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Pubs, cafés, restaurants, bars, hotels, gyms, cinemas and theatres across Wales will see
their business rates bills cut by 30% under a permanent change announced by the
Welsh Government at 00:01 this morning — funded by a small increase in the rates paid
by Wales' biggest properties. First Minister Rhun ap Iorwerth and Finance Minister Elin Jones
launched the policy at the Radyr Tap in Cardiff, where Jones pulled two pints for the cameras
(landlord Phil Newbould reckoned her technique "could do with some work", but called the cut
"helpful"). The 30% reduction applies from 1 April 2027 to small and medium-sized properties
with a rateable value below £51,000. It replaces the 15% temporary relief currently in place for
food and drink hospitality. Sectors covered: food and drink hospitality (pubs, restaurants, cafés,
bars, food courts, licensed clubs, live music venues); visitor accommodation (hotels, guest
houses, hostels); and leisure (cinemas, theatres, libraries, museums, gyms). Retail shops keep the
support they already get through the lower multiplier.

How it's paid for. The scope of the lower multiplier is expanded to those sectors; the
revenue is offset by a marginal rise in the higher multiplier applied to the highest-value
properties in Wales — including some hotels and large sites such as supermarkets. The
gap between the higher and standard multipliers rises to about 2p in the pound, less
than a penny more than now. Ministers say the overall contribution business rates make
to funding public services is unchanged and local authority funding will not fall.
The FM: "Our high streets are the heartbeat of communities right across Wales, and the
businesses that fill them deserve our backing… This 30% cut to rates for pubs, cafés,

Welsh Headlines — 15 Sep
2026

??????? Welsh News Headlines
— 15 September 2026

? Top Story: 30% business rates cut for
pubs, hotels, gyms and cinemas



gyms, hotels and so many other local favourites is about giving those businesses the
confidence to invest, grow and keep serving the communities that rely on them." He told
the BBC it delivered the government's "promise to rebalance the way business rates
work" and was "the earliest point realistically we can do this".
Elin Jones: "This significant and permanent change will make a real difference… We've
taken a balanced approach, ensuring this support is affordable while protecting the vital
contribution business rates make to our public services." She said it was right that the
"burden will fall on the bigger businesses", amounting to around 1p in every £1.
Industry reaction. UK Hospitality Cymru director David Chapman welcomed it as
"the beginnings of a change which I hope will permanently enable our businesses to look
at growth", but warned running a venue was like "plate spinning when you're riding an
exercise bike" given VAT, energy and National Insurance costs. Newbould said the cut was
"not as huge as it sounds" — about £3,000 a year across his two pubs — and renewed
calls for a VAT cut, which is reserved to Westminster. Oliver Banks, who opened café and
wine bar Kindred in Cardiff five months ago, called it "fantastic" and said it should give
him "a little bit more wiggle room" on food and drink prices.
Next steps. Regulations come forward in the autumn; subject to Senedd approval the
change takes effect from 1 April 2027. Exact multiplier values for 2027-28 will be
confirmed in budget preparations after the UK Autumn Budget. The Town Centres
Taskforce will consider what further tailored support individual town centres need.
Context. In July, Prime Minister Andy Burnham announced a 20% cut in business rates
for pubs, social clubs and live music venues in England, also from April 2027. The UK
government said that since rates are devolved, the Welsh cut also means extra funding
for the Welsh government to allocate.

(Sources: GOV.WALES press release, 15 Sep 00:01; BBC Wales — Huw Thomas, Wales business
correspondent, updated this morning)

The First Ministers of Wales and Scotland signed the Cytundeb Caerdydd — the Cardiff
Agreement — at 15:00 yesterday, committing their governments to work together on
seven areas of shared interest.

Ap Iorwerth and John Swinney set out cooperation on: tackling child poverty and improving
outcomes for children and families; cost of living pressures and living standards; sustainable,
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inclusive economic growth; fiscal arrangements; climate change and resilience; international
engagement, including with the EU; and language, culture, media and sport.

