
Matt Goodwin (born December 1981) is a British right-wing political commentator, former
academic, and Reform UK candidate whose trajectory from respected academic analyst of far-right
politics to active participant in right-wing populism represents one of the most striking examples of
the intellectual-to-activist pipeline in British politics. After a conventional academic career studying
right-wing extremism — co-authoring the long-listed-for-Orwell-Prize Revolt on the Right (2014)
with Robert Ford — Goodwin transitioned into full-time political advocacy, leaving his professorship
at the University of Kent in July 2024 and becoming a GB News presenter. His self-published 2025
book Suicide of a Nation was panned by critics and accused of using AI-generated content including
fabricated quotes, earning him the nickname "MattGPT." In 2026, he stood as Reform UK's
candidate for the Gorton and Denton by-election, finishing second with 28.7%, endorsed by Tommy
Robinson (which Reform rejected). His commentary has become increasingly ethno-nationalist: he
called immigration an "invasion," described a "dangerous Muslim sectarianism" emerging in Britain,
and argued the UK has "only one general election left to save Britain." Former co-author Robert
Ford cut ties with him after years of trying to "reason with him." Goodwin validates far-right cultural
grievance narratives through the lens of academic credibility — providing intellectual cover for
positions he once studied and criticised.
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Semantic Summary

Overview



Full Name: Matthew Goodwin Born: December 1981 (age 44), St Albans, Hertfordshire
Education: University of Salford (BA), University of Western Ontario (MA), University of Bath (PhD
under Roger Eatwell) Current Role: GB News presenter (State of the Nation, Wed–Fri), Reform UK
figure Former Role: Professor of Politics, University of Kent (2015–2024); Visiting Fellow, Mathias
Corvinus Collegium (Orbán-funded) Party: Reform UK (honorary president of Students Reform)
Key Works: National Populism (2018), Values, Voice and Virtue (2023), Suicide of a Nation (2025)
Key Identity: Academic-turned-activist providing intellectual legitimacy for far-right cultural
grievance politics

Matt Goodwin moved from being an academic who studied right-wing populism to being a right-
wing populist — appearing on GB News, running for Reform UK, writing ethno-nationalist polemics,
and providing the appearance of scholarly rigour to anti-immigration narratives.

Goodwin was born in St Albans to what he describes as a "working-class family," though The Times
reported that former colleagues are "somewhat sceptical of this narrative," noting his father was a
senior NHS executive and Chief Executive of the Greater Manchester Strategic Health Authority. His
parents split when he was five.

He obtained his BA from the University of Salford (through clearing), an MA from the University of
Western Ontario, and a PhD under Roger Eatwell at the University of Bath (2007) — Eatwell would
later become his co-author on National Populism.

2008–2010: Research fellow at the Institute for Political and Economic Governance,
University of Manchester
2010–2015: Associate Professor of Politics, University of Nottingham
2014: Co-authored Revolt on the Right with Robert Ford — long-listed for the Orwell Prize
2015–2024: Professor of Politics, University of Kent
2017: Predicted Labour would not reach 38% in the general election (they won 40%); ate
a page of his book live on Sky News
2018: Published National Populism: The Revolt Against Liberal Democracy (with Roger
Eatwell)
2021: Appointed founding director of the Centre for UK Prosperity at the Legatum
Institute
2023: Named by New Statesman as 43rd most powerful right-wing British political figure

Background

Timeline of Key Events

Academic Career (2008–2024)



2023: Spoke at the National Conservatism Conference; described Conservatives as in a
"prolonged death spiral"
July 2024: Took voluntary severance and left the University of Kent

August 2024: During the UK riots following the Southport stabbing, posted on X that
there had been a "concerted & most likely coordinated effort by the elite class to inflate
'far right' to stigmatise & silence millions of ordinary people." Praised Orbán's Hungary as
having "no crime, no riots, no unrest." Former co-author Robert Ford publicly cut ties,
saying "I tried for several years to reason with him on this but to no avail"
2024: Joined GB News as a presenter
2025: Joined Jacob Rees-Mogg as presenter of GB News's State of the Nation (Wed–Fri)
2025: Published self-published Suicide of a Nation: Immigration, Islam, Identity, which
critics found contained fabricated quotes from Cicero, Hayek, Scruton, and others —
speculated to have been generated by ChatGPT. Investigators found ChatGPT source
information in two of the book's twelve footnotes. Goodwin admitted using AI for data
sets. GB News colleagues subsequently ridiculed him, including him in a "Triggered
Tantrums" segment
December 2025: Inaugural guest on Liz Truss's YouTube series, The Liz Truss Show
February 2026: The Times reported Goodwin left the Legatum Institute after the report
he was hired to work on was exposed as "very poor quality." Legatum confirmed the
project was abandoned due to a "wholesale re-evaluation of methodology"

