
Tuesday 15 September 2026 · compiled 08:05 BST

The findings of the public inquiry into how Lucy Letby was able to repeatedly murder and harm
babies are published later today. The inquiry examined what happened at the Countess of Chester
Hospital between 2015 and 2016, where Letby worked as a neonatal nurse. It was not tasked with
re-examining her guilt — only how concerns raised about her were handled by the hospital, and
whether action could have been taken sooner.

Letby, now 36, is serving 15 whole-life prison terms for murdering seven babies and
attempting to murder seven others (including one baby she tried to murder twice).
She was moved off the neonatal unit to administrative duties in July 2016 after
consultants complained to the executive team — the inquiry examined whether alarm
bells should have rung earlier, for example after three babies died in quick succession in
June 2015.
Led by Lady Justice Thirlwall; six months of evidence, thousands of documents, cost
over £18.5m. Expect findings of significant safeguarding failures and NHS-wide
recommendations.
The Criminal Cases Review Commission — the only body able to send the case back to
the Court of Appeal — says it will pay close attention. Letby has twice been denied
permission to appeal.
Her defence lawyer Mark McDonald told Newsnight he has submitted "nearly 30 expert
reports to the CCRC", more than "any other case" in its history. Two experts (Prof Geoff
Chase, Helen Shannon) quit his team on Monday.
5,913+ comments on the BBC story within hours.
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Average wage growth including bonuses slowed to 3.9% between May and July (ONS), which —
thanks to the triple lock — sets the likely uprating:

Pension type Likely weekly rate Likely annual rate Increase

Flat-rate state pension
(reached SPA after Apr
2016)

£250.70 £13,036.40 +£488

Old basic state pension
(reached SPA before Apr
2016)

£192.10 £9,989.20 +£374.40

If confirmed, the flat rate passes the £12,570 personal allowance and becomes liable
for income tax. Labour has pledged pensioners relying solely on the state pension won't
be chased for returns.
Resolution Foundation (Ruth Curtice): the triple lock creates a "ratchet effect" —
pensioner living standards have grown three times faster than typical workers' over 20
years.
Not confirmed until September inflation data next month. Inflation currently 2.9%, not
expected to exceed the wages figure.
ONS labour market: unemployment unchanged at 4.9%, but vacancies and payroll
employees fell.

Reform announced over the weekend it had received two donations of £36m each — the largest
in British political history — from British businessmen Ben Delo (crypto billionaire) and
Christopher Harborne, both of whom have until recently lived abroad.

Farage says there is "no question" they are legal "as it stands", refuses to detail
residency, and calls retrospective criminalisation impossible: "This cannot be." He
threatened to retaliate by limiting trade union donations if elected PM.
The Representation of the People Bill, debated in the Lords on Monday, caps
donations from Britons living overseas at £100,000, and requires donors to have been
UK-registered by 25 March 2026 to escape the cap. Returnees must wait at least a year
before giving more than £100k.
TUC conference in the same week: general secretary Paul Nowak branded Reform a
"party for sale" and the donations "a crisis for democracy"; Unite's Sharon Graham
wants a £500k–£1m cap on UK-resident donations. Nowak: "no similarity between care
workers chipping in a few quid a year through their union and a party bought and paid for
by billionaires."

State pension likely to rise by £488 a year in
April

Reform UK's £72m donations row rolls on



Sir Philip Rycroft, whose March report into foreign interference prompted the change,
said he sees "no reason why we should have these mega sums of money coming into
British politics" and floated capping all donations.
Tom Tugendhat (Con): avoid "Americanisation of politics". Lisa Smart (Lib Dem):
emergency legislation. Greens: Labour should "find its spine and support a tight cap".
Chris Mason's analysis: "Row over Reform's mega donations has mileage in it yet."

For the first time since devolution, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland all have first ministers who
want to leave the UK. Rhun ap Iorwerth (Plaid Cymru), John Swinney (SNP) and Michelle O'Neill
(Sinn Féin), plus Sinn Féin president Mary Lou McDonald, signed a memorandum of understanding
on Monday.

The MoU: "there could be no clearer sign that Westminster's time is coming to an end…
No Westminster government has the right to block democracy."
Swinney and O'Neill called for referendums; ap Iorwerth declined to give a timetable.
Plaid has ruled out an independence referendum before the 2030 Senedd election.
Swinney described Andy Burnham as "the last prime minister of the United Kingdom".
Separately, the Welsh and Scottish governments signed the Cytundeb Caerdydd /
Cardiff Agreement on future collaboration and joint pressure on the UK government
over funding and powers.
DUP deputy first minister Emma Little-Pengelly accused O'Neill of trying to "weaponise
the role of first minister". Labour and Reform accused Plaid of wanting to break up the UK.