Ap Iorwerth: "While Wales and Scotland are on different constitutional journeys, we both
share a commitment to strong, accountable devolved government… We share a belief
that our people should decide their own future, and that the Union isn't working fairly for
either nation."
Swinney: "An important moment in the history of devolution… The new era of co-
operation… will be underpinned by a shared belief that the people of Scotland and Wales
are best placed to decide their own constitutional future."
The agreement is not legally binding. At a second press conference Swinney declined
to support reform of the Barnett Formula — the funding system Welsh ministers
have long argued disadvantages Wales but which is generally thought to favour Scotland.
Ap Iorwerth said there were "flexibilities that Scotland already have right now as a
minimum to be handed to Wales".

(GOV.WALES press release, 14 Sep 15:00; BBC Wales)

Compact update on yesterday's summit: the memorandum of understanding between
Plaid Cymru, the SNP and Sinn Féin was signed in Cardiff Bay, with all four leaders
declaring "there could be no clearer sign that Westminster's time is coming to an end".

The MoU says: "No Westminster government has the right to block democracy or
undermine the principle that our people will decide their own future… We recognise that
our parties have different constitutional positions and that each nation will determine its
own future in its own way and in its own time." It asks the UK Government to "prepare for,
plan and facilitate constitutional change in each jurisdiction".
New detail: Swinney said he wants Scots to have "a choice on their constitutional future"
within this Holyrood term, which ends in 2031, and has previously said a
referendum could come as soon as 2028. He noted the Scottish Parliament now has 73
pro-independence MSPs (with the Greens) — an increase of one, though the pro-
independence vote share fell to about 41% — and said polling showed a small majority in
favour. He called Burnham "the last prime minister of the United Kingdom".
Ap Iorwerth gave no Welsh timetable. Asked to clarify what the MoU meant for
Wales, he said it was "up to the people of Wales to decide its own future" and, pressed
further: "The timescale will be set by the people of Wales when they are persuaded. My
job is to persuade." Plaid has ruled out a referendum before the 2030 Senedd election. He
said the "current status quo is not tenable" and called for a fundamental redesign of the
UK's constitutional framework, with independent nations working together.
Reaction. Burnham's spokesman said the PM "believes strongly in the union" and is
focused on easing household finances "rather than engaging in constitutional debates or
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further referendums". Scottish Secretary Douglas Alexander said independence and a
referendum were "off limits… a distraction". Reform UK Scotland leader Malcolm Offord
called it "fantasy politics"; Scottish Conservative leader Russell Findlay said many would
"recoil". Labour and Reform accused Plaid of wanting to break up the UK; Emma Little-
Pengelly (DUP) again accused O'Neill of "weaponis[ing] the role of first minister".
Traffic: the BBC story has 5,953 comments — the day's busiest Welsh-adjacent item.
The Guardian's First Edition newsletter led on it this morning.

(BBC Wales — David Deans and Cemlyn Davies; BBC Scotland — Angus Cochrane; Guardian
briefing, 15 Sep 06:45)

Restore Britain leader Rupert Lowe has announced a policy of "rolling back devolution"
in response to the Cardiff summit, posting on Facebook (5,000+ likes): "We will restore
democratic accountability and strengthen the Union. Whilst ensuring a fair say for the Scottish, the
Welsh, the Northern Irish – and yes, the English."

He contrasted "accepting the status quo, and its endorsement of ever greater fragmentation" with
"a determined effort to bring our family back together through rolling back failed devolution", and
said a full policy paper is "being developed" — so at present the policy exists only as a social
media post. (Nation.Cymru, 15 Sep)

Reform UK Wales leader Dan Thomas has tabled a written question at the Senedd
implying Nation.Cymru made a false allegation — a characterisation the site's chief
executive says goes far beyond what the press regulator actually ruled.

Thomas asked Culture Minister Heledd Fychan whether it remains appropriate for Nation.Cymru
to receive public funding in light of IPSO complaint 06516-25, and what standards of accuracy and
editorial governance the Welsh Government expects of publicly supported organisations.

The complaint concerned a 2025 opinion piece that said: "Multiple sources have told
Nation.Cymru that the man behind [the Doge Wales X account] is Ross England." England
— the former Welsh Conservative candidate whose disclosure of a complainant's sexual
history collapsed a 2019 rape trial at Cardiff Crown Court, and who was later dropped as a
candidate — denied running the account.
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Nation.Cymru CEO Mark Mansfield: IPSO "did not find that this allegation was false. It
did not rule that England was not behind the account and did not find that Nation.Cymru
had fabricated its sources." Rather, IPSO found Nation.Cymru presented the claim as "an
unproven allegation made by multiple sources", and upheld accuracy breaches because
England's denial was not included when published and the subsequent correction
was not offered promptly enough. Nation.Cymru had offered a right of reply and to amend
the article.

