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The House of Lords debates changes to the law on political donations this afternoon,
after Reform UK banked £72m from two crypto billionaires inside 24 hours.

Ben Delo and Christopher Harborne — both British, both having spent time living
overseas — gave £36m each. Reform's total for 2026 now stands at roughly £86m.
The government is seeking to change the rules on donations from British expats,
including a £100,000 cap backdated to 25 March. It has also proposed a minimum
residency period after a donor returns to the UK.
Lord Wills told Radio 4's Westminster Hour he will amend the bill so UK-resident
donations are capped too.
Richard Tice (Reform deputy leader) says the move shows Labour is "terrified" and
accuses ministers of trying to "retrospectively introduce legislation in order to
significantly disadvantage another political party" — a point echoed by Zia Yusuf,
who called it confiscation of donations that were lawful when received.
Angela Rayner said the changes would apply retrospectively and anyone non-compliant
would "have to return that money". Robert Jenrick insists the donations are "entirely in
line with the law as it is".
Sharon Graham (Unite): a limit on individual donations is necessary — "billionaires
splashing out millions" is not the same as "everyday workers giving 10p a week". Paul
Nowak (TUC) pushed back on the comparison: "trade union money is the cleanest, most
transparent money in British politics."
The Met Police inquiry into alleged overseas donations continues; the government has
set up a taskforce on "mega-donors".
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The first ministers of Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland meet in Cardiff — the first time
since devolution that all three devolved governments are led by parties that want to leave the UK.

Rhun ap Iorwerth hosts the SNP's John Swinney and Sinn Féin's Michelle O'Neill; Sinn
Féin president Mary Lou McDonald also attends, and ap Iorwerth and Swinney will sign
an agreement on "future collaboration in areas of shared interest".
ap Iorwerth: "a new political landscape is emerging, with a growing recognition that the
Westminster model is no longer working". Swinney called the momentum behind
constitutional change "undeniable".
Emma Little-Pengelly (DUP deputy first minister) criticised O'Neill for attending.
The summit follows the Commons exchange in which Andy Burnham appeared to say a
second Scottish referendum could follow the same trigger as a border poll in Northern
Ireland. No 10 later insisted there was no policy change and another vote remains "off
limits".

The Joint Committee on Human Rights published a 100-page report calling for a new AI Bill to
"address the scale and seriousness" of human rights threats.

Chair Alex Sobel (Labour): "Nowhere in the world, including the UK, has a current
legislative and regulatory approach to AI that is fit for purpose."
The JCHR wants a "single, independent AI oversight body" on a statutory basis,
risk-classified regulation across the AI lifecycle, and outright prohibitions on some uses
(subliminal techniques, inappropriate profiling/biometric use).
Follows Dario Amodei's (Anthropic) call to slow AI development, with Sam Altman and
Elon Musk both agreeing — and Donald Trump rejecting a brake, citing the race with
China.

Rayner: only a "slim chance" the 1.5m-new-homes target for England will be met.
Deep-fried food banned under new English school dinner rules; the Telegraph reads it
as "no ice cream and compulsory lentils".
Burnham: a "culture shift" is needed in how the UK does business — No 10 hosts
entrepreneurs and local mayors on Monday.
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Tourist tax row: ~800 pub, restaurant and hotel leaders urge Burnham to cut VAT
from 20% to 10%, days after councils were handed power to levy visitor charges. The
government says levies will be a percentage of accommodation cost so low-cost holidays
stay low.
Rail passengers get an automatic right to switch operators for free when trains
are cancelled.
Rise in abuse of election candidates is "changing politics" in England.
George Osborne calls for the UK to rejoin the EU customs union.
Register of British Slave Traders: three-year project names up to 10,500 investors
in the transatlantic slave trade, tracing links to institutions still operating (Guardian
exclusive).
A director who oversaw Grenfell cost-cutting has been given a senior council housing
role.
TUC conference opens; rent rises set to speed up in a gloomy forecast for tenants.

