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? Top Stories

e Met Police open criminal investigation into Reform UK donations — dominates
Thursday's front pages — The Met's Special Enquiry Team is investigating potential
offences under the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000, folded into an
existing inquiry into other donations. It follows a Channel 4 News / Verbatim Investigations
undercover film in which two senior Reform aides appeared to suggest a route around
electoral law to secure a foreign donation of up to £500,000. Chief of staff Dan Jukes and
head of policy James Orr both lost their jobs. The Electoral Commission says it is
"considering all relevant information and regulatory steps" in parallel. Reform "denies any
wrongdoing and will fully cooperate"; the party calls claims Farage will be interviewed
"pure speculation". The Met is also examining payments from a company controlled by
deputy leader Richard Tice which received £1m in June 2024. Papers: Times "Farage faces
Met inquiry over Reform donations"; Guardian "Police launch inquiry into alleged overseas
donations"; i "Police set to interview Farage"; Mirror "Farage faces cop quiz on donors".
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp3k72kly3vo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1e5j15en9wo

e Air traffic control failure "was avoidable", Transport Secretary tells Commons —
Heidi Alexander has ordered an independent investigation by the aviation watchdog into
Nats, whose systems went down for four hours on Tuesday. More than 2,000 flights have
now been cancelled and disruption ran into a second day, hitting around 330,000
passengers. A cyberattack has been ruled out. Nats has apologised for its third major
technical fault in three years; the CAA says passengers are unlikely to be entitled to
compensation. Airlines including Wizz Air and Ryanair have called for Nats chief Martin
Rolfe (11 years in post, 49% state-owned operator) to step down — Metro's front page
asks "Ready for departure?". Nats must report back within a week.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y42v5n05do



e England’'s mayors to get power to introduce a tourist tax — details expected today
after Housing Secretary Angela Rayner meets mayors. The "Overnight Visitor Levy"
(outlined in the King's Speech in May) will be charged as a percentage of accommodation
cost rather than a flat fee, with no theoretical upper limit — ministers believe mayors will
not push it too high. Sadiq Khan backs a levy that analysis suggests could raise £350m+ a
year for London. UK Hospitality warns of higher holiday costs and a hit to competitiveness.
The Telegraph leads on "Labour's new tax assault on hospitality"”, quoting a source
predicting a "jobs bloodbath". https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3wjnv3z8nxo

e Trump pledges $5,000 to every adult American if Republicans win November
midterms — announced in a lengthy convention speech in Dallas. He also said the Iran
war "won't end until after" the November elections. Separate reporting: public records
show Trump gave $45,000 cash gifts to aide Natalie Harp and two others. Democrat John
Fetterman made a surprise appearance at the Republican convention.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c62kzrljg0jo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5ydld0gykpo

?7? UK Politics

e Burnham vs Badenoch at PMQs: "national security can't come at the expense of
social security" — the PM said the government's commitment to defence is "absolute"
and will set a target date for 3% of GDP by 2030 in the spring spending review (Nato 3.5%
by 2035 reaffirmed). He rejected a Conservative plan to part-fund defence by taking £4bn
from housing benefit, warning of "hundreds of thousands of children in temporary
accommodation". The Tories branded Labour the "Welfare Party"; Badenoch says
Burnham "said the quiet part out loud". He appointed John Healey — who resigned as
Starmer's defence secretary over the 3% row — to the defence brief.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5yw3223w1lvo

e Unions tell Burnham: tax banks to cut some households' energy bills.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c7v41q969llo

e Miliband rejects chief rabbi's claim British Jews are in greater danger after West
Bank sanctions move — as senior UK rabbis come out in support of the sanctions
(Guardian). https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce9e3djdz940

e Camden leader to stand for Keir Starmer's old seat.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c14dg1703xmo

e PM would consider an independence referendum if a "clear consensus"
emerges. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cO9w4yqv4d7xo

e Phillipson sets up a “class unit" as social mobility advisers are ditched.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3v437gvi2no

e Reform UK would ban full-face coverings in public.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8d36dmmzzlo

e Some veterans to be called up to test the UK's war resilience.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crrdgr2wg8do



e Thousands of teenagers are missing education "under the radar" of official stats

