council leader;
Burnham's preferred successor; OBE

Leader of Reform group on
Manchester City Council; replaced
Dan Barker

Trafford councillor; Green group
leader; published academic

Local businessman & councillor;
replaced Jake Austin

Stockport councillor; GM
Police/Fire/Crime Panel member

Child exploitation campaigner backed
by Rupert Lowe

Stood previously in 2017 and 2021
mayoral elections

e George Galloway (Workers Party) — despite speculation, confirmed NOT standing
e Dan Barker — Reform's 2024 candidate was expected but Sian Astley selected instead
e Gary Neville — ruled himself out, focusing on property developments

Guardian Analysis (3 July) — "Biggest Ever

Byelection"

The Guardian's Josh Halliday published a major analysis piece (3 July) framing the contest as
"hugely significant" and the biggest by-election in British history (2M+ voters):

e The stakes: "Andy Burnham's premiership would get off to quite a bad start if Labour
lost" — Luke Tryl, More in Common

Vote share drop expected: Labour insiders expect vote share at least 10pp down on
Burnham's 63.4% in 2024
Supplementary Vote system crucial: If no candidate hits 50% in first round, second

preferences decide it. Labour seen as benefiting from Green/Lib Dem/Con second

preferences

Reform can't count on second preferences: "There are big questions about whether

Reform are just too polarising to pick up second preferences" — Tryl

[between Reform and the Greens]"

Key dynamic: "The real battle almost becomes who makes it into that second round



Bev Craig's Campaign Platform

e Free bus travel for all 11- to 18-year-olds

e New town centres fund — details to be unveiled mid-july

e Confident Starmer's resignation will return protest voters to Labour: "with the change of
leader the protest votes we saw in the May local elections will return back to the Labour
party"

e Held economics brief in Burnham's mayoral team — described as "one of the brains
behind Burnham's success"

e Trans rights flashpoint: Burnham has backtracked on trans rights ("the time has come
to protect single-sex spaces") but Craig has NOT — still maintains "trans women are
women, trans men are men" per Manchester City Council motion

Green Campaign — 20,000 Affordable Homes

Geraldine Coggins launched her first major policy announcement:

20,000 genuinely affordable homes within 10 years

10,000 refurbished existing homes + 10,000 new publicly owned

End "Labour's developer rip-off"

Greens delivering leaflets claiming "It's Green or Reform in Greater Manchester"
with chart showing Labour support down 40pp in the region over 2 years

Party sees opening after Gorton & Denton by-election win and strong local election
performance

Reform UK — Sian Astley Selected

Sian Astley (leader of Reform group on Manchester City Council, 7 councillors) confirmed
as candidate, replacing Dan Barker

Reform won 106 council seats in GM in May 2026 locals — including all but one of 25 in
Wigan and 18/19 in Tameside

Farage embattled nationally over Christopher Harborne £5m donation questions and
growing wealth scrutiny

Farage has suffered two humiliating defeat in recent GM parliamentary by-elections
(Gorton & Denton, Makerfield)

e Restore Britain's Marlon West seen as splitting the right-wing vote — campaigning on
grooming gangs and attacking Burnham

X/Twitter Discourse

o @LeftieStats: Confirmed full candidate line-up including Marcus Farmer (Ind) and noting
Galloway NOT standing



e @jackmolay: Highlighted the Burnham/Craig split on trans rights — "Burnham
backtracked... Craig has refused to go back on her claim that trans women are women"

e @HarryLines7: Restore Britain pushing grooming gangs narrative — "Burnham's record
on the grooming gangs in Greater Manchester is a disgrace"

o @hacking4chorltz: Positive door-knocking reception for Craig in Hulme

o @polypredictionx: Polymarket showing Craig as frontrunner but "rising homelessness
and housing failures could hurt her"

¢ @MENnewsdesk: Confirmed Galloway not standing; published full candidate list

e @rayaddisonlive: Trail with Sian Astley travelling around GM — "people who feel their
towns have been left behind"

o @TheGreenParty: Launched Homes for Greater Manchester plan

e @Conservatives: Confirmed Phil Eckersley selection

Bluesky

e Rebecca Long-Bailey actively campaigning: multiple posts about door-knocking for
Craig in Salford (4-5 July)

e David Henig (FT): Writing piece that "Former Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham is so far
offering the reassurance that he can change the country's trajectory without changing any
real fundamentals”

e GM VCFSE Leadership Group hosting mayoral hustings — candidates to discuss
inequality, community power

Polling & Betting

Poll (late June/early July): Labour 3pp ahead of Reform — within margin of error —
Greens distant third

Labour internal expectations: vote share down ~10pp from Burnham's 63.4% in 2024
Polymarket: Bev Craig favourite but "housing failures and homelessness could hurt"
Reform seen as too polarising to win second preferences — SV system may save Labour

Reddit Discussion

44 Source: Flaresolverr + old.reddit.com JSON API via reddit_session cookie.
Searched across r/ukpolitics, r/manchester, r/LabourUK for mayoral campaign
keywords. 7 July 2026.