Ukraine & Russia

A Russian drone hit a Ukrainian train at a station on the Polish border, shortly
after Boris Johnson and top European officials had passed through. Johnson's own
service had departed earlier than scheduled due to the attack threat. He told the Daily
Mail the strike shows the "bared teeth of a cornered rat"; the Sun led on "Boris flees Vlad
drone blitz". Canada offered air-defence support as Zelenskyy visited.

Europe

Sweden's election is too close to call — the centre-left bloc led by just a single seat
with most votes counted.
Turkish police detained dozens in raids on gay bars and the homes of LGBTQ+
activists.
Trump ended his two-day Ireland visit by promising to remove all Irish whiskey
tariffs, having earlier doubled down on support for a united Ireland.

Middle East

Saudi Arabia shut a key East–West oil pipeline, blaming drones launched from Iraq;
the Houthis claimed an attack on a Saudi base as fighting with Yemeni forces flared.
Gaza: a pregnant woman was among more than 10 killed in Israeli attacks; an Israeli
minister threatened to strip film-makers of citizenship over a Gaza documentary.
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Indonesian ferry capsized in the Java Sea — six dead, ~130 missing. A Vanuatu
ferry sank in rough seas (one dead, 30+ missing), and the death toll from a Philippines
ferry fire rose to 35.
North Korea has built a new uranium enrichment facility, the UN's nuclear
watchdog says.
BRICS summit in New Delhi: Xi Jinping got a red carpet amid a thaw in India–China
relations, though the Iran war has exposed divisions in the bloc.
Nepal: rescuers found two more people alive after flash floods, as Kathmandu called for
climate compensation from big polluters.

Americas & Africa

Trump downplayed warnings of AI risk, citing rivalry with China — the FT's lead.
CIA released dozens of pre-9/11 presidential daily briefs on Bin Laden and al-
Qaida.
Rubio signalled a shift to working with allies on the drug trade as the latest boat
strike killed three; an Ecuadorian gang was designated a terrorist group by the US.
George Chuvalo, the legendary Canadian heavyweight, died aged 89.
Uganda: the burial of King Oyo took place as a succession dispute ignited and the
military chief said the country would withdraw from the Invictus Games "out of respect for
King Charles".

Six months without bin collections has prompted calls for council tax refunds on a
new housing estate.
New Welsh constituency names could be changed — again.
Record mountain rescue callouts are "not sustainable", rescuers warn.
Summer wildfires caused "catastrophic hidden damage", scientists say — as crews
continue to battle a south Wales wildfire ("It's been very tough").
Drivers in Wales face fines of up to £150 for leaving engines idling while stationary
under new rules.
The First Minister rejected Reform-style mega donations, and separately hailed a
"new political landscape" ahead of the Cardiff summit.
£70m of taxpayers' money spent on a Gibraltar-sized rail testing centre that has
never been built.
A man serving an indefinite sentence is set for release after 21 years for a phone
robbery.
Huw Edwards thanked 1,000 subscribers, saying he feared the public would question his
"right to speak".
Language campaigners warn "secret" talks over BBC cuts threaten S4C's digital
independence; a Welsh local newspaper's website is going behind a paywall.
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Bryn Terfel's parents got front-row seats for his emotional homecoming; a Welsh
stargazing spot made Europe's top 10; a council crematorium became the first in Wales to
win a top environmental award.

A warm, humid Monday gives way to a cooler, wetter, windier week.

Monday is the warmest day: above 20C widely, up to 26C where the sun breaks
through in central and southern England. Cloudy for many, with rain on west coasts and
hills.
A strengthening jet stream (speeds above 170mph by late week) brings deeper low-
pressure systems — spells of rain and brisk winds, with the potential for minor
disruption towards next weekend.
By Thursday winds turn westerly/north-westerly: 14–16C in Scotland and Northern
Ireland, 17–20C in England and Wales.
High pressure may build again for the last week of September, but there is currently
nothing to indicate a heatwave.

