Greater Manchester Mayoral —
Current State

Andy Burnham — Greater
Manchester Mayor & Labour
Candidate

Role: Incumbent Mayor of Greater Manchester (since 2017) Also standing in: Makerfield by-
election (18 June 2026) Last updated: 8 June 2026 (morning sweep)

Bio

Detail Info
Full name Andrew Murray Burnham
Age 56 (born January 1970)
Born Aintree, Merseyside
Education St Aelred's Catholic High School, Newton-le-Willows;

Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge (English)
Family Married to Marie-France van Heel; three children

Residence Greater Manchester

Political History

Role Years
MP for Makerfield 2001-2024

Chief Secretary to the Treasury 2007-2008



Role
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport
Secretary of State for Health
Shadow Education Secretary
Shadow Health Secretary
Shadow Home Secretary
Labour leadership candidate
Greater Manchester Mayor

Makerfield by-election candidate

Years

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2011

2011-2015

2015-2016

2015 (4th place), 2016 (withdrew)
2017-present (re-elected 2021, 2024)

2026

Key Achievements (as Mayor)

e Bee Network — First bus franchising scheme outside London; took control of buses in

2023

e Clean Air U-turn — Scrapped GM Clean Air Zone charging plan in 2023, replacing with

non-charging alternative

e Homelessness — A Bed Every Night scheme during COVID
e Devolution — Expanded GMCA powers; pushed for rail devolution
e Standing up to government — Famously clashed with Boris Johnson's government

during COVID Tier 3 negotiations (Oct 2020)

The Leadership Question

Burnham is widely seen as the most likely alternative to Keir Starmer for the Labour leadership. His

Makerfield campaign is viewed through this lens:

as Starmer protecting his position

in favourability

NEC blocked him from standing in Gorton & Denton by-election (Jan 2026) — widely seen

Allies say Burnham has a "credible plan to return to Westminster within weeks"
Starmer's unpopularity — polling consistently shows Burnham outperforming Starmer

If he wins Makerfield, he becomes an instant leadership contender

Key Developments (24-28 May 2026)

Burnham & Streeting Hit Back at Tony Blair



On 27 May, Burnham and Wes Streeting jointly accused Tony Blair of "failing to confront inequality"
in his 5,600-word essay criticising Labour. Burnham told the Observer: "He doesn't mention
inequality once. If you don't get how that's driving politics now... then you are not understanding
what's going on." Streeting wrote in the Guardian that inequality — "the defining issue of our age"
— is barely confronted in Blair's analysis. The BBC, MEN, and Independent all covered this joint
pushback.

Independent Poll: Burnham Beats Farage by 14
Points

The Independent published a poll on 27 May showing Burnham would beat Nigel Farage by 14
percentage points in a head-to-head general election — a key piece of evidence for his leadership
credentials.

Sue Gray Advice

Burnham has sought advice from Sue Gray (Starmer's former chief of staff) on how to manage a
potential transition into Downing Street. They have known each other for decades. Gray advised on
how a future government could be formed. No formal role expected for Gray in any future Burnham
administration.

Polling Context

A Survation survey published 24 May puts Labour on just 26% nationally under Starmer, with
Reform at 28% and Tories at 20%. Under Burnham's leadership, a More in Common survey put
Labour on 30%, Reform 27%, Tories 20% — marginally better but still not a majority.

Elon Musk Intervention

Musk retweeted Rupert Lowe's "Restore Britain" campaign — splitting the right-wing vote in
Makerfield and potentially helping Burnham. The right-wing vote is fragmenting between Reform
(Kenyon), Restore Britain (Shepherd), and the Tories.

Darren Jones on Burnham

Chief Secretary to the Treasury Darren Jones (Starmer ally) called Burnham a "brilliant politician"
and confirmed he'd campaign for him, while criticising the "fantasy politics" of internal leadership
speculation.

Housing Policy Vision



Burnham gave an in-depth interview on the Social Housing Podcast advocating a "Housing First"
philosophy: treat homes as public goods not commodities, stronger tenant protections, boost social
housing, local delivery.

Immigration Position

Burnham is backing Shabana Mahmood's immigration changes, supporting limits on both legal and
illegal migration — a centrist pivot.

Guardian Podcast: "Only Person Who Can Save
Us from Reform"

On 26 May 2026, the Guardian's Politics Weekly UK podcast featured Josh Halliday saying Burnham
has been telling people "he's the only person who can save this country from Reform UK". The
episode traced his political journey and questioned whether he has substantive distinct policies or
is defined by opposition to Starmer.

