
British Conservative politician — MP for Witham since 2010, Shadow Foreign Secretary under Kemi
Badenoch since November 2024, and Home Secretary under Boris Johnson (2019–2022). One of the
most prominent right-wing voices in the Conservative Party, she pursued hardline immigration
policies as Home Secretary — the points-based system, the Rwanda deportation scheme and the
Nationality and Borders Act — that mainstreamed and legitimised far-right framing of migration as
an existential threat. A vocal Brexit advocate strongly aligned with the European Research Group
and a regular GB News guest, she bridges mainstream conservatism and the harder edges of the
anti-immigration movement. Notable incidents include her 2017 resignation as International
Development Secretary over undisclosed meetings with Israeli officials and bullying accusations
settled via employment tribunal. Connections include Johnson, Badenoch and her successor Suella
Braverman.

Type: Person / Politician
Status: Active
Party: Conservative
Role: MP for Witham since 2010; Shadow Foreign Secretary (since Nov 2024); former
Home Secretary (2019–2022)
Background: Former Home Secretary, International Development Secretary, and
referendums minister
Platforms: X/Twitter, GB News (regular appearances)
Full name: Dame Priti Patel DBE MP

Priti Patel is one of the most prominent right-wing voices in the Conservative Party, serving as
Home Secretary under Boris Johnson from 2019 to 2022. In that role, she pursued hardline
immigration policies — the "points-based system", the Rwanda deportation scheme, and the
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Nationality and Borders Act — that directly influenced and legitimised far-right framing of migration
as an existential threat.

Her significance in the right-wing ecosystem lies in her institutional position: as a senior Cabinet
member, she mainstreamed anti-immigration rhetoric that would otherwise be confined to the far-
right fringe. She has strong links to GB News (regular appearances), the European Research Group,
and has been a vocal advocate for Brexit and immigration restriction.

Currently serving as Shadow Foreign Secretary under Kemi Badenoch, Patel remains a key
establishment right-winger who bridges mainstream conservatism and the harder edges of the
anti-immigration movement.
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Ongoing Parliamentary
salary

£91,346/yr MP salary CONFIRMED Official

Ongoing Shadow
ministerial salary

Additional Shadow Cabinet
role

CONFIRMED Official

2022 DBE (Dame
Commander)

Honorary Honour CONFIRMED Public

Person/Org Relationship Evidence

Kemi Badenoch Party leader; Patel is Shadow Foreign
Secretary

Wikipedia

Boris Johnson Former PM; Patel served as Home
Secretary

Wikipedia

Suella Braverman Succeeded Patel as Home Secretary;
also now Reform UK

Wikipedia

European Research Group (ERG) Strong alignment with ERG positions Media

GB News Regular guest and contributor Public knowledge

Sajid Javid Preceded her as Home Secretary Wikipedia
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2017: Resigned as International Development Secretary over undisclosed meetings with
Israeli officials
2020–2022: As Home Secretary, pursued Rwanda deportation scheme and "Stop the
Boats" policy
2021: Characterised Channel crossings as an "unfair" and "uncontrolled" migration crisis
Defended "hostile environment" immigration policy inherited from Theresa May
Accused of bullying civil servants (settled via employment tribunal)

Born 29 March 1972 in London (of Gujarati Indian descent)
Former PR consultant and corporate lobbyist (diageo, Weber Shandwick)
Served as International Development Secretary (2016–2017), resigned over Israel
meetings
Served as Home Secretary (2019–2022) — longest consecutive-serving Home Secretary
since John Reid
Appointed Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire (DBE) in 2022
Remains in the Conservative Party (unlike Braverman who defected to Reform UK)
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