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Semantic Summary

British conservative traditionalist journalist and author, long-serving Mail on Sunday columnist and
one of the most distinctive voices in the right-wing commentariat. Brother of the late Christopher
Hitchens (his political opposite) and himself a former Trotskyist who moved rightwards, he
represents an older conservatism distinct from both the populist right (Farage, Anderson) and the
culture-war right of GB News: anti-war, anti-drugs, Eurosceptic, socially conservative, and a
defender of classical Christian morality. His opposition to the Iraq War and the COVID-19
lockdowns, and his criticism of the erosion of civil liberties, made him an unlikely icon for parts of
the anti-establishment right. Not a far-right figure, but his defence of traditional values, criticism of
immigration, and hostility to the European mainstream make him a significant intellectual voice in
the broader right-wing ecosystem. Author of "The Abolition of Britain" among other books.

Basic Information

Type: Person / Journalist / Author

Status: Active

Role: Columnist for the Mail on Sunday; author of multiple books

Background: Former foreign correspondent (Daily Express, The Spectator, The Mail on
Sunday)

Platforms: Mail on Sunday, blog ("Hitchens Blog"), X/Twitter

Born: 28 October 1951, Sliema, Malta

Education: University of York (BA)

Role in Ecosystem

Peter Hitchens is one of the most distinctive voices in the British right-wing commentariat. The
brother of the late Christopher Hitchens, he has carved out a unique position as a conservative
traditionalist — anti-war, anti-drugs, anti-EU, socially conservative, and a defender of classical

Christian morality.



His significance in the ecosystem is as an intellectual heavyweight of the traditionalist right. Unlike
the populist right (Farage, Anderson) or the culture-war right (GB News presenters), Hitchens
represents an older conservatism: sceptical of foreign intervention, hostile to the "permissive
society", and deeply critical of both Labour and the modern Conservative Party. His criticisms of
the Iraq War, the COVID-19 lockdowns, and the erosion of civil liberties have made him an unlikely
icon for parts of the anti-establishment right.

While not a far-right figure, his consistent defence of traditional values, criticism of immigration,

and hostility to the European mainstream make him a significant voice in the broader right-wing
ecosystem.

Known Assoclations

Person/Org Relationship Evidence
Mail on Sunday Columnist Wikipedia
Christopher Hitchens Brother (deceased); politically Wikipedia
opposite

Key Positions

Iraq War: Strongly opposed; called it a disaster

Drugs: Staunchly anti-legalisation

EU: Long-term Eurosceptic

COVID-19: Critical of lockdowns and restrictions

Lucy Letby: Publicly questioned the safety of her conviction

English independence: Supports an English Parliament

Marriage: Defends traditional marriage; opposed same-sex marriage

Notes

e Born 28 October 1951 in Malta; brother of Christopher Hitchens

e Former Trotskyist (International Socialists, 1969-1975); later moved rightwards

e Joined the Conservative Party (1997-2003); left over Iraq and social issues

e Author of "The Abolition of Britain", "The Rage Against God", "The War We Never Fought"

e One of the few journalists who opposed both the Iraqg War and the COVID-19 lockdowns
from a conservative perspective

e Regularly appears on BBC Question Time, Any Questions, and other debate programmes



Tags

e anti-immigration
e anti-lockdown

e author

e brexit
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e conservative
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e person
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