Clive Lewis Endorsement

On 27 May, Labour MP Clive Lewis wrote a Guardian op-ed titled "The establishment reaction to
Andy Burnham's rise is a sign of the fight to come." Lewis — a Labour left figure and former
leadership candidate — argued the establishment reaction signals the fight ahead and called for
progressive action on three fronts. This represents notable left-wing support for Burnham from a
previously skeptical quarter.

Harman Warns of GE if Burnham Replaces
Starmer

On 26 May, former Labour deputy leader Harriet Harman warned the UK could be "tipped into a
general election" if Burnham replaces Starmer as Labour leader — raising the constitutional stakes
of the leadership speculation.

Green Party Scales Back Makerfield Campaign

The Greens are running a scaled-back campaign in Makerfield, potentially consolidating non-
Reform votes behind Burnham. The actual Green candidate is Sarah Wakefield (replacing James
Booth who withdrew).



MEN: How Popular is Andy Burnham in Greater
Manchester?

Burnham warned on local radio that the government should not scrap jury trials: "My instinctive
reaction is... | think proceed with huge caution and do not take away something that's a lynchpin of
a fair society."

Disablility Benefits Opposition

Burnham said the government has made "the wrong choice" by cutting disability benefits —
balancing his centrist immigration stance with opposition to DWP cuts.

Twitter/X Discussion

a4 Source: Nitter search, 27 May 2026 (evening update)

e "Only person who can save us from Reform" — Guardian podcast clip widely shared,
Burnham's quote getting heavy discourse

e Jury trials warning shared: Telegraph article about Burnham's jury trials intervention
being circulated

e Disability benefits opposition: BBC article clip shared about Burnham saying "wrong
choice" on DWP cuts

e £100k + £5m cost framing: Nitter now specifying £100k on by-election campaign +
£5m on mayoral by-election if he wins — cost criticism intensifying

e Voting system change: Tweets noting Labour restoring SV for mayoral elections, widely
framed as "Labour scared Reform will win Manchester"

e Grooming gangs scandal: Raja Miah 30-minute breakdown video continuing to circulate

e Leadership framing dominates: "Burnham has plan to return to Westminster 'within
weeks', allies say" — shared and debated constantly

e Dual candidacy practicality: "Andy Burnham is trying to please everybody at once.
Makerfield, the country and the markets..."

e Mayoral by-election cost: £4.7-5m cost to GM taxpayers if he wins Makerfield — the
dominant criticism on X

e Safety net criticism: Burnham keeping mayor role as a fallback if Makerfield fails —
"He's not even resigned his GM Mayoral position yet? Covering his arse"

e Salary donation: Burnham has donated 15% of his mayoral salary for 9 years — shared
positively

e The nickname debate: "King of the North" is used both positively and as a criticism



e Electoral risk: "Massive gamble for Andy Burnham if he resigns as Greater Manchester
Mayor now" — warnings about Reform potentially winning a mayoral by-election

Reddit Discussion

a4 Source: reddit-readonly + old.reddit.com, 27 May 2026 (evening update)

Burnham is one of the most-discussed Labour figures on r/ukpolitics. The dominant threads cover
his leadership prospects, the NEC block (seen as Starmer's fear), and whether he can be both
mayor and MP. His record on the Bee Network is generally praised; housing targets and clean air
are criticised.

Recent threads (26-27 May):

r/ukpolitics (294pts, 349 comments): "Andy Burnham says land in the UK is

'undertaxed'" — biggest thread, land tax debate

e r/ukpolitics (209pts, 262 comments): "UK net migration needs to fall further, says Andy
Burnham" — migration stance debated

e r/LabourUK (29pts, 18 comments): "Andy Burnham is a Starmerite" — left-wing
skepticism

e r/LabourUK (86pts, 53 comments): "Andy Burnham on public control of utilities" —
criticized as "substanceless waffle"

e r/reformuk (16pts, 15 comments): "Richard Tice: Vote Reform, Make Andy Burnham

HISTORY"

e r/reformuk (12pts, 13 comments): "Nigel Farage: Musk risks splitting Right in Burnham
by-election"

e r/LabourUK: Burnham's "Housing First" philosophy — positive reception among Labour
left

e r/lLabour: Burnham backing Mahmood's immigration changes — seen as a strategic
centrist move

e r/UKGreens: Greens refusing to stand aside in Makerfield, rejecting tactical voting
arguments |- r/reformuk: Farage branding Burnham "open-borders Burnham" — standard
attack line

