
Type: Person / Donor / Media proprietor
Status: Active (but less politically active post-2020)
Background: Former owner of Express Newspapers (Daily Express, Sunday Express,
Daily Star)
Companies: Northern & Shell Media Group (former), various property/media investments
Political role: Former major donor to UKIP, early Brexit Party supporter

Richard Desmond was a significant donor to UKIP during the Farage era and represents the tabloid
media → populist politics pipeline. His Express newspapers amplified anti-immigration,
Eurosceptic narratives that aligned with UKIP's platform.

Desmond is historically important for understanding:

1. How media proprietors funded populist right parties
2. The UKIP-to-Reform donor pipeline
3. Tabloid media's role in normalizing far-right adjacent narratives

His political donations appear to have decreased post-2020, but his historical role is significant.

Date From Amount Type Confidence Source

Pre-2018 Express
Newspapers

Profits Media business CONFIRMED Public knowledge

Ongoing Property
investments

Unknown Real estate CONFIRMED Public knowledge

Entity: Richard Desmond

Entity: Richard Desmond

Basic Information

Role in Ecosystem

Money IN (Funding Received)



Date From Amount Type Confidence Source

Ongoing Various
investments

Unknown Business income CONFIRMED Public knowledge

Narrative: Desmond made his wealth from tabloid newspapers (Express, Star) and has diversified
into property and other investments. He sold Express Newspapers in 2018 to Reach plc.

Date To Amount Type Confidence Source

2015-04 UKIP £1,000,000 Political donation CONFIRMED BBC, Guardian,
Sky News

2015 UKIP £300,000 Additional
donation

CONFIRMED Express.co.uk

Various Labour Party
(historical)

Unknown Political donation REPORTED Financial Times

Various Brexit campaigns Unknown Possible
donations

SPECULATIVE Pattern-based
inference

Narrative: Desmond's most significant documented political donation was £1m to UKIP in April
2015, making him the party's most high-profile donor at the time. He publicly endorsed UKIP and
Farage.

Political chameleon: Financial Times (June 2015) described Desmond as a "political chameleon"
who had previously donated to Labour before backing UKIP.

Company Name Number Role Status Notes

Northern & Shell
Media Group

Unknown Former owner Sold 2018 Express Newspapers

Various property
companies

Unknown Owner/investor Active Real estate
investments

Action needed: Companies House search for current business interests

Money OUT (Funding Given)

Companies / Entities Controlled

Known Associations



Person/Org Relationship Evidence

UKIP Major donor (£1m in 2015) Electoral Commission, media

Nigel Farage Political ally (UKIP era) Public statements

Express Newspapers Former owner Public knowledge

Daily Express: Amplified anti-immigration, Eurosceptic narratives
Sunday Express: Similar editorial line
Daily Star: Tabloid, less political but populist

Role: Express newspapers provided mainstream platform for UKIP-friendly narratives, normalizing
populist right viewpoints.

Coverage patterns:

Anti-EU headlines during referendum period
Anti-immigration stories
Pro-UKIP coverage during elections

Media ownership and political donations:

Did Express coverage favor UKIP while Desmond was owner and donor?
Ofcom rules on media impartiality during elections
Potential conflicts of interest between media ownership and political donations

Date Outlet Headline Key Claims URL

2015-04-16 BBC News "Express owner
Richard Desmond
gives UKIP £1m"

£1m donation to UKIP https://www.bbc.co.u
k/news/election-
2015-32340976

Media Influence

Express Newspapers (pre-2018)

Legal / Regulatory Questions

Media Coverage



Date Outlet Headline Key Claims URL

2015-04-16 The Guardian "Daily Express owner
Richard Desmond
hands Ukip £1m"

Most high-profile
UKIP donor

https://www.theguard
ian.com/politics/2015
/apr/16/daily-express-
owner-richard-
desmond-ukip-
donation

2015-04-17 Express.co.uk "Express Newspapers
Chairman Richard
Desmond gives
£1.3m to Ukip"

Total £1.3m donation https://www.express.
co.uk/news/politics/5
70952/Express-
Newspapers-
Chairman-Richard-
Desmond-gives-1-
3m-to-Ukip

2015-04-16 Sky News "Express Owner
Desmond Gives £1m
To UKIP"

UKIP "not run by
elitists"

https://news.sky.com/
story/express-owner-
desmond-gives-1m-
to-ukip-10363298

2015-06-12 Financial Times "Ukip donor Richard
Desmond unsure
over EU exit"

"Political chameleon",
former Labour donor

https://www.ft.com/c
ontent/c6f69b1a-
10ef-11e5-8413-
00144feabdc0

Key questions:

Post-2020 activity: Has Desmond continued donating to Reform UK or other right-wing
parties?
Brexit campaigns: Did he donate to Leave.EU, Vote Leave, or other Brexit campaigns?
Current business: What are his current business interests post-Express sale?
Media influence: Did Express coverage explicitly favor UKIP during his ownership?
Other donations: Any donations to Conservative Party, Brexit Party, or think tanks?

Leads to follow:

Electoral Commission full search: "Richard Desmond", "Northern & Shell"
Companies House: current business interests
Ofcom complaints during 2015 election (Express/UKIP bias)
Check if Desmond appears in more recent donation records
Investigate Express editorial patterns during Desmond ownership

Red flags:

Media proprietor donating to party his newspapers favor
Potential Ofcom violations (impartiality rules)

Research Notes



"Political chameleon" — switched from Labour to UKIP donations
Historical role in normalizing populist right through tabloid media

Significance: Desmond represents the tabloid media → populist politics pipeline:

1. Media proprietor funding party his newspapers support
2. Tabloid narratives amplifying populist right viewpoints
3. UKIP-era donor network (pre-Reform UK)
4. Historical example of media ownership influencing politics
5. Potential regulatory violations (impartiality rules)

Historical context: Desmond's £1m UKIP donation in 2015 was significant at the time but has
been dwarfed by recent donations (Harborne's £12m to Reform UK). However, his role in the UKIP-
to-Reform pipeline and media influence patterns remains important.

Date: 2026-06-14
Researcher: Initial data collection session
Next actions:

Electoral Commission full donation history (2015-2026)
Companies House current business interests
Post-2020 donation activity
Express editorial analysis during Desmond ownership
Ofcom complaints history
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