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Dan Thomas, who quit as Reform UK's Wales leader on Tuesday after his arrest, walked
into his party's Senedd group meeting in Cardiff Bay in person on Wednesday as
colleagues met to work out how to replace him — and his chief whip made clear the
party has no plans to suspend him.

Chief whip Llŷr Powell said removing the whip — which would effectively leave Thomas
sitting as an independent MS — had not been considered: "Dan was completely
transparent with us after what happened. Right now, Dan Thomas is a member of our
group. He had a right to be there today." He added: "Unlike other people I don't assume
guilt until you know an investigation finishes. I think that's completely wrong." There is
"an office here for Dan if that is where casework is being held", he said, because "the
people of his constituency expect him to be doing the job that he's elected to do".
The contest: nominations close today (Thursday). Party members are not expected to
get a vote on who becomes Wales leader — Reform's 33 Senedd members will decide in
a secret ballot if there is more than one candidate. Powell, who did not rule out standing
himself ("I don't want to lie to the media" but no papers submitted), and interim leader
Helen Jenner are thought to be the potential candidates. James Evans MS ruled himself
out on Wednesday despite claiming majority group support. A party official from London
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oversaw Wednesday's meeting.
Farage's blessing: Powell said the group has Nigel Farage's "full confidence" and that
Farage has sent a message of support. "Nigel is just supportive," he said.
Context: Thomas was arrested over the weekend on suspicion of assault and engaging
in controlling or coercive behaviour, and bailed pending enquiries. He denies doing
anything wrong. His resignation broke at the same time as Sarah Cooper-Lesadd MS
defected from Reform to Plaid Cymru.
Analysis (Nation.Cymru, Martin Shipton): Thomas was Farage's hand-picked Welsh
leader, announced out of the blue in February 2026 — "a huge insult to all the members
of Reform in Wales who were considered unworthy of the leadership role". Shipton notes
nobody voted for Thomas personally: under the closed-list system every Reform MS was
elected on Farage's coat-tails, and the party is now discovering the flip side of that.

(BBC Wales — David Deans, 16 Sep; Nation.Cymru — Martin Shipton, 16 Sep)

Cabinet Minister for Finance Elin Jones hosts finance ministers from across the UK in
Cardiff today (Thursday) and will press Westminster to reopen the 2016 Wales Fiscal
Framework, seek greater borrowing powers and argue for changes to the Barnett
formula.

The meeting is the Finance Inter-ministerial Standing Committee (FISC), bringing
together UK Government, Welsh, Scottish and Northern Irish finance ministers. Jones will
also hold a one-to-one with the Chief Secretary to the Treasury focused specifically on
Welsh funding.
The 2016 Fiscal Framework governs the block grant, devolved taxes, borrowing and use of
reserves. The Welsh Government wants it reviewed to ensure funding arrangements
"remain fit for purpose", plus greater flexibility over reserves to plan long-term
investment.
Jones: "The way our funding is calculated hasn't kept up with the real needs of
people here. It's outdated, and it's not transparent enough. That must change."
She added: "We're up against a genuinely challenging financial backdrop — so what we're
asking for isn't about special treatment for Wales but for a system that's fair, that's clear,
and one that reflects the needs of our communities."

(GOV.WALES press release, 16 Sep 23:00; Nation.Cymru, 16 Sep)
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A recording of Plaid's culture minister answering an English-language question in Welsh
has been viewed tens of thousands of times, dividing opinion online.

In yesterday's exchange, Conservative MS Janet Finch-Saunders (Bangor, Conwy and
Môn) asked about Welsh NHS waiting lists in English. Trefnydd, Chief Whip and Cabinet
Minister for Culture and Sport Heledd Fychan replied in Welsh.
Finch-Saunders interrupted: "I did ask the question in English." Fychan responded: "Yes,
and we have two languages here, so I will use the Welsh language to reply to
your question. Thank you. Is the interpretation working for the Member now?"
The translation system then failed to work, and proceedings were paused while it was
checked before Fychan repeated her answer. Nation.Cymru notes no comparable fuss is
made when an MS answers in English to a question originally put in Welsh — both
languages are official and equal in the Senedd.