Reddit: step skipped — Reddit access remains dead in this stack. Twitter/X (Nitter): step
skipped — Nitter remains dead. Facebook / Phice: step skipped — Phice unavailable.

Social steps are non-functional in the current stack. The news desks carry the discourse instead
this morning.

��️ "Our forefathers are coming back" — the Naga people celebrate after an Oxford
museum agrees to return ancestors' remains.
�� Best friends for decades — until a DNA test revealed they were sisters. Two
Indian-born women adopted separately and raised near each other in the Netherlands.
�� A missing 70-year-old US hiker was found injured on a remote island after a
week-long search.
�� Céline Dion's "high-stakes" comeback show in Paris drew rave reviews.
�� Buckingham Palace restoration uncovered a trove of everyday objects dating
back to the 1800s, including staff possessions from the Victorian era.
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�� A Welsh stargazing spot beat iconic European destinations to make a new top-
10 ranking.
�� Bryn Terfel's proud parents watched him bring the house down at an emotional
homecoming.

Party PollCheck 7-poll average (12 Sep
2026)

vs GE 2024

Labour 26.0% ▼ 8.7

Reform UK 23.1% ▲ 8.4

Conservative 20.1% ▼ 4.3

Green 11.0% ▲ 4.2

Liberal Democrats 10.6% ▼ 1.4

Read: Labour holds a 2.9-point lead over Reform under Burnham — but both main parties are well
below their 2024 shares, with the Greens the clearest long-run gainers.

Paper Lead

Daily Telegraph "No ice cream and compulsory lentils in school meal
shake-up" + 800 hospitality leaders urge Burnham to cut
VAT to 10%

Daily Express "Labour tourist tax will hammer seaside B&Bs"

The Sun "Boris flees Vlad drone blitz"

Daily Mail "Did Putin drone target Boris and top security officials?"

i Paper "Reform's £72m crypto bonanza sparks Labour donations
row"

Metro "Labour threat to Reform's £72m windfall"

Daily Mirror "Bitcoin? £72m donations fallout"

? Polling — Westminster voting
intention

? The Monday front pages (via BBC
"The Papers")



Paper Lead

The Guardian "Revealed: true scale of Britain's involvement in the slave
trade"

The Times "Reform hits out at bid to stop record donations"

Financial Times "Trump rejects industry calls for brake on AI over fears of
losing race to China"

Daily Star "Souness: Today's stars are big softies"

# Story Where Why it matters

1 Reform's £72m and the
Lords donations debate

UK Record party donation;
£100k expat cap backdated
to 25 March; Met inquiry
live

2 First ministers of Wales,
Scotland & NI meet in
Cardiff

Wales/UK First time all three devolved
governments are pro-
independence; joint
declaration

3 Russian drone hits train
after Boris Johnson
leaves station

Ukraine Strike near Polish border;
Johnson reads it as a
Kremlin warning

4 Swedish election too
close to call

Sweden Centre-left leads by a single
seat with the count nearly
done

5 JCHR calls for a new AI
Bill as Trump rejects an
AI brake

UK/World Cross-party push for
statutory oversight; US
prioritising the China race

6 Saudi shuts key
East–West oil pipeline
after Iraqi drone attack

Middle East Direct hit on crude
infrastructure as Houthi
fighting escalates

7 Indonesian ferry
capsizes in the Java Sea

Asia Six dead, ~130 missing;
two more ferry disasters in
the same week

8 Register of British Slave
Traders published

UK Names up to 10,500
investors and traces links to
institutions still operating

9 Wales: six months
without bin collections,
constituency names in
flux

Wales Council tax refund call;
Senedd boundary naming
reopened

? Quick Summary



# Story Where Why it matters

10 Polling: Labour 26.0% /
Reform 23.1%

UK Burnham's Labour leads,
but both main parties trail
their 2024 shares
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