Burnham cancels engagements after death of father — the PM has withdrawn from
scheduled appearances.
Former top civil servant received pay-off of nearly £860,000 — Lord Wormald's
exit package draws scrutiny.
Lord Blunkett: farm tax a mistake — calls for a Burnham "rural reset".
PM urges "culture shift" in how the UK does business on the day the TUC
conference opened (1,391 comments).
MPs and Lords call for new law to address AI threat to human rights (599
comments).
Norfolk police commissioner Colin Sutton may cancel tour after backlash.
Nottingham's face-covering ban comes into force — police and community
protection officers can ask people to remove coverings if they "reasonably believe" they
conceal identity for crime or anti-social behaviour. Refusal: £70 fixed penalty, or

"Westminster's time is coming to an end" —
nationalist first ministers
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prosecution with a maximum £1,000 fine. Religious, cultural, health, work, weather and
personal-safety coverings exempt. Stafford Borough Council has a similar PSPO; West
Midlands community leaders want to follow.
Pubs in England and Wales to allow digital ID apps to prove age — voluntary,
technology-agnostic scheme; Yoti-style apps require a face-match log-in and issue time-
limited QR codes. Digital minister Stephanie Peacock says drinkers won't need to "hand
over sensitive personal information". UKHospitality's Allen Simpson calls it "a positive
step". Could later cover tobacco and vapes.
Harry and Meghan to have security review and children change school amid
security concerns.
Assisted dying bill rejected by MPs — analysis of why it failed this time (earlier in the
week).
Parliament: House of Lords business 14–17 September includes the donations bill
debate.

30% business rates cut for high street hospitality and leisure — announced 00:01
today by First Minister Rhun ap Iorwerth and Finance Minister Elin Jones at the
Radyr Tap, Cardiff. Cut applies from 1 April 2027; small and medium businesses with a
rateable value below £51,000 benefit, change fully funded by higher rates on the largest
businesses. FM: this gives businesses "the confidence to invest, grow and keep serving
the communities that rely on them."
Leaders of Wales and Scotland sign Cytundeb Caerdydd (Cardiff Agreement) —
plans for future collaboration between the two governments (Monday 14 Sep).
"Westminster's time is coming to an end" — see Top Stories. ap Iorwerth: "growing
recognition that Westminster is not working"; May's Senedd election gave a "mandate for
change".
Restore Britain's Rupert Lowe announces policy to "roll back devolution" —
follows the historic nationalist leaders' summit.
Reform MS Francesca O'Brien defends far-right meeting links — "I didn't know who
they were" (Nation.Cymru, Emily Price; 7 comments).
Striking health visitors call on the First Minister to honour a pre-election pledge
.
Police officer who put a suspect in a headlock and punched him nine times faces
misconduct hearing.
Driver who killed Team GB triathlete Rebecca Comins to be deported.
Michael Sheen says the FM snubbed him over pollution claims.
Digital proof of age for alcohol sales introduced across Wales.
£70m planned Gibraltar-sized rail testing centre hasn't been built — spent, no
facility.
Cardiff Half Marathon road closures announced; gas works bring months of
disruption to a city road.
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Welsh firm secures £3.75m backing after management buyout — workforce
services company grew turnover from £13.3m to over £60m.
Giant jellyfish with "40ft tentacles" filmed off the Welsh coast — lion's mane
jellyfish captured on camera; 0:40 video.
Matthew Rhys dedicates Emmy award to the "mighty nation" of Wales after
historic double win.
Catherine Zeta-Jones: "nepo baby is a horrific term"; Luke Evans on surviving
Hollywood.
Church in Shropshire preserves a Welsh englyn stone from 1661 — one of the
oldest known examples of a Welsh englyn on a gravestone.
Laurie Anderson to make her Wales debut at Llais Festival; new Doctor Who fan
feature film shot in Cardiff; Eighties chart stars announce 40th-anniversary arena tour.
Long-running local stories: a Swansea man jailed indefinitely for stealing a mobile
phone released after 21 years; a resident wants council tax refunded after six months of
missed bin collections; an SUV found blocking the Wales Coast Path.

Nato fighter jet shot down a drone that entered Lithuanian airspace shortly after
midnight. Lithuanian officials say it likely came from Belarus and was downed near
Pratkunai village, southern Lithuania, near Kaunas. A drone alert was issued for Vilnius
and the surrounding region.
Poland scrambled fighter jets in the early hours as Russia launched its latest attack on
Ukraine using jet-powered drones across the whole country. At least some drones likely
crossed Ukraine's borders.
Zelensky says Kyiv is ready to support a US-led proposal for a Russia–Ukraine
ceasefire protecting energy sites — but only if Washington can ensure Moscow is
genuinely ready to comply.
Poland separately said Nato "would defeat Russia quickly if we took our gloves off".

Trump says AI safety fears are a "hoax" as he rejects calls for greater safeguards.
This follows Anthropic co-founder Jack Clark telling the BBC that AI is getting more
powerful "by the day" and that a "kill switch" should be mandatory.
US confirms for the first time that it has deployed space weapons (Pituffik Space
Base, Greenland, pictured).
AI regulation faces political deadlock in Congress as calls grow for action; China
criticises the idea it is in "malicious competition" over AI and tightens travel
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restrictions for its citizens.
Supreme Court blocks Trump's plan to restrict mail-in ballots.
Donald Trump Jr and Bettina Trump say a Putin ally paid for some wedding festivities
as a "gift".