(Nation.Cymru — Stephen Price, 17 Sep)

Welsh Labour leader Ken Skates has said his party will not support the Welsh
government's budget if cuts are made to the Flying Start early-years programme.

Skates said the scheme's future "has to be a red line" in ongoing budget talks. Plaid's
Dafydd Trystan Davies, Minister for Government Effectiveness, did not rule out cutting
or changing it: "I don't think I can guarantee that any single programme will be in
its current form." He praised Flying Start's speech-and-language therapy and health
elements and said he wants councils delivering poorly to adopt the best practice of the
most effective ones.
Flying Start, launched in 2007, includes 12.5 hours of free childcare for two-year-olds and
is being expanded Wales-wide towards the government's goal of 20 hours a week free
childcare for all children aged nine months to four years. The Welsh Government's latest
estimate is that this needs £250m–£500m a year of extra funding.
Plaid runs a minority administration and must strike deals in Cardiff Bay to pass budgets
or laws. The Welsh Government says support for "disadvantaged children will be
enhanced" as childcare expands.

(BBC Wales — James Williams, 16 Sep; Nation.Cymru; BBC Cymru Fyw)

?? "Disgraceful": Senedd clash over a Welsh-
language answer to an English question

? Labour makes Flying Start a budget "red line"

? Defector "was on the verge of expulsion" —
and quits a hard-right journal's editorship



Reform UK's director of external affairs has claimed Sarah Cooper-Lesadd was about to
be thrown out of the party when she defected to Plaid Cymru — and demanded she quit
her Senedd seat.

Matthew MacKinnon posted a long attack on X alleging the Pen-y-bont Bro Morgannwg
MS "lied to and manipulated assessors" in her selection, refused to open a constituency
office, and "used Reform to get herself elected"; "She should resign." Political
commentators seized on his admission that Reform's elected Senedd representatives
need authorisation to speak to the media.
There is no legislative requirement for an MS to resign or face a public vote on switching
parties. Cooper-Lesadd, 31, was elected under the closed-list system four months ago and
accused her former group of wanting the Welsh Government to fail.
Separately, Nation.Cymru reports Cooper-Lesadd has resigned as editor of the
Journal of the Freedom Association, a post declared on her register of interests (paid
£501–£1,000 a year for five to 20 hours a week). The group, founded in 1975, gained
prominence through anti-trade-union campaigns, campaigned against sporting sanctions
on apartheid-era South Africa — earning a judicial rebuke — and in 1988 threatened the
BBC over broadcasting the Nelson Mandela 70th Birthday Tribute.

(Nation.Cymru — Emily Price, 17 Sep; Martin Shipton, 16 Sep)

Hospices across Wales say they face a perfect storm of increasingly urgent and complex
care needs, rising costs and growing demand — with one children's hospice chief
describing the sector's financial position as "fragile".

Wales' hospices provide care and support to 20,000 adults and children every
year, but the sector says pressures on staff and finances are making the situation
"difficult to sustain".
Irfon Rees, chief executive of Tŷ Hafan, the children's hospice in Bro Morgannwg, said it
has had to draw on reserves to keep investing and maintaining services — something
"that can't be done in the long term": "About 85% of our care costs are currently covered
by the public in Wales, and what we're asking for is a change in that balance." He added:
"We welcome the money we get from year to year but we can't plan long-term."
Running Tŷ'r Eos in Wrexham costs about £5.6m a year, with roughly 80% of its
income coming from fundraising.
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(BBC Cymru Fyw — Gareth Wyn Williams, 17 Sep 06:05)

Powys Teaching Health Board has confirmed a 14-week consultation from 5 October to
10 January 2027 on proposals that could cut community hospital beds from 146 to 90
across three hospitals, or 60 across two.