(Nation.Cymru — Martin Shipton, 15 Sep)

Gŵyr Abertawe MS Francesca O'Brien says she did not know who Voice of Wales were
when she chaired a meeting at which the group's leaders spoke.

O'Brien discussed the October meeting — held with parents over claims, amplified online by Voice
of Wales, about religious education at Sea View Community Primary School in Mayhill — on the
Faith Jarvis podcast. Attendees included Voice of Wales leaders Stan Robinson and Dan Morgan,
and far-right activist Peter May. Asked about the group's far-right designation, O'Brien smiled:
"What is far-right?"

She said her ignorance was because she does not watch the news or listen to political
podcasts: "I hadn't even heard of the Voice of Wales… I didn't even know what they
looked like." A Conservative source told Nation.Cymru it was "inconceivable" she didn't
know of the group given it operated inside her own Senedd constituency.
O'Brien, who received significant Voice of Wales support during her campaign and publicly
thanked the group, said the "racist" label had become "irrelevant" to her, and dismissed
Channel 4's undercover investigation into Reform officials and foreign donations as
"irrelevant".

(Nation.Cymru — Emily Price, 15 Sep)

Around 100 health visitors at Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board have written
an open letter to Rhun ap Iorwerth urging him to intervene in their dispute, which is
now in its eighth month.

The workers have been on continuous industrial action since February over whether the
role should sit at NHS Band 6 or Band 7; Unite says some are underpaid by as much as
£9,000 a year.
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Unite general secretary Sharon Graham: "Unite is calling on Plaid Cymru to honour its
promise it made to bring the dispute to an end. Otherwise, the question has to be asked,
did Plaid lie?" Ap Iorwerth signed an open letter before becoming First Minister backing
the upgrade to Band 7.
The health visitors overwhelmingly rejected the board's offer of a one-off payment of
more than £5,000 last month — 99% of those voting said no — and say the board should
instead move them to Band 7 (Band 6 salary reaches £48,117; Unite argues the difference
is around £9,000).
Impact: between March and May 2025, 6,140 visits were carried out; in the same three
months this year, under the strike, that fell to 909. The workers plan to demonstrate
outside the Senedd this week.
Health Minister Mabon ap Gwynfor has held talks with board chairman Jonathan
Morgan and called for both sides to return to negotiations; the Welsh Government says it
recognises staff concerns and that last month's offer "does represent progress".

(Nation.Cymru — Mark Mansfield, 15 Sep)

Turnout at May's Senedd election reached a record 51.7% — the first time it has passed
50% — according to new Electoral Commission research, which also flags serious
concerns about candidate abuse and misinformation.

94% of voters were satisfied with the process of voting, 86% were confident the election
was run well, 99% found the ballot paper easy to complete and 97% knew the election
was happening (YouGov survey of 1,771 adults in Wales, 8 May–1 June).
But 54% of Senedd election candidates said they had experienced harassment,
intimidation or threats, with women more likely to report abuse.
More than half of respondents said they had seen misinformation during the campaign,
and 12% said they had encountered deepfake material.
Confusion over the new system persists: 31% were not confident they understood how it
works and 17% did not know the voting system had changed. Only 35% of 16–17-year-
olds said they had learned anything in school or college about voting or how Wales'
democracy works.
Rhydian Thomas, head of the Electoral Commission in Wales: "Without improvements to
candidate safety, there is a significant risk that people will be put off standing in future
elections."

(Nation.Cymru — Emily Price, 15 Sep)
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From today, pubs, bars, restaurants and other licensed venues across Wales and
England can accept digital proof of age from certified providers — a QR code to scan, or
a phone tapped against a compatible reader.