Legendary costume designer Bob Mackie dies aged 87.
Emmy Awards 2026: Welsh actor Matthew Rhys makes history with a double win;
other winners include Noah Wyle and Allison Janney; Taylor Swift made a surprise
appearance in a sketch.
Wild dogs record a 2,500-mile trek across Zambia in search of a mate.
Ukraine's postal workers deliver a lifeline under Russian fire (BBC feature from
Zaporizhzhia oblast).
Yemen: thousands demand an end to violence in a cartel hotspot; Houthi prisoner
releases in Mokha.
Mexico/Yemen/other: civilians celebrate Houthi prisoner convoy; ongoing Middle East
tension after leaders call for restraint.

UK set to turn cooler as unsettled weather continues (Simon King, BBC Lead Weather
Presenter)

Much of the UK feels cooler from today as more changeable weather moves in; rain
spells, especially northern and western parts.
Cold front brings rain across England and Wales for a time; fresher north-westerly winds
then bring showers — some heavy — to Scotland, Northern Ireland and north-west
England and Wales.
Maximum temperatures 17–22C, around five degrees lower than Monday. That's closer
to the seasonal average.
Drier, brighter interlude on Wednesday, then more unsettled again; 15–20C.
Overnight lows 8–12C — early commuters may need extra layers.
From Saturday, a west/south-westerly wind pulls temperatures back above average, with
signs of high pressure and drier, brighter spells — but a September heatwave is
looking increasingly unlikely.
Context: a "historic" El Niño has left the Atlantic unusually quiet and set a new hurricane
season record; El Niño is likely to cause a wetter and warmer-than-normal autumn.
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UK Westminster voting intention — 7-poll moving average (PollCheck, updated 12
September 2026)

Party Support vs GE24

Labour 26.0% ▼ 8.7

Reform UK 23.1% ▲ 8.4

Conservative 20.1% ▼ 4.3

Greens 11.0% ▲ 4.1

Lib Dems 10.6% ▼ 1.9

Note: Labour and Reform are within roughly three points; the combined Reform + Conservative
vote comfortably exceeds Labour's.

Reddit, Nitter and Phice steps are down in this run — substituting BBC comment counts as an
engagement proxy:

Story Comments

Westminster's time is coming to an end 5,913

PM urges "culture shift" in UK business 1,391

MPs and Lords call for AI human rights law 599

Chris Mason on Reform's mega donations 7h old, high traffic

Matthew Rhys' double Emmy win — dedicates the award to the "mighty nation" of
Wales.
Giant lion's mane jellyfish with "40ft tentacles" captured on camera off the Welsh
coast.
African wild dogs complete a 2,500-mile trek across Zambia in search of a mate.
Quadruple amputee learns to walk again on prosthetic limbs.
Doctor Who fan feature film — a "passionate tribute" to the classic '70s and '80s era,
shot in Cardiff.
Welsh englyn stone from 1661 preserved in a Shropshire church.
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# Story Category Nation

1 Thirlwall Inquiry findings
into Lucy Letby published
today

Justice / NHS UK

2 State pension likely to rise
£488/yr in April under triple
lock

Economy UK

3 Reform's £72m donations
— £100k expat cap
backdated to 25 Mar

Politics UK

4 "Westminster's time is
coming to an end" —
nationalist leaders' MoU

Constitution UK/W/S/NI

5 Nato downs drone over
Lithuania; Poland scrambles
jets

Conflict World

6 Trump calls AI safety fears
a "hoax"; Anthropic's Clark
wants kill switch

Tech / Politics World

7 Nato-aligned: Zelensky
open to US-led energy-site
ceasefire

Conflict World

8 US confirms first
deployment of space
weapons

Defence World

9 Welsh 30% business rates
cut for hospitality and
leisure from Apr 2027

Economy �� Wales

10 Cardiff Agreement signed
by Welsh and Scottish
governments

Constitution �� Scotland

11 Nottingham face-covering
ban in force (from £70 FPN)

Policing England

12 Digital ID apps approved to
prove age in pubs

Technology UK

13 Harry and Meghan security
review; children change
school

Royal UK

14 Burnham cancels
engagements after father's
death

Politics UK
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# Story Category Nation

15 UK turns cooler — 17–22C,
rain NW; heatwave unlikely

Weather UK

16 Matthew Rhys makes
Emmy history with double
win

Culture �� Wales

17 Bob Mackie dies aged 87 Culture World

18 Supreme Court blocks
Trump mail-in ballot
restriction

Law US

19 Restore Britain's Rupert
Lowe: "roll back devolution"

Politics UK/Wales

20 Reform MS Francesca
O'Brien defends far-right
meeting

Politics �� Wales
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