Sian Astley's 17 Rental Properties (147pts, 149 comments — r/ukpolitics)

The biggest Reddit story of the campaign so far: Reform candidate Sian Astley owns 17 rental
properties. Comments split between Labour deflection ("what about Labour MPs?") and genuine
criticism of a party that campaigns on housing:



e u/marauder80 [+1]: "Wait till you read about Labour Party Properties!"

e u/angudgie [+55]: "Astleys are known for never giving things up to be fair"

o u/asyf [+11]: "l think we're being a bit harsh here, | wouldn't say she's let me
down." (Rickroll thread — Astley/Never Gonna Give You Up)

e u/digitalpencil [+8]: "Does it have to be a choice between abject poverty and landed
gentry? She owns 17 houses... This isn't some accidental landlord or BTL grandma trying
to supplement her pension."

e u/Blackstone4444 [-3]: "l don't know her but do people expect MPs to be poor?"

Burnham AMA — "23 Questions Vaguely Answered" (134pts, 248 comments —
r/LabourUK)

Burnham's Reddit AMA was poorly received, with widespread criticism of evasiveness:

e u/SThomW92 [+3]: "I'm so tired of hearing which celebrity he'd go for a drink with or
whether he has season ticket for Everton home games. His reluctance to offer his
viewpoint on policy positions is really starting to irritate me."

e u/Groganat [0]: "So basically, the enemy within the Labour Party is busy already trying
to undermine Burnham."

o u/Panda_hat [+1]: "The enemy within is Burnham."

e Multiple [deleted]/[removed] comments suggest heavy moderation of the thread

e u/Lanky-Carpet8827 [+1]: "23 questions in an hour is more than most British PMs will
have done"

Greens Target Gentrification (15pts, 47 comments — r/ukpolitics)

The Green candidate's plan to campaign on "unease about gentrification" was met with significant
skepticism on Reddit:

e u/Maitai_Haier [+163]: "It's objectively funny that Greens are open borders at a country
level but blood and soil nationalists at a neighbourhood level."

e u/BoopingBurrito [+24]: "Gentrification — otherwise known as reducing crime rates,
improving housing quality, and improving education quality. Clearly 3 things we should all
campaign against."

o u/LatelyPodes [+10]: "GM has only been so successful because it is a massive YIMBY.
The Green Party on the other hand is well known as a massive NIMBY party."

e u/teachbirds2fly [+32]: "Never seen such a pro-shithole party before"

e u/ARandomDouchy [+5]: "Greens would halt GM's rapid redevelopment in its tracks.
Party of NIMBYs."

o u/thejackalreborn [+1]: "They fancied this a month ago but now looks like they have no
chance. The rise of Burnham is a challenging backdrop for them."

Bev Craig vs Burnham on Trans Rights (39pts, 26 comments — r/LabourUK)

Craig's refusal to backtrack on trans rights while Burnham has was the top LabourUK thread:



e u/TheCharalampos [+56]: "I do hope this keeps biting Burnham in the ass. It's pathetic
how many Labour higher ups changed their tune on this matter."

e u/leahcar83 [+21]: "Throughout my life I've fought for both women's rights and the
rights of LGBT+ people" — quoting Craig's position approvingly

e u/GeneralSEOD [+7]: "Mr Burnham, the prime minister in waiting, backtracked on his
support for trans rights last month... However, Bev Craig has refused to go back on her
previous claim that 'trans women are women'"

e u/AnonymousTimewaster [+6]: "They haven't ‘clashed'. They just have marginally
different opinions on this one topic... it's impossible to even know where Burnham actually
stands on it"

o u/aReasonableStick [+22]: Replying to criticism of Craig's centrist framing: "It's about
denying trans people their identity. It's the same thing Nazi Germany did."

Burnham Picks GM CEO for "No 10 North" (34pts, 99 comments — r/ukpolitics)
Criticism of Manchester-centrism dominated:

e u/lrishVictim88270 [+15]: "Anyone know what Burnham has planned for Yorkshire,
Scotland, Ulster, Tyne and Wear? What about Birmingham, Coventry, or Wales? I've never
seen a potential PM so closely attached to their local tribe."

e u/Bango-TSW [+7]: "The sheer arrogance of a politician who swans around appointing
people to jobs before he's got the job of PM himself is just breathtaking."

e u/Terry__Tibbs [0]: "Does he realise he's about to be PM of the United Kingdom, not PM
of Manchester?"

o u/ClassicPart [0]: "Do you realise he's about to be PM of the United Kingdom, not
PM of London?"

e u/theelitemustfacejud [+1]: "More power to the north oh wait it's just Manchester.