The rules follow a 2024 consultation in which 72% of respondents backed digital identity
for alcohol age checks. The scheme is voluntary: venues are not required to accept it
and physical ID remains valid.
Digital Government Minister Stephanie Peacock said drinkers would no longer need to
"hand over sensitive personal information such as your name or address just to prove
your age". UKHospitality chief executive Allen Simpson called it "a positive step";
techUK welcomed it as a practical use of the UK's £2bn digital verification sector.
Note: this is a UK-wide statutory change that applies in Wales — the Welsh Government is
not the legislating body.

(Nation.Cymru, 15 Sep; BBC)

Michael Sheen says the FM snubbed him over toxic pollution claims — Sheen told
the Welsh Affairs Committee he invited ap Iorwerth to watch Buried with Michael Sheen
before broadcast; "unfortunately, that offer was not taken up". (BBC Wales, 10 Sep —
covered in this roundup on 10–12 Sep; the clip recirculated on the Wales index today.)
PISA critique: Nation.Cymru carries an academic's claim that England's 2025 PISA
scores may have been artificially inflated by selective exclusion of lower-attaining
pupils (Prof Paul Frijters, who says adjusting for sample selectivity would put England
"on the same level as Scotland" — and on a par with Wales). The Department for
Education said OECD is responsible for PISA comparisons; the Welsh Government said its
priority is "to understand the evidence and drive the improvements that will help every
learner in Wales reach their potential". (Nation.Cymru — Martin Shipton, 14 Sep)

PC Richard Williams used unreasonable force on multiple occasions during the arrest of
Steven Clark in Porthmadog, a misconduct hearing in Colwyn Bay has been told. Williams
faces eight allegations, including using a headlock or "choker", unreasonable use of incapacitant
spray, using handcuffs to cause pain, and throwing or dropping Clark into a police van. He denies
wrongdoing and was cleared of assault and intentional strangulation at a Caernarfon trial in 2025.
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Body-worn camera footage and bystander phone video were played. The hearing was told
Clark "is punched by Williams nine times in the face or head" — "nine pretty quick
punches", with no pause for reflection — and that the suspect said he "could not breathe".
The case was adjourned until today (Tuesday).

(BBC Wales — Brendon Williams, 14 Sep 18:59)

Vasile Barbu, 50, jailed for causing the death of triathlete Rebecca Comins by
dangerous driving, has lost his appeal against deportation. Barbu drove straight into the
back of Comins' bike on the A40 near Raglan in June 2022 while delivering furniture to Calais,
rather than moving into an empty lane of the dual carriageway. Comins, 52, of Monmouthshire,
was nine minutes into a cycling time trial.

Immigration judge Ian Boyes: "The nature of the offending is important. This was not an
accident. It was not a slight misjudgement. It was committed using a vehicle which should
not have been on the road." Barbu's van was found unfit for the road and overloaded,
increasing braking distances and reducing steering ability.
Barbu, who moved to Britain in 2002 and ran the Old Pandy pub, argued removal would
be "unduly harsh". The judge found his children are adults and the "very significant public
interest in deportation outweighs" his private and family life considerations. Comins'
family said they were "so proud of what she achieved in her life". (BBC Wales — Rowenna
Hoskin, 14 Sep)

An inquest has been opened and adjourned into the death of Anthony David Jones, 56,
who died after reports of violent disorder between two motorcycle gangs in
Pontnewynydd near Pontypool.

Jones, an NVQ assessor from Brecon, was taken to the University Hospital of Wales in
Cardiff on 6 August after injuries sustained in a fracas in Heol yr Ysbyty. He was
unconscious and unresponsive, had suffered a head injury, and died the following day.
Gwent Police's senior coroner Caroline Saunders heard that the post-mortem is ongoing
and the death remains the subject of a criminal investigation; the inquest will be
adjourned until those inquiries conclude, before a decision on whether it should resume.
(Background: Gwent Police believe members of two rival Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs were
involved. A 40-year-old man from Torfaen was arrested on suspicion of murder in August,
and 25 men have been arrested in total. Jones' family paid tribute to a "much-loved
husband and devoted dad", known to his grandchildren as "Grumpy".)
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(BBC Cymru Fyw — Owain Evans, 14 Sep)

Drivers face widespread closures and disruption for the Cardiff Half Marathon on
Sunday 4 October — with restrictions starting in the city centre on Wednesday 30
September.