January 2026: Announced as Reform UK candidate for the Gorton and Denton by-
election
February 2026: Endorsed by Tommy Robinson. Reform spokesperson stated Robinson
"isn't welcome in the party"
March 2026: Finished second to Green Party candidate Hannah Spencer (40.6% to
28.7%). Labour finished third. Goodwin posted on X: "We are losing our country. A
dangerous Muslim sectarianism has emerged. We have only one general election left to
save Britain. Vote Reform every chance you get."

Ethno-Nationalism: Describes immigration to the UK as an "invasion"; after the 2025
Cambridgeshire train stabbing (perpetrator born in the UK), he said "It takes more than a
piece of paper to make somebody 'British'" — drawing comparison with the 7/7 bombers
Anti-Wokeism: Describes "wokeism" as "a pseudo-religion"; advised the Conservative
Party to raise "the salience of cultural issues"

The Pivot (2024–2025)

Reform UK Candidate (2026)

Ideology & Positions



Orbán Admiration: Praised Orbán's Hungary and serves as a visiting fellow at the
Orbán-funded Mathias Corvinus Collegium (reported pay: €5,000–€10,000 per month,
which Reform denies)
National Conservatism: Key speaker at the 2023 National Conservatism Conference;
advocates "left on economics and right on culture"
Anti-Immigration: Supported the Rwanda asylum plan; the Liberal Democrats accused
him of "racist rhetoric" after the Cambridgeshire stabbing comments
Anti-Elite: Critical of "liberal left" elites, "radical progressives' shift from liberalism to
authoritarianism"

Issue Detail

AI-generated book Suicide of a Nation (2025) contained fabricated quotes
attributed to Cicero, Hayek, Scruton, Livy, and others —
ChatGPT source URLs found in footnotes. Nicknamed
"MattGPT"

Legatum report failure Hired by Legatum Institute to produce a report; project
abandoned after methodology was found to be "very poor
quality"

Former co-author disavowal Robert Ford publicly cut ties: "I tried for several years to
reason with him on this but to no avail"

"Invasion" rhetoric Described immigration as an "invasion"; said after a UK-
born suspect committed a crime that "it takes more than a
piece of paper to make somebody British"

Tommy Robinson endorsement Received and was forced to distance himself from
Robinson's endorsement during his by-election campaign

Figure / Entity Connection

Roger Eatwell PhD supervisor and co-author of National Populism

Robert Ford Former co-author (Revolt on the Right, 2014); publicly cut
ties in 2024

Nigel Farage / Reform UK Candidate in 2026 Gorton and Denton by-election;
honorary president of Students Reform

Tommy Robinson Endorsed Goodwin's candidacy (rejected by Reform)

GB News Co-presenter of State of the Nation with Jacob Rees-Mogg

Controversies

Affiliations



Figure / Entity Connection

Liz Truss Inaugural guest on Truss's YouTube series

Viktor Orbán Visiting fellow at Orbán-funded Mathias Corvinus Collegium

Legatum Institute Former director of Centre for UK Prosperity (2021–2023);
project abandoned

Kemi Badenoch Supported her 2022 Conservative leadership bid as an
"anti-woke campaigner"

Tim Montgomerie Reform UK colleague who called for Goodwin to be
investigated over AI book

GB News: Co-presenter, State of the Nation (Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays)
X/Twitter: @GoodwinMJ — highly active, used for political commentary and provocation
Website: mattgoodwin.org
Substack: Active newsletter
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1. Wikipedia — Matt Goodwin
2. The Times — "Who is Matt Goodwin?" profile (February 2026)
3. [James Ball — investigation into Goodwin's AI-generated book]
4. [ITV News — Joel Hills questioning Goodwin's academic position during the 2024 riots]
5. [CNN — National Conservatism Conference coverage (2023)]
6. [The Atlantic — Helen Lewis, "The National Conservatives" (2023)]
7. [Direkt36 — Hungarian investigative outlet on MCC funding]
8. right-wing-tier-list.md  — Tier 1 classification
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