Inpatient wards would be retained in Brecon and Newtown, with Llandrindod Wells
potentially staying open only under the three-site model. Beds could be lost at
Welshpool, Machynlleth, Ystradgynlais and Llanidloes — as well as Llandrindod
Wells under the two-site option.
The board also proposes changes to the location of local urgent care centres and minor
injury and illness units, and bringing all mental health inpatient beds together on a single
site. Average travel time to inpatient care would rise from about 12 to 24 minutes, and
more than 45 minutes each way for those living furthest away.
Powys has no general hospital but has beds in eight community hospitals, with occupancy
typically 85–90%. Chair Dr Carl Cooper said approval of the consultation marked "the
beginning of a conversation, not the end of one": "No outcome has been
predetermined."

(BBC Wales — Craig Duggan, 16 Sep; the board's decision was covered in yesterday's roundup —
the consultation window and figures are new)

A new route for families to raise urgent concerns about a mother or baby's worsening
health is being introduced in hospitals across Wales.

Call for Concern gives women, parents and families a clear way to ask for urgent help —
families are often the first to notice something is wrong. It has two parts: recording how a
patient is feeling, and a clear route to ask for further clinical review.
It builds on checks already used by staff, including the all-Wales Maternity Early
Warning Score and the Neonatal Early Warning Trigger and Track tools.

(GOV.WALES press release, 16 Sep 10:35)
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The latest annual assessment has classified every principal salmon river monitored in
Wales as "at risk", with the 2025 season recording the lowest rod catches since records
began in 1956.

Across England and Wales, only two of the 64 principal salmon rivers assessed were
estimated to have populations above their Conservation Limit.
Dr Ben Wilson, Natural Resources Wales' Principal Fisheries Advisor: "The picture for
salmon in Wales remains deeply concerning. All of our assessed salmon rivers
are now classified as 'at risk', and too few salmon are returning from the sea to
sustain healthy populations into the future."
NRW says Atlantic salmon face pressures throughout their lifecycle — climate change,
deteriorating habitats, barriers preventing migration and water quality problems — and
that it is working with partners to restore habitats, improve fish passage and strengthen
stocks.

(Nation.Cymru, 17 Sep)

Green GEN Cymru has unveiled a new "monopole" pylon design for its Tywi-Usk and
Tywi-Teifi projects in mid Wales, in what Nation.Cymru reads as a bid to attract the
approval of the new Plaid Cymru Welsh Government.

The monopoles are around 22 metres tall — roughly half the height of a typical
275kV pylon — based on a Danish design and created specifically for GGC's developing
132kV network, "with the Welsh landscape in mind". A prototype is expected in early
2027.
The structures will now be considered alongside wood poles, lattice towers and
underground cables in GGC's "infrastructure toolkit", with the company exploring whether
they can be manufactured and fabricated in Wales. GGC plans to invest nearly £1bn in
Wales' electricity network.
Plaid has made clear its preferred option is undergrounding cables. Campaigners at
CPRW told the BBC the monopole is "still a major piece of infrastructure in the
countryside" (covered in this morning's UK roundup).

(Nation.Cymru — Martin Shipton, 17 Sep; BBC Wales)
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Stonegate Pub Company is looking for a new "operator" to run Y Glôb in Upper Bangor
— one of the best-known Welsh-language pubs in Wales — which has been closed since
June.

A metal door has been fitted to the main entrance and a notice posted on behalf of the
building's owner. A Stonegate spokesperson said the company is "looking forward to
welcoming the right operator" and hopes to "reopen the pub as soon as possible".
The closure has disappointed Welsh-speaking students in Bangor as the new academic
year and Wythnos y Glas approach — they describe Y Glôb as "a community, not just a
pub" and "an important focal point for the social life of the Welsh-speaking community at
the university".

