
Veteran right-wing politician, former Conservative MP (1987–2010) and GB News presenter who
bridges the Thatcher-era Conservative Party and the modern Reform UK movement. A former
Minister of State for Prisons and Shadow Home Secretary under John Major — famous for the
phrase "Prison works" — she left the Conservatives in 2019 to join Nigel Farage's Brexit Party,
serving as an MEP for South West England (2019–2020) alongside Annunziata Rees-Mogg. Her
significance in the ecosystem is as a legitimiser: her long establishment pedigree lends Reform UK
and Brexit Party projects a veneer of respectability. A Roman Catholic convert and standard-bearer
for the traditionalist conservative strand, she opposes same-sex marriage, abortion and trans self-
identification, is strongly gender-critical, and campaigns for stricter immigration controls. She
became a GB News presenter in 2022, amplifying socially conservative and Brexit-nationalist
positions.

Type: Person / Politician / TV presenter / Author
Status: Active (retired from electoral politics, active in media)
Party: Reform UK (formerly Brexit Party), formerly Conservative
Role: Former MP (1987–2010), former Brexit Party MEP (2019–2020), GB News presenter
Background: Former Minister of State for Prisons, Shadow Home Secretary
Platforms: GB News (regular presenter), X/Twitter
Full name: Ann Widdecombe DSG

Ann Widdecombe is a veteran right-wing figure who bridges the Thatcher-era Conservative Party
and the modern Reform UK movement. After 23 years as a Conservative MP (including time as
Minister for Prisons and Shadow Home Secretary), she returned to frontline politics with the Brexit
Party in 2019, serving as an MEP and as a prominent media voice for Brexit.

Entity: Ann Widdecombe
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Semantic Summary

Basic Information

Role in Ecosystem



Her significance in the ecosystem is as a legitimiser: her long establishment pedigree (served
under John Major) gives Reform UK and Brexit Party projects a veneer of respectability that they
would otherwise lack. As a GB News presenter, she continues to amplify right-wing cultural
positions — particularly around social conservatism, anti-LGBTQ+ rights, Brexit, and immigration.

Widdecombe represents the traditionalist conservative strand of the right-wing ecosystem: socially
conservative (opposed same-sex marriage, abortion), fiscally conservative, and now a standard-
bearer for Brexit nationalism and Reform UK-aligned media.

Date From Amount Type Confidence Source

2019-2020 Brexit Party /
Reform UK

Unknown MEP salary CONFIRMED Official

Ongoing GB News Unknown Presenter salary REPORTED Media

Ongoing Pensions (former
MP)

~£30,000+/yr MP pension CONFIRMED Official

Ongoing Book royalties Unknown Author income REPORTED Public

Person/Org Relationship Evidence

Nigel Farage Reform UK colleague; both MEPs for
Brexit Party

Wikipedia

John Major Former PM under whom Widdecombe
served as minister

Wikipedia

GB News Presenter and regular commentator Public knowledge

Annunziata Rees-Mogg Fellow former Brexit Party MEP Wikipedia

Social conservatism: Opposed same-sex marriage, abortion, and the Equality Act
Brexit: Strongly pro-Brexit; left Conservatives to join Brexit Party in 2019
Immigration: Calls for stricter controls and reduced net migration
EU: Long-term Eurosceptic
Criminal justice: Tough-on-crime ("Prison works" — her famous phrase)
Trans rights: Strongly gender-critical; opposes trans self-identification

Money IN (Funding Received)

Known Associations

Key Positions



Born 4 October 1947 in Bath
Educated at the University of Birmingham (BA) and Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford (MA)
Entered Parliament in 1987 (MP for Maidstone, later Maidstone and The Weald)
Served as Minister of State for Prisons (1995–1997) under John Major
Coined the phrase "Prison works" at the 1997 Conservative Party conference
Ran for Conservative Party leadership in 2001 (came 4th)
Left the Conservative Party in 2019 to join the Brexit Party
Elected as an MEP for South West England (2019–2020)
Became a GB News presenter in 2022
Appointed Dame of the Order of St Gregory the Great (DSG) by the Pope
Roman Catholic convert; strong religious views inform her political positions

ann-widdecombe
anti-immigration
author
brexit
channel
commentator
conservative
cultural-figure
gb-news
gender-critical
nigel-farage
person
politician
reform-uk
twitter
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