Key Developments (29 May 2026)

Times Front Page: "Burnham Backs State
Control in Blast at Blair"



On 29 May, The Times led with Burnham's rebuttal of Tony Blair — the most pointed ideological
distancing from Blairism yet:

e Accused Blair of "retro thinking" on deregulation

e Wrote that "40 years of neoliberalism... has not been kind to communities in Makerfield"

e Said "the falling living standards of millions is the gaping omission in his [Blair's] analysis"

e Argued "the market is not always the answer"

e The Times headline: "Burnham backs state control in blast at Blair" — front page, 29
May

e The MEN followed up with full coverage of the rebuttal, quoting Burnham saying Blair's
government failed to "take us off the direction set by Thatcher"

This positions Burnham firmly to the left of Blair's New Labour legacy, a deliberate pitch to
Makerfield voters who have seen deindustrialisation and declining living standards.

NRPF U-turn (Guardian, 28 May)

Burnham has rolled back from his previous calls to scrap the No Recourse to Public Funds
(NRPF) rule. Timeline of his changing position:

e 2019: Called for NRPF to be "abolished" on his mayoral website

e 2023: Co-signed a letter with all GM borough mayors urging changes during bridging
hotels crisis

e 2026 (current): Spokesperson says he "recognises that towns across this country want
an immigration system to be fair"

The Evening Standard framed this as his fifth U-turn since becoming Makerfield candidate,
alongside: £28bn green investment pledge, rail nationalisation, ending the two-child benefit cap,
and scrapping universal credit.

Open to Green Pact (Telegraph, 28 May)

Burnham has refused to rule out a "progressive alliance" with the Green Party if he becomes
PM. The Telegraph reported he said he would "work with all parties including the Greens to find
common ground." The Evening Standard cross-reported: "Burnham open to Green pact as Blair
warns Labour on shift."

Chi Onwurah Campaigns for Burnham

Labour MP Chi Onwurah tweeted about canvassing in Makerfield on 29 May, saying residents "feel
they know him and his achievements as Mayor of Greater Manchester" and noting personal
interactions with Burnham's family.



BBC Radio 4 Today Appearance

Burnham's response to Blair's essay was covered on BBC Radio 4 Today (29 May morning), giving
him a national broadcast platform for his critique.

Observer Interview with Rachel Sylvester

The Observer's new politics newsletter by Rachel Sylvester features an exclusive interview with
Burnham, covering what his father's Alzheimer's revealed about social care, how trust in politics
can be rebuilt, and why he's decided to return to Westminster.

Key Developments (30 May 2026)

Sky News: Burnham Allies Plan Cross-Party
Council to Stop Reform UK

Sky News reported (30 May) that Burnham's allies are planning a cross-party
coalition/council arrangement to prevent a Reform UK government — the most concrete
reported planning for a Burnham-led government.

"Is Andy Burnham Labour's Version of Boris
Johnson?"

The Independent published an analysis (30 May) drawing parallels between Burnham's populist
appeal and Boris Johnson's — insurgent, personality-driven politics from the left.

Politics Home: Campaign Trail Shows Internal
Nervousness

A campaign trail piece (30 May) from Makerfield highlighted internal Labour nervousness despite
public confidence, with the campaign team acutely aware of the tight race.

GB News Polling: Burnham Struggles Against
Reform in Head-to-Head



GB News reported (30 May) new polling showing Burnham struggling against Reform UK in head-to-
head matchups, contradicting the Independent's earlier 14-point-lead polling.

Asylum Hotel Contracts Pledge

GB News and The Times (29-30 May) reported Burnham pledging to cancel asylum hotel contracts
if PM — extending the migration policy U-turn from the NRPR pivot.

Louise Haigh as Chancellor

The Telegraph reported Burnham's allies are pushing Louise Haigh as Chancellor — a leftward
signal for potential economic policy.

CNBC.: "Strong Public Control" Over Industry
and Al

CNBC interviewed Burnham (29 May) with the headline: "'You can't just leave it to the market':
Frontrunner to replace UK PM Starmer calls for 'strong public control' over industry and Al."

Financial Times Profile

The FT published (29 May) a profile examining Burnham's political evolution as Manchester mayor
and how the role reshaped his political identity for national ambitions.

Constitution Unit Analysis

The Constitution Unit Blog published the first serious academic analysis of the constitutional
implications of a Burnham premiership — covering electoral reform, devolution, and Lords reform.