(BBC Cymru Fyw, 16 Sep)

The Cardiff pub Y Mochyn Du reopens from today with its Welsh name restored, eight
years after a rebrand that caused a row.

In 2018 the Sophia Close pub switched its "iconic" name for the bilingual Brewhouse and
Kitchen / Bragdy a Chegin — a move made without consulting the community, many of
whom met there, and one that angered Welsh-language campaigners. A refurbishment
completing today has given the owners the chance to U-turn.

(Nation.Cymru, 17 Sep)

Carol Vorderman is to receive the BAFTA Cymru Siân Phillips Award for
Outstanding Contribution, honouring a decades-long television career that began when
she was one of the first women to speak on Channel 4 at 21, plus her STEM campaigning.
Casting director Lauren Evans is also among this year's special award recipients.
(Nation.Cymru, 17 Sep)
John Humphrys asks whether the Royal Family should go on. The Cardiff-born
veteran broadcaster's new Channel 4 documentary The Royals: Time to Go? makes the
case for electing a head of state. "I know the monarch is not a political leader, but he is
our leader, and we need to bow our knee to him. That's what I object to. Shouldn't we get
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a choice?" He recalled his father refusing to attend a royal visit in Cardiff: "My father
didn't attend and said he would never bend the knee to anyone. I guess that rubbed off on
me." (BBC Wales — Oscar Edwards, 16 Sep)
Johns' Boys celebrate 10 years with two sold-out gala concerts at William Aston Hall in
Wrexham on 3 and 4 October — performing with a 37-piece live orchestra for the first
time, with a new generation of young singers and their largest UK and Ireland tour to
come. The Rhos-based male voice choir's Artistic Director is Aled Phillips. (Nation.Cymru,
17 Sep)
Cynan Jones's Pulse named Waterstones Book of the Month for September. The
short-story collection on rural Welsh life, shortlisted for Wales Fiction Book of the Year,
was published in paperback last month. (Nation.Cymru, 17 Sep)
National Library of Wales takes its collections on tour — "Your Library" visits
Merthyr Tydfil (opening with the town's boxing heritage), Swansea, Wrexham and Conwy
between 21 and 25 September, each event shaped by local people and local history.
(Nation.Cymru, 17 Sep)
Gresford Disaster 92nd anniversary: the Wrexham Miners' Project is running a
programme of remembrance from 17 to 22 September at the Miners Rescue Station on
Maesgwyn Road, including a vigil with 266 candles — one for each miner killed when
an explosion tore through the Dennis Section of Gresford Colliery on 22 September 1934,
one of the deadliest events in British mining history. (Nation.Cymru, 17 Sep)

Keira Bevan will play at number 10 for the first time when Wales open their WXV Global
Series campaign against South Africa at Cardiff Arms Park on Friday.

The 29-year-old, who has made 83 appearances — all at scrum-half — has been training
at fly-half through pre-season and partners Seren Lockwood. Regular 10 Lleucu
George is named among the replacements, with Kayleigh Powell already ruled out of
the campaign through injury.
Head coach Sean Lynn has named three uncapped players in the matchday squad: Amy
Williams starts on the wing after a two-try display in June's uncapped Barbarians fixture,
while front rowers Elan Jones and Shanelle Williams are set for first caps from the
bench.

(BBC Sport Wales — Ceri Coleman-Phillips, 16 Sep)
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Saracens prop Rhys Carre has won the Welsh Rugby Writers' Association's Lloyd Lewis
award after playing 11 of Wales' 12 Tests in 2025/26.

Carre scored in three successive Six Nations matches — against France, Scotland and
Ireland — and his solo effort in Dublin was named try of the Championship. He is the first
prop to take the men's award since Gethin Jenkins in 2009.
"It's a bit surreal. I didn't think this would be something I could achieve," he said, adding
that he still gets stopped about the Ireland try: "There aren't many Welsh people around
where I live in St Albans…"

(Nation.Cymru, 16 Sep)

The Ospreys could field a starting XV that is a third Australian when the URC season
begins, having recruited from down under out of necessity after May's uncertainty over
the club's future.