, @ new report warns. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwyzng259elo

Faisal Islam: Chancellor's attempts to boost the "vibes" may limit room for tax
rises. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c39mz7xlvjzo

Reform conference fallout continues — insiders call for a shift in approach; Farage's
family reportedly want him to "pack it in and walk away"; Farage insists he has "broken no
rules". https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cje87w9j3420

Stormont returns after the summer recess — what's on the agenda in Northern
Ireland. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cddve403myeo

Migration tracker updated — net migration, visas, asylum and small boats.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c70989jrdweo

Health & Public Services

"My cancer spread while | waited months for surgery": the cost of England's
cancer wait times. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c93vderdkyvo

Migraines and ache among five more conditions pharmacists can treat under
expanded powers in England. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce8e7431nmno
UK needs new laws for Al in healthcare, says watchdog.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3wjn3pl63xo

Chaplain settles LGBT sermon unfair dismissal case (Rev Bernard Randall,
Derbyshire). https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8e3deyrjkno

RNLI volunteer targeted online and branded a "traitor" after the Portsmouth
protests. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cly47p5vk630

Funeral for second officer killed in the A66 crash to be held, and death of Sir
Richard Branson's wife Lady Joan linked to a lack of medication.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cnvl72e57yeo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y7k9n7exyo

Royal

King Charles has spoken with Harry since his return, says the Express —
contradicting reports of no contact; the pair have not, however, reunited in person. Other
papers and Guardian columnists are less kind on the Sussexes' public letter.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cle5j15en9wo

Prince William, Harry Kane and Alan Shearer front a campaign to use sport to
prevent suicide. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cm2r1x35rgro

Uganda is pulling out of Prince Harry's Invictus Games, says the country's military
chief. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3d7pzyjzllo

European royalty pay respects to King Harald V in Norway.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd94jgy7e940



? World & International

e Oil hits $100 a barrel for the first time since July after US and Houthi strikes.
Centcom says it destroyed five Iranian tankers — Kaviz, Charminar, Horizon 1 and Riesco
in the Gulf of Oman, plus Derya near Kharg Island. The IRGC claims it hit eight tankers and
two warships and launched missiles at US facilities at Muwaffaq Salti Air Base in Jordan;
Jordan says it intercepted 20 missiles. The IRGC also plans a new "prohibited zone" for
shipping extending beyond the Strait of Hormuz into the Arabian Sea. The Strait was
effectively closed earlier in the conflict — 20% of world oil and LNG normally passes
through it. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyvznqypz0yo

o Philippines ferry fire: five dead and 86 missing — the MV June Aster, carrying 117
passengers and 17 crew from Manila to Coron, caught fire at 18:45 local time on
Wednesday; the blaze was still burning on Thursday. Preliminary interviews suggest it
started in the cargo hold; some passengers were not wearing life vests. Survivor Roland
Lerma told the BBC he spent two hours in the sea.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy4zd4dn9n9o

e Anthropic held back its frontier Al model from British checks — the FT reports the
company omitted the UK's Al Security Institute from testing of Claude Mythos 5.1, giving
access to vetted US bodies only, prompting alarm in Whitehall over US Al protectionism.
The Daily Star leads on ex-Anthropic researcher Jacob Coxon, who quit warning the tech
could kill all humans by 2030 ("Hasta la vista"). Lawmakers have also blasted Al
companies after the extinction warning.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cle5j15en9wo

e Germany: Merz attacks the AfD in a stormy debate after the far-right party's
election win in Saxony-Anhalt. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c98679wr78do

e Spanish intelligence warned of Ceuta mass-crossing plans before the surge.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ced7vj2gv820

e Google picks Finland for its largest single investment in Europe.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8réy4me2g60

e North Korea has built a two-storey uranium enrichment facility, says a watchdog.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy0zgk2w92lo

e Russia is outpacing Ukraine's air defences with daily use of new jet-powered
drones. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c804d9lyj2jo

e US to ban imports of some Canadian alcohol, dairy goods and motorbikes.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c99dm1000p70

e 9/11, 25 years on: "constantly on my mind" — agony endures for the bereaved.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyrjwlyj750

o West Bank sanctions fallout continues — British-Israeli relations at their lowest ebb in
decades; a muted US response may reflect simmering frustration.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5ydlex9yn30
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cevw2Ixnwk9o