When What

30 Sep, 5am – 5 Oct, 11.59pm College Road (Museum Avenue to King Edward VII Avenue)
closed for race village build

1 Oct, 5am – 5 Oct King Edward VII Avenue (Boulevard de Nantes to City Hall
Road)

From 2 Oct Sections of King Edward VII Avenue, Museum Avenue,
Gorsedd Gardens Road, City Hall Road

Race day, 4am–noon North Road south of Boulevard de Nantes, part of the
A4161, Kingsway, Duke Street, Castle Street; Cowbridge
Road East (Castle Street–Cathedral Road)

Race day, 6am–10.45am North Road (Colum Road–Boulevard de Nantes)

Race day, 10am–3.10pm Colum Road and part of Park Place

Race day, 8.30am–3.10pm Rolling closures along the route, reopening as soon as it is
safe

The route runs from Cowbridge Road East through Wellington Street, Leckwith Road and Sloper
Road, then along Penarth Road and across the Cardiff Bay Barrage. Cardiff Council is advising
residents and visitors to plan ahead and allow extra time. (Nation.Cymru — Mark Mansfield, 15
Sep)

Wales & West Utilities began upgrading gas pipes in the Station Road area of Llandaff
North yesterday (14 Sep), with temporary traffic lights and phased side-street closures
running until 18 December. The works are being sequenced ahead of Cardiff Council's planned
resurfacing of Station Road so the new surface isn't dug up again. Junction-by-junction: three-way
lights at Church Road/Heol Don (14–27 Sep); four-way lights at Maplewood Avenue (21 Sep–4 Oct);
two-way lights near Hilton Place (5–11 Oct) and Hazelhurst Road (12–18 Oct); Ty Mawr junction
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closed 19–23 Oct; Hawthorn Road junction closed 24 Oct–1 Nov. Councillors Jen Burke and Dilwar
Ali say they are seeking assurances on parking and business access. (Nation.Cymru / LDR — Kieran
Molloy, 15 Sep)

Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg has raised concerns that S4C's standalone digital
platform, S4C Clic, is being "pushed to the margins", after a series of freedom-of-
information requests to S4C and the BBC.

The campaign group points to the partnership agreement between S4C and the BBC
earlier this year, which gives S4C content a more prominent place on iPlayer.
S4C rejects the claim: "S4C Clic yn parhau i fod yn flaenoriaeth" — Clic remains a priority
— and says its digital-first strategy is about drawing more viewers to Welsh-language
content. Chief executive Geraint Evans says monthly S4C viewers via iPlayer have risen
25% since the deal, from 200,000 to 250,000.
S4C's most recent annual report put S4C Clic at 25,700 monthly users.

(BBC Cymru Fyw — Gwyn Loader, 14 Sep)

Cardiff-born Matthew Rhys made Emmy history with a double win and dedicated the
award to the "mighty nation" of Wales. The Cymru Fyw write-up — "yn diolch i Gymru 'fach
ond nerthol'" (thanking Wales, "small but mighty") — was the freshest item on the Welsh-language
index this morning. (BBC Wales/Cymru Fyw, today)

Wildlife presenter Chris Packham has called a walking trail in west Wales one of the
"most beautiful" he has ever experienced, while on a "dogcation" with his two miniature
poodles Sid and Nancy and partner Charlotte Corney. After Newport Sands in Pembrokeshire, he
visited The Castle Inn in Aberteifi for "a moment of bliss", and — because parts of Craft Festival
Wales at Cardigan Castle were not dog-friendly — walked the Teifi Marshes nature reserve
instead. Corney visited the festival, which this year drew over 100 makers. (Nation.Cymru, 15 Sep)
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Fifteen members of Porthmadog's Clwb Rhwyfo Madog rowed 26km along the Seine in
Paris to mark the club's 25th anniversary, taking part in the Traversée de Paris on 13
September — 12 rowing and three coxing, with two Celtic longboats plus a hired yolette. The
event, the 41st organised by the Ligue Île-de-France d'Aviron, passed the Eiffel Tower and Notre-
Dame; 250 boats and over 1,000 rowers took part. (BBC Cymru Fyw, today)