Bloomberg: Burnham Leaves Door Open to
Snap General Election

Bloomberg reported (31 May) that Burnham has "left open the possibility" of calling an
early general election if he becomes PM. The story had 17,300+ views on X and generated
heavy discussion on r/ukpolitics (113 comments). This follows Sue Gray's advice regarding
transition planning.

MEN: Burnham v Farage Social Media Clash



MEN reported (31 May) a social media clash where Farage posted an Al-generated image of
people in a boat carrying "Vote Andy Burnham" placards. Burnham replied: "Are you getting
desperate, lad? Maybe keep your crypto millions for something else." The Daily Record
also reported the exchange. The LabourUK subreddit discussed it (22pts, 3 comments).

Campaign Logo Revealed

The MEN live blog (1 June) reported that a campaign logo for Burnham's Makerfield candidacy has
been revealed, with 18 days to go until polling day.

Observer: Committed to Proportional
Representation

An Observer interview reports Burnham is "committed to proportional representation” — a
significant policy position that could differentiate him from Starmer and reshape the electoral
reform debate. (31 May)

Councils, Not Private Companies, to House
Asylum Seekers

Burnham wants to end private companies housing asylum seekers, instead using local councils (31
May). This extends his asylum hotel contracts pledge and represents a further leftward positioning
on migration policy.

Morning Star: "Burnham's Big Test — Resist
Reform or Bend to It?"

Solomon Hughes wrote for the Morning Star examining whether Burnham will resist Reform's
pressure or shift right, referencing his GM mayoral record on asylum/refugee policy. Shared on
r/LabourUK (20pts, 5 comments).

Nitter Discourse (31 May - 1 June)

e Betting: Burnham 7/20 (71%) favourite vs Reform's Kenyon at 10/3 (22%)

e Polling: Survation cited: Burnham 43%, Reform 40% — neck-and-neck

e Grooming gangs: Reform's Zia Yusuf: "Burnham had the power to stop the grooming
gangs, but chose not to" — amplified by Daily Mail

e Carol Vorderman: Sending letters calling Reform candidate Kenyon a "little coward" —
MEN exclusive

e Manchester Airport case: Two men cleared; calls for Burnham to pardon them



e SV voting system change: Labour accused of rushing through SV restoration for
mayoral elections to block Reform
e Criticism: Multiple users calling for Burnham to resign as mayor before the by-election

Key Developments (2 June 2026)

Polly Toynbee: Burnham Central to New Policy-
Rich Labour Debate

Guardian columnist Polly Toynbee published "British politics is fractured and chaotic - but at
last it's brimming with ideas for the future" (2 June, 08.00 BST), tagged on the Andy Burnham
topic page. The column argues that the Labour leadership contest — Burnham vs Starmer — has
finally sparked genuine policy debate within the party, crediting Tony Blair's intervention as a
catalyst. The piece positions Burnham as a central figure in a newly dynamic political landscape.

Andy Beckett: Burnham's Anti-Austerity
Positioning Gains Intellectual Support

Guardian columnist Andy Beckett's "Despite what the UK right will tell you, appeasing bond
markets has actually led to instability"” (2 June, 06.00 BST) is tagged under Burnham,
providing intellectual backing for his critique of neoliberalism and Blairism. The piece argues
austerity benefited bond traders but impoverished society and fuelled populism — directly
supporting Burnham's "40 years of neoliberalism" argument.

Mandelson Files: The Context Works for
Burnham

The release of Peter Mandelson's files calling Starmer's No 10 "beleaguered and bereft" (1-2 June)
is the dominant Westminster story. Every headline about a struggling, chaotic government creates
an implicit case for Burnham as the alternative. Minister Pat McFadden's comment — "Every
meeting | have is 'who can we tax in order to pay benefits to others' — reinforces the sense of a
government without direction. Chris Mason wrote: "Decision to appoint Mandelson continues to
inflict damage."

This is directly relevant to Burnham's positioning: the more Starmer's government looks rudderless,
the stronger Burnham's leadership case becomes.