Wallabies Liam Wright, Lalakai Foketi and Marika Koroibete, plus fly-half Lawson
Creighton, have followed lock Ryan Smith (signed in 2025 as cover for Adam Beard's
move to Montpellier) to west Wales. It is a recruitment drive that has excited supporters
after the departures of Jac Morgan and Dewi Lake.
The Ospreys open their campaign away to the Sharks in Durban on Saturday 26
September (15:00 BST).

(BBC Sport Wales — Chris Kirwan, today)

Leicestershire have been deducted 27 points for breaching pitch regulations in their
August victory over Glamorgan, leaving them bottom of County Championship Division
One and on the brink of relegation.

The penalty, imposed by the independent Cricket Discipline Panel midway through their
penultimate match, effectively hands Glamorgan a lifeline in the fight against the drop. In
evidence to the Cricket Regulator, Leicestershire head groundsman Callum Lewin cited
circumstances "out of my control", including an unscheduled Bollywood filming event at
Upton.

(BBC Sport, 16 Sep)
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Councillor falsely claimed a sex offender had been released. Pyle, Kenfig Hill and
Cefn Cribwr councillor Owain Clatworthy (Restore Britain) posted a mugshot of Scott
Henwood, who now uses the name Scarlett Lee, to Facebook on Monday claiming the
paedophile had been "released back onto the streets of Bridgend" after serving half of a
two-year-four-month sentence. Police confirmed the individual remains behind bars;
there are calls for him to apologise. (Nation.Cymru — Emily Price, 17 Sep)
Driver clocked at 144mph on a road crossed by a public footpath. The speed was
recorded on the link road at Wrexham Industrial Estate (a 70mph dual carriageway)
and emerged during a North Wales Police and Crime Panel briefing on the Compass
collision-hotspot mapping scheme. Panel member Trevor Coxon said he was "horrified".
(Nation.Cymru — Richard Evans, Local Democracy Reporter, 17 Sep)
Plas Alltyferin, a Grade II-listed country house near Nantgaredig in
Carmarthenshire, has gone on the market for £1.6m — 4,775 sq ft across three
floors, more than 100 acres of pasture and woodland along the River Cothi, and its own
Norman-era fort. A field at the estate hosted cricket matches through the 1800s.
(Nation.Cymru, 17 Sep)
Restaurant owner fined over cockroach infestation. Motiur Rahman, 51, of
Cardiff, who owned Spice Kitchen Ltd, pleaded guilty at Cardiff Magistrates' Court on 2
September to food hygiene offences. Officers found the Birchgrove premises — then
trading as Delhi Cuisine — open during a cockroach infestation after a tip-off in October
2024. It closed voluntarily, later reopened as Grand Sylhet, then shut again when officers
found it trading without hot water. (BBC Wales — Kieran Molloy and Paul Pigott, 16 Sep)

Cardiff — Thursday 17 September: sunny intervals and a moderate breeze, high 18°C, low 9°C
(westerly, 15 mph). (BBC Weather, last updated 09:00)

Day Forecast High / Low

Fri 18 Sep Light rain, moderate breeze 18° / 15°

Sat 19 Sep Heavy rain, moderate breeze 20° / 13°

Sun 20 Sep Sunny intervals, gentle breeze 19° / 12°

Mon 21 Sep Sunny intervals, light winds 21° / 12°

Tue 22 Sep Sunny intervals, light winds 22° / 12°

Wed 23 Sep Sunny intervals, light winds 22° / 11°

Thu 24 Sep Sunny, light winds 22° / 11°
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A wet spell arrives from the south-west on Friday and peaks on Saturday with heavy
rain before clearing. From Sunday high pressure takes over: winds fall light and
temperatures climb to 22°C by Tuesday — a late-September warm spell into the following
weekend.
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