Carno-area farmer Ioan Humphreys has described life in a post-apocalyptic town for
Channel 4's new series Apocalypse as "an eye-opener" — three weeks drinking river water
and wearing other people's clothes, with one night at -12C. "Dealing with other people was my
biggest problem," he told Dros Frecwast. (BBC Cymru Fyw, 14 Sep)

�� WRU: women's rugby not to blame for region axe — the governing body's
director of women's rugby, Nadine Griffiths, has pushed back on claims that the growth
of the women's game is behind the decision to cut a Welsh region. (BBC Sport, 14 Sep)
�� Donald set for England T20 debut — Welsh-born Aneurin Donald is in line to
make his England T20 debut against Sri Lanka. (BBC Sport, 14 Sep; 238 comments)
⚽  Burnley boss "grateful" to Haverfordwest — Nicky Hayen, whose Burnley side
are bottom of the Championship without a win in seven, has spoken about his debt to the
Pembrokeshire town. (BBC Sport, 14 Sep)
⚽  Cardiff's youngest-ever player — Noah Anyadike, 15 years and 98 days when he
faced Norwich, is now "a hero" to pupils at Ysgol Maes y Gwendraeth, says his PE teacher
Owen Francis, who notes Anyadike was in school at 08:30 the morning after a game that
finished around 1am — while also preparing for his GCSEs. (BBC Cymru Fyw — Lowri
Roberts, today)
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The Local Government Association has warned that a mountain of broken fridges is
building in waste centres across England and Wales, as this year's heatwaves push
white goods to breaking point — and councils say there is not enough recycling capacity
to cope.

The crunch follows the liquidation last year of a major fridge recycling centre at
Newport Docks, which left more than 80,000 fridges and freezers stranded. Two
other centres have closed in recent years.
Fridges must be degassed before processing and their foam insulation is hazardous, so
they cannot go through standard metal recycling lines — sites holding them need
environmental permits or registered exemptions.
Councils from Bradford to Gloucestershire, Durham and Nottinghamshire are among 26
that have suspended fridge collections this month, adding to financial pressure on
local authorities.

(The Guardian — Sarah Marsh, 15 Sep 07:00)

ALS Managed Services, which trades as ALS People, has secured £3.75m from the
Development Bank of Wales for a second management buyout, as it looks to expand
across the UK. The Caerphilly-based company supplies and manages temporary workers in
recycling, warehousing, distribution and manufacturing, and says turnover has risen from £13.3m
to more than £60m since the 2018 buyout, with staff numbers doubled. Chief executive Phil
Tromans is leading the latest deal; recruitment veteran Phil McDonald becomes chairman.
(Nation.Cymru, 15 Sep)

A diver has filmed a lion's mane jellyfish with tentacles reportedly up to 40ft long off
the Welsh coast. The 40-second video was published last night and picked up again this morning
on the BBC Wales index — the day's most-viewed light item behind the Emmy coverage. (BBC
Wales, video, 14–15 Sep)

Cardiff — Tuesday 15 September: sunny intervals and a moderate breeze, high 20°C, low 10°C
(westerly, 15 mph). (BBC Weather, updated 09:01)

Day Forecast High / Low
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Wed 16 Sep Sunny intervals, gentle breeze 19° / 13°

Thu 17 Sep Light rain showers, moderate breeze 19° / 9°

Fri 18 Sep Light rain, moderate breeze 18° / 15°

Sat 19 Sep Drizzle, moderate breeze 20° / 13°

Sun 20 Sep Sunny intervals, gentle breeze 21° / 13°

Brighter but cooler than recent days, with the westerly breeze keeping it fresh. Showery
rain arrives from the west on Thursday and again on Friday; the weekend improves, with
high pressure building into next week — highs of 22–23°C from Monday and light winds.
No weather warnings currently issued for Wales.

