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Basic Information

e Type: Person / Donor / Industrialist

e Status: Active

Title: Lord Bamford (Conservative peer)

Background: Billionaire industrialist, chair of JC Bamford Excavators (JCB)
Companies: JCB group (construction equipment manufacturer)

Offshore structure: |CB group ultimately controlled by four discretionary trusts
based in Bermuda (Reuters, 2015)

Political role: Major Reform UK donor (£200k), former major Conservative donor
(£8.1m+)

Role in Ecosystem

Lord Bamford is a billionaire Tory donor who gave £200,000 to Reform UK. The JCB group — one of
Britain's largest privately-owned manufacturers — is ultimately controlled through four Bermuda-
based discretionary trusts, making this a clear offshore-linked donation.

Bamford is significant because:

1. Major Tory donor (£8.1m between 2007-2017) now funding Reform

2. JCB's Bermuda trust structure = tax haven connection

3. Represents the industrial/manufacturing wealth - Reform pipeline

4. Part of the "Billionaire Tory donors defecting to Reform" pattern

5. JCB is a household name — mainstream British industry funding far-right populism



Money OUT (Funding Given)

Date To Amount Type Confidence Source
2025 Reform UK £200,000 Political donation CONFIRMED Electoral
(via JC Bamford Commission, Left
Excavators Ltd) Foot Forward
2007-2017 Conservative £8,100,000+ Cash and kind CONFIRMED Wikipedia,
Party Reuters
Ongoing Conservative Unknown Ongoing REPORTED Media
Party donations

Narrative: Bamford was one of the Conservative Party's biggest donors for a decade (£8.1m+).
His £200k to Reform represents the Tory donor - Reform pipeline.

Companies / Entities Controlled

Company Name Role Status Notes
JC Bamford Excavators Ltd Chairman Active Major UK manufacturer
(JcB)
JCB group Ultimate controller Active Via four Bermuda trusts
Four Bermuda discretionary = Settlor/beneficiary Active Control the JCB group
trusts

The Bermuda Trust Structure

Reuters investigation (2015): "JCB group, though, is ultimately controlled offshore by four
discretionary trusts based in Bermuda, according to court documents and corporate filings."

Bamford told Reuters he was "a UK taxpayer and paid large amounts of tax." However, the trust
structure means:

e JCB's ultimate ownership is offshore

e Trust assets may be outside UK inheritance tax

e Family wealth protected from public scrutiny

e Donation from JCB company = money ultimately from Bermuda-controlled entity

Known Assoclations



Person/Org Relationship Evidence

Reform UK Donor (£200k) Electoral Commission
Conservative Party Major former donor (£8.1m+) Wikipedia
Nigel Farage Political supporter Media

Research Notes

Key questions:

o Exact trust names: What are the four Bermuda trusts called?

e Trust beneficiaries: Who benefits besides Bamford family?

e Current Tory donations: Is he still giving to Conservatives alongside Reform?
e JCB lobbying: Does JCB have government contracts or regulatory interests?

e Other family donations: Do other Bamford family members donate?

Red flags:

 Billionaire industrialist funding Reform via Bermuda trust structure
e £8.1m to Tories then £200k to Reform = hedging bets

e |CB is major government contractor (defence, infrastructure)

e Offshore control of major UK manufacturer

Significance: Bamford represents:

1. Industrial wealth » Reform (not just finance/crypto)
2. Bermuda trusts controlling major UK business

3. Tory donor hedging — giving to both parties

4. Government contractor funding opposition party

Media Coverage

Date Outlet Headline URL
2025-11 Left Foot Forward "Billionaire Tory donor and https://leftfootforward.org/2
JCB chair Lord Bamford 025/11/billionaire-tory-

gives Reform UK £200,000"  donor-and-jcb-chair-lord-
bamford-gives-reform-uk-

200000/
2015-03-25 Reuters "Special Report - Top UK https://www.reuters.com/ar
industrialist channelled ticle/uk-britain-politics-jcb-
millions through obscure specialreport-

company" idUKKBNOML0Z820150325/
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Various Wikipedia
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