77?77?77 Wales

e Welsh First Minister backs UK action on West Bank settlements (22:10 BST, 9
Sep). https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp8497d2d3mo

e Wales risks "raising one of the unhealthiest generations of children in decades",
doctors warn — the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health in Wales analysed 12
indicators. 27.3% of four- and five-year-olds are overweight or obese — the highest rate
ever recorded in Wales and the highest of all four UK nations. More than a quarter (27%)
of five- and six-year-olds had obvious tooth decay in 2024-25, nearly double in the most
deprived areas. Vaccination coverage has fallen below recommended levels, with very few
routine childhood vaccines now meeting the 95% uptake target.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gvi8w22250

e BBC Wales faces "managed decline"” without more cash, MPs told.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpqOvxprdpvo

o Wales falls further behind the rest of the UK in international school tests (Pisa-
style results). https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y52yqOnypo

e Parents, teachers and pupils have their say on restricting phones in schools.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cle5jp19x2e0

e Councils ask not to be left out of new powers for Wales.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c87veOyvw0yo

e Reform accused of trying to start a race row over a Pakistan flag.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2zl4zx30po

e Disgraced ex-Reform Wales leader who took pro-Russian bribes must pay £22k.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cle5gpe26290

o Plaid may not finish its term, Reform's Welsh leader claims.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cqxv49gw9990

o Transgender surgery halted over concerns patients were not properly assessed.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce8x2jglljpo

e Growth deal to create 4,000 jobs in north Wales by 2036, councillors told.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cOgxlw82n070

e A home with hundreds of thousands of cockroaches is "like a horror movie", says
a pest controller. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ceq8yllljjno

? Business, Tech & Media

e Google chooses Finland for its largest European investment (data centre
expansion). https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c8rey4me2g60

e Anthropic / Aisi row — see World; the FT says vetted US bodies got access to Claude
Mythos 5.1 while Britain's Al Security Institute was excluded.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cle5j15en9wo

e Air traffic chaos costs mount — 2,000+ cancellations, no automatic compensation for
passengers. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y42v5n05do



e Death of Lady Joan Branson linked to a lack of medication, an inquest-style finding
reports. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y7k9n7exyo

e Are wealthy buyers stoking St Andrews' housing crisis?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gklgwvOgno

? Culture & Entertainment

e Alan Carr holds back tears on a special night at the National Television Awards.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyl6866jljo

e BBC drops Drag Race UK after eight series.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cq63816e60Io

e "Tommy Robinson: Where's the Money Gone?" — Guardian review calls the Channel
4 film a run of "endless shocking allegations”. https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-
radio/2026/sep/09/tommy-robinson-wheres-the-money-gone-review

e "Britain's Forgotten Girls" — Guardian review of the BBC documentary on grooming
gangs. https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2026/sep/09/britains-forgotten-girls-
review-bbc-grooming-gangs-documentary

?7? Climate & Weather

e August was the joint hottest month on record, says the European climate agency
(Copernicus). https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c93vdeOn2l40

e Thailand: inside the country's school shooter drills after recent attacks.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/c071pp4e9930

? Feel-Good Roundup

e "He's massive!" Meet Hugo, the world's tallest horse.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyléekpw2ko

o Eight-year-old boy runs 32 miles and scales 15 summits in a single day (Wales).
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg03g10n7go

e Welsh club wins best rugby kitchen prize — and a year's supply of chips.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckgwljvlipz9o

¢ "l should be dead or in prison — now I'm reunited with the teacher who changed
my life." https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg8575ex570

e "Chemo hair loss doesn't define me — it's a symbol that I'm strong."
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c24jpevmgdzo



e Wigan prepares to say goodbye to rugby league legend Sir Billy Boston.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgyvjOlle3o
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