Reddit, Nitter, Phice and FlareSolverr steps remain down in this run — BBC comment counts used
as a proxy:

Story Comments

Westminster's time is coming to an end 5,953

Donald set for England T20 debut 238

Business rates cut (Wales business) high traffic, updated this morning

# Story Where Why it matters

1 30% business rates cut
for hospitality,
accommodation and
leisure

Wales Permanent, from April
2027; below £51,000
rateable value; funded by
higher multiplier on the
biggest properties

2 Cytundeb Caerdydd
(Cardiff Agreement)
signed

Cardiff Wales and Scotland commit
to cooperate on seven
areas; Swinney refuses to
back Barnett reform

3 "Westminster's time is
coming to an end" —
MoU signed

Cardiff Swinney now targeting a
referendum by 2031; ap
Iorwerth gives no Welsh
timetable
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# Story Where Why it matters

4 Restore Britain: "roll
back devolution"

UK Rupert Lowe's counter-
policy, so far only a
Facebook post

5 Reform Wales leader
questions Nation.Cymru
funding

Senedd Dan Thomas' written
question misstates the IPSO
ruling, says the site's CEO

6 Francesca O'Brien
defends far-right
meeting

Swansea Reform MS says she didn't
know who Voice of Wales
were; "What is far-right?"

7 Striking health visitors
call on the FM

Cwm Taf Morgannwg Band 6 vs 7 dispute; visits
down from 6,140 to 909;
demo outside the Senedd
this week

8 Record Senedd turnout
of 51.7%

Wales But 54% of candidates
faced abuse; 12% saw
deepfakes

9 Digital proof of age live
for alcohol sales

Wales & England Voluntary; physical ID
remains valid

10 PC Richard Williams
misconduct hearing

Colwyn Bay Eight allegations over a
Porthmadog arrest;
adjourned to today

11 Triathlete's killer loses
deportation appeal

Newport Vasile Barbu must leave the
UK; judge: "this was not an
accident"

12 Pontnewynydd inquest
opened and adjourned

Pontypool Anthony David Jones, 56,
died after biker-gang
disorder on 6 August

13 Cardiff Half Marathon
closures

Cardiff Race day 4 October; city-
centre closures from 30
September

14 Llandaff North gas
works until 18 December

Cardiff Traffic lights and phased
closures for mains
replacement

15 Concerns over S4C Clic's
future

Wales Cymdeithas yr Iaith FOIs;
S4C says Clic remains a
priority

16 Fridges piling up at
recycling centres

England & Wales Newport Docks closure
stranded 80,000+ units; 26
councils suspend
collections

17 ALS People £3.75m
management buyout

Caerphilly Development Bank of
Wales backing; turnover
past £60m



# Story Where Why it matters

18 Cardiff's youngest-ever
player "a hero" to pupils

Carmarthenshire Noah Anyadike, 15,
balancing GCSEs with the
first team

Compiled Tuesday 15 September 2026, ~09:06 BST by Emrys �� (Hermes cron) · Sources: BBC
Wales, BBC Wales Politics, BBC Sport, BBC Cymru Fyw, BBC Weather, Nation.Cymru, GOV.WALES
(media.service.gov.wales), The Guardian.

Method note: the Hermes browser remains unavailable on this host (its Chromium shim points at a
removed Google Chrome.app), so the whole sweep ran through the Playwright fetch service
(192.168.178.100:8090, MarkItDown) — BBC Wales and Wales Politics indexes, BBC Cymru Fyw,
Nation.Cymru (news category + homepage), GOV.WALES and BBC Weather all returned clean text;
36 article pages were fetched in one batch and URLs were harvested from the index markdown.
The Guardian's Wales RSS feed supplied the Wales-section items (the fridges piece and this
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SearXNG (:8086) was again in mixed mode — the usable leads (WalesOnline, ITV Wales headlines,
Nation.Cymru, GOV.UK) were cherry-picked and the rest (Korean spam boards, Wikipedia, travel
sites) ignored. GOV.WALES has exactly two items newer than 11 September: today's business rates
release and yesterday's Cardiff Agreement release. Skipped as already covered: the Cardiff summit
preview and its declaration wording, the FM's refusal of Reform-style crypto donations, the Senedd
constituency-names review and the policing-devolution analysis (all 14-09); the Betsi Cadwaladr
"health board boss should quit" story and the Michael Sheen/Welsh Affairs Committee hearing
(both published 10 Sep and carried 10–12 Sep — Sheen noted only as a recirculating clip); the IPP
release (14-09), idling fines (14-09), the £70m rail testing centre and Cardiff Zeta-Jones pieces (13-
09); the phones-in-schools and PISA-report stories (08–09 Sep). Reddit, Nitter, Phice and
FlareSolverr steps were skipped — services down.
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