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Christopher Harbourne —
Reform UK's Crypto Donor

Last updated: 23 May 2026 (evening)

Who Is He?

Christopher Harbourne is a British crypto billionaire and former commodities/jet fuel trader
based in Dubai, UAE. He is Reform UK's second largest donor (after Zia Yusuf), having donated
£1.9 million to the party and directly to Nigel Farage personally.

He is: not the same Christopher Harbourne who was jailed in 2024 for stabbing (that's a younger
man, son of a golf tycoon — a different person entirely).

Detail Info
Age ~55 (as of 2025)
Nationality British
Base Dubai, UAE
Tax status Non-domiciled (non-dom)
Wealth source Tether (USDT) / crypto, jet fuel brokerage
Key company Harbourne Associates Ltd
Total donations £30m to UK politics over 6 years (per The Nerve, 23

May 2026) — including £5m to Farage/Reform and £1m to
Boris Johnson

Donations Timeline



Date
2023 (various)
Feb 2025
Oct 2025
2023-2025

Pre-2022

Various

Total

Amount

£75,000

£500,000

£1,000,000

£200,000+

£1,000,000

~£27m+

~£30m

Business Interests

e Tether / Crypto: Primary source of his wealth. Described as a "crypto billionaire" and

"Tether figure" with deep ties to the stablecoin ecosystem.

Recipient
Reform UK
Reform UK
Reform UK
Nigel Farage (personal)

Boris Johnson / Conservatives (per
The Nerve)

Other UK political donations (per The
Nerve)

UK politics over 6 years

44 Note: Previous total of £1.9m only counted Reform+Farage. The Nerve
investigation (23 May 2026) reveals Harbourne has poured ~£30m into UK
politics overall, including donations to Boris Johnson and broader political
spending.

e Jet fuel brokerage: Former commodities and jet fuel trader before pivoting to crypto. His
company Harbourne Associates Ltd operates in commodity trading.
e Dubai base: Operates from the UAE with complex corporate structures that make tracing

his finances difficult.

Controversies

Russia / Putin Propaganda Links

Multiple investigations have raised concerns about Harbourne's connections:

e Byline Times published a detailed investigation into his Tether links and associations

with pro-Kremlin networks

e The Guardian reported on "serious questions" about the source of his wealth and Russia

links



e RT connection: His name has been linked to RT (Russia Today), the Kremlin-backed
propaganda outlet

e Electoral interference concerns: Questions raised about whether any of his funds
originated from Russian sources, particularly given the UK election security context

Direct Payments to Farage

The revelation that Harbourne gave six-figure sums directly to Nigel Farage personally (not
just the party) sparked widespread criticism and calls for investigation by the Electoral
Commission.

Opaque Corporate Structure

e BBC Panorama noted he "cannot be traced" and operates from Dubai with opaque
business structures

e His non-dom status while donating to a party campaigning on "British values" has drawn
particular criticism

e Electoral Commission reportedly reviewing some donations for potential regulatory
breaches (as of early 2026)

The Nerve Investigation (23 May 2026) — "The
Harbourne Recelpts"

A major new investigation by The Nerve (Charlie Young & Lucia Osborne-Crowley) published 22
May 2026, promoted by Carole Cadwalladr in a viral thread:

Key findings:

e Harbourne has poured £30m into UK politics in 6 years — far more than previously
reported
e Pattern of donation-then-policy: Harbourne's crypto donations consistently preceded
pro-crypto announcements from both Johnson and Farage
o £1m to Johnson — Johnson's pro-crypto policy announcements followed
o £5m to Farage — Farage's crypto enthusiasm "took off 2 months later"
e His wealth is primarily from Tether (USDT), a stablecoin with opaque backing
e The UK's regulatory status on stablecoins has been a focus of policies championed by both
Johnson and Farage

Thread summary (Carole Cadwalladr, @carolecadwalla):



"Christopher Harbourne & his crypto millions are fuelling Britain's far right turn.
First via Johnson & now Farage. It's the great undercovered story of our time."

Sources:

e The Nerve — The Harbourne Receipts (full investigation)

e Carole Cadwalladr's thread on X

Reddit Highlights

Subreddit

r/unitedkingdom

r/GreatBritishMemes

r/FuckNigelFarage

r/FuckNigelFarage

r/DeformUK

r/FuckNigelFarage

Title

"Nigel Farage's £9m
Donor Profits From
Putin Propaganda
Platform While
Holding MoD Stake"

"This is great"
(memes about
Harbourne)

"Christopher
Harbourne has
donated 22 million to
Reform and 5 million
to Farage"

"Reform have
received over 22
million from Thai
Based Crypto
billionaire
Christopher
Harbourne"

"Christopher
Harbourne has not
lived in the UK since
2002 yet he donated
£12million to Reform
uK"

"Harbourne who has
donated 9million to
Reform has a
company that is a jet
fuel broker"

Score

715

577

207

111

25

13

62

243

Comments

Date

Dec 2025

May 2026

May 2026

Mar 2026

Mar 2026

Dec 2025


https://www.thenerve.news/p/investigation-billionaire-christopher-harborne-30m-farage-boris-johnson-reform-brexit-pro-crypto
https://x.com/carolecadwalla/status/2058112900955259168

Source Links

10.

11.

12.

. The Guardian — Revealed: Reform UK donor Christopher Harbourne gave money directly

to Nigel Farage

. The Guardian — Reform UK donor's company linked to multiple election candidates

BBC News — Who is Christopher Harbourne, Reform UK's biggest donor?

Byline Times — Investigation: Christopher Harbourne's Tether Links and Russia

Connections

Bloomberg — The Crypto Billionaire Behind Reform UK's Rise

. The Times — Christopher Harbourne: the crