
British politician and barrister (KC); MP for Fareham and Waterlooville since 2015, twice Home
Secretary and former Attorney General, who defected from the Conservatives to Reform UK in
January 2026 — arguably the most senior establishment figure to join the party, now its
Spokesperson for Education, Skills and Equality. As Home Secretary she pursued the most
aggressive anti-immigration agenda in modern British history ("Stop the Boats", the Rwanda
deportation scheme), described Channel crossings as an "invasion" and warned of a "hurricane" of
mass migration — rhetoric that has directly influenced and legitimised far-right framing. A former
ERG chair, National Conservatism conference speaker and regular GB News presence, she
advocates ECHR withdrawal and holds gender-critical, net-zero-sceptical and strongly pro-Israel
positions. Her trajectory — from 2016 Remainer to Reform UK's most high-profile MP — signalled
Reform's shift from protest party to serious electoral vehicle.

Type: Person / Politician / Barrister
Status: Active
Party: Reform UK (since Jan 2026), formerly Conservative (2002–2026)
Role: MP for Fareham and Waterlooville (formerly Fareham) since 2015; Reform UK
Spokesperson for Education, Skills and Equality (since Feb 2026)
Background: Former Home Secretary, former Attorney General
Qualifications: Barrister (KC), Cambridge Law graduate (BA), Panthéon-Sorbonne (LLM)

Suella Braverman is arguably the most senior establishment figure to defect to Reform UK. As a
former Home Secretary — twice — and Attorney General, she brings Cabinet-level experience and
institutional credibility that no other Reform UK figure possesses. Her defection in January 2026
was a watershed moment, signalling that Reform UK is no longer a protest party but a serious
electoral vehicle for disillusioned Conservatives.
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Braverman's significance in the right-wing ecosystem goes beyond her party role. As Home
Secretary, she pursued the most aggressive anti-immigration agenda in modern British history
("Stop the Boats"), described migration as an "invasion", and pushed the Rwanda deportation
scheme. Her rhetoric — warning of a "hurricane" of mass migration, characterising asylum seekers
as an "invasion" — has directly influenced and legitimised far-right framing. Her speeches at the
National Conservatism conference place her within the broader transatlantic right-wing intellectual
movement.

Her defection to Reform UK completes a remarkable journey from Remainer (she campaigned for
Remain in 2016) to the hard-Brexit ERG chair, to the most right-wing Home Secretary in decades,
to Reform UK's most high-profile MP.

Date From Amount Type Confidence Source

Ongoing Parliamentary
salary

£91,346/yr MP salary CONFIRMED Official

2021-2022 Attorney General
salary

~£180,000/yr Ministerial salary CONFIRMED Official

2022-2023 Home Secretary
salary

~£158,000/yr Ministerial salary CONFIRMED Official

Various Legal career
(barrister)

Unknown Private practice REPORTED Public knowledge

Person/Org Relationship Evidence

Nigel Farage Party leader; Braverman now a
Reform UK spokesperson

Wikipedia

Rishi Sunak Former PM who appointed and later
sacked her

Wikipedia

Liz Truss Former PM who appointed her Home
Secretary

Wikipedia

European Research Group (ERG) Former Chair (2017-2018) Wikipedia

National Conservatism (NatCon) Speaker at conference Media

GB News Regular appearances Public knowledge

Money IN (Funding Received)

Known Associations



Immigration: Called for total net migration to zero; described Channel crossings as an
"invasion"
Rwanda deportation scheme: Strong advocate; resigned as Home Secretary in part over
disagreements on immigration policy
ECHR: Advocate for UK withdrawal from European Convention on Human Rights
Climate: Sceptical of net-zero policies
Culture war: Strongly aligned with gender-critical positions; spoke at anti-trans events
Israel-Palestine: Strongly pro-Israel; described pro-Palestinian protests as "hate marches"

Born 3 April 1980 in Harrow, London, to Mauritian and Kenyan-Indian parents
Named after Sue Ellen Ewing from Dallas
First ethnic-minority woman to serve as Home Secretary
Defected to Reform UK in January 2026 — one of the highest-profile defections in British
politics
Served as Home Secretary for two non-consecutive terms (briefly under Truss, longer
under Sunak)
Resigned briefly in Oct 2022 over a ministerial code breach (sent official document from
personal email)
Dismissed by Sunak in Nov 2023 cabinet reshuffle
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