Guardian: On-the-Ground from Makerfield —
Voters Say Labour Has "Lost Their Way"

The Guardian's 31 May on-the-ground feature (prominent on 2 June) reveals the scale of the
challenge Burnham faces in his own former seat:

e Reform banners dominate the constituency

e Voters are driven by immigration and disenchantment — not ideological commitment
to Reform

e Kenyon's controversies (calling abortion "cowardly murder", describing gay people as
"poofs") have not deterred voters

e Direct quote from a former trade unionist with a Reform flag: "Andy Burnham is not going
to do anything. He's using it as a stepping stone to become prime minister. He doesn't
care about Makerfield."

e Restore Britain polling at 7% (Survation) — the right-wing vote split is Burnham's best
hope

MEN: Farage-Burnham Spat — Residents'
Response

MEN published "We showed Makerfield residents Nigel Farage and Andy Burnham's spat about
immigration. The response was telling" — a feature examining how local voters view the social
media clash between Burnham and Farage (Farage's Al-generated immigration image, Burnham's
"Are you getting desperate, lad?" reply).

MEN: Green Candidate Profile

MEN published a profile of Green candidate Sarah Wakefield: "The Green candidate in Makerfield is
betting on hope in an age of anger." Her scaled-back campaign positions her as an alternative to
anger-driven politics.

Key Developments (3 June 2026)

MEN: Burnham Says He WON'T Call Snap
General Election If PM

The MEN reports Burnham is explicitly ruling out calling a snap general election if he becomes
PM — walking back the Bloomberg report from 31 May that he'd "left open the possibility". This is a



defensive clarification to counter the "destabiliser" narrative.

MEN: "Change Can't Come Soon Enough” —
Burnham on Mandelson Files

Burnham issued a direct statement on the Mandelson files scandal, saying "change can't come
soon enough" — his most explicit public criticism of Starmer's government yet, directly
capitalising on the "beleaguered and bereft" No 10 described in the released documents.

Guardian: Rafael Behr Analysis — "But With
What Message?"

Guardian columnist Rafael Behr published a sharp analysis (3 June) questioning whether Burnham
has substance beyond personality:

e A senior civil servant described working with Burnham as "revising for exams with a mate
who might say: 'shall we sack this off and play football?'"

e Behr argues Burnham needs more than "blokeish affability" — he needs to bridge the
Brexit faultline, not just rely on a progressive remainer coalition

e Reform UK voters have "a level of emotional attachment neither Labour nor Tories have
inspired in decades"

e 30% of Green voters considered backing Labour vs only 6% of Reform supporters —
tactical anti-Farage coalition is possible

e "It is easier to imagine Burnham's blokeish affability as the missing ingredient than it is to
describe the platform that would reunite a fractured electoral coalition”

Guardian: Polly Curtis — "Doom Loop" of Public
Mistrust

Polly Curtis of Demos published a column tagged under Burnham: "Unless Starmer, Burnham or
Streeting rebuild public faith, the issue of who is PM is moot." Provides intellectual framing for the
deep crisis any leader would face.

Henry Nowak Murder — Dominant National
Story

The Henry Nowak case dominates the news, with Farage claiming "two-tier culture". Starmer said
he "felt sick" watching the bodycam footage. This volatile backdrop complicates Burnham's
Makerfield campaign by keeping culture war issues in the headlines.



Key Developments (4-8 June 2026)

?? CRITICAL: Commons Library — Immediate
Mayoral Disqualification If Elected MP

The House of Commons Library briefing CBP-10853 (21 May 2026) confirms: if Burnham wins
Makerfield, he is immediately disqualified from the mayoralty. There is no dual mandate. This
triggers a GM mayoral by-election.

Guardian Exclusive: "l Wouldn't Flinch" (4 June)

Major interview setting out his leadership prospectus:

Confirmed he will run in any Labour leadership contest

Social care reform: would fix inheritance tax and care charges, accelerate Casey review to
end of 2026

Labour as broad church: more left-wing ministers but no Corbyn return

No snap general election — explicitly ruled it out (reversing Bloomberg, 31 May)

Survation Poll #2: Labour 49%, Reform 39% (4
June)

Second Survation telephone poll (518 adults): Burnham lead widening as left consolidates. Reform
stuck at 39%. Restore Britain at 7% splitting the right.

Telegraph: 10-Point Lead (5 June)

Telegraph reported a 10-point lead for Burnham — "would-be Labour leader pulls ahead of
Reform."

BBC Newsnight + Question Time (5 June)

e Newsnight interview with Victoria Derbyshire — first since declaring leadership intent.
Challenged on small boats and record.

e Question Time filmed in Ashton-in-Makerfield with all candidates. BBC noted Burnham
"doesn't suffer from a deficit of coverage."



Campaign Strategy: Personal Vote Over Party
Brand

Politics Home (30 May): Burnham's campaign is almost entirely personal — "ANDY FOR US" cartoon
leaflets, Labour branding minimal. Nobody in Labour thinks any other candidate could win.
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