Forget the rest of the cities in the North and Midlands."

Bev Craig Banned from Reddit? (4pts, 12 comments — r/LabourUK)

A minor thread noted that Craig's account appears to have been suspended/banned from Reddit,
though no official confirmation.

Key Dates

Date Event
Now - 14 July Campaigning
14 july Voter registration deadline
17 July Burnham expected to become Labour leader (if

unopposed) -» PM

30 July Mayoral by-election



Date Event

## Key Developments (8-13 July 2026) — BURNHAM SET
FOR PM, CAMPAIGN CONTROVERSIES, FARAGE SPLITS
FOCUS

### A Burnham Set to Become Prime Minister on 20 July

The Labour leadership contest has effectively been
decided:

- Nominations opened 9 July, close 16 July. Burnham
received 322 Labour MP nominations — over 80% of
the PLP

- No other candidates entered the race — Burnham will
be declared unopposed

- Timeline: Declared Labour leader at special conference
17 July - PM after meeting King Charles 1l Monday 20

July

- This means Burnham will be Prime Minister just 10 days
before the GM mayoral by-election on 30 July

- The mayoral election is now widely seen as the first
electoral test of the Burnham premiership — if
Labour loses the city that was Burnham's power base, his
brand is damaged immediately

- Reuters (10 July), AP (9 July), BBC (9 July), Al Jazeera (9
July) all covering the coronation-style process

Constitutional context: This will be the most rapid
elevation from backbench MP to PM in modern British
political history — Burnham was sworn in as MP for
Makerfield on 23 June, and will be PM by 20 July — less
than a month.

##+# Sian Astley "Migrant Rapists" Controversy (10 July)

Reform UK candidate Sian Astley sparked a major
controversy by doubling down on comments that "people
who vote for open borders should house criminals and
rapists who enter UK":

- The Guardian reported (10 July): "Greater Manchester
candidate says non-Reform voters should house 'migrant
rapists'"

- Astley refused to apologise, saying it was a "statement of
fact"

- The comments drew widespread condemnation but also
highlighted Reform's hardline immigration stance



Date
- This is the first major campaign controversy of the

mayoral by-election

### Reform UK Urged to Switch Focus from Manchester
to Clacton (10-11 July)

- Reform UK headquarters urged activists to switch from
the GM mayoral campaign to focus on Nigel Farage's
Clacton by-election (where Farage faces a challenge
amid questions over his £5m crypto donation)

- This suggests Reform may not be going all-in on the GM
mayoralty, potentially easing pressure on Labour's Bev
Craig

- However, Reform's local ground operation in GM (106

councillors) remains formidable

##4# Guardian: "Biggest Ever Byelection Will Test Nation's
Mood — and Burnham's Credentials" (3 July)

Josh Halliday's major analysis piece framing the contest:

- 2M+ eligible voters — biggest by-election in British

history

- Labour insiders expect vote share at least 10pp down
from Burnham's 63.4% in 2024

- Supplementary Vote system crucial — Labour seen as
benefiting from second preferences

- "Andy Burnham's premiership would get off to quite a
bad start if Labour lost" — Luke Tryl, More in Common

- Key dynamic: who makes it into the second round —
Reform or Greens?

### Bev Craig Campaign

- Craig says she's "really confident" Starmer's resignation
will return protest voters to Labour

- Promised free bus travel for all 11- to 18-year-olds

- Unveiled new town centres fund (mid-july)

- Backed by Burnham — joint campaign events expected in

final weeks

- Trans rights position continues to differentiate her from
Burnham (she hasn't backtracked)

##+# Geraldine Coggins / Green Campaign

Event



Date Event

- Greens delivering leaflets claiming "It's Green or Reform
in Greater Manchester" with chart showing Labour support
down 40pp

- Coggins launched 20,000 affordable homes pledge
(10,000 refurbished + 10,000 new)

- Polanski framing: "We said it was Greens vs Reform in
Gorton and Denton, and we were right"

- But polling shows Greens distant third — the "Greens vs
Reform" binary is aspirational rather than based on current
data

### Voter Registration

- Deadline: Midnight Tuesday 14 July — just days away

- GMCA and parties running registration drives

### Key Dates

14 July
17 July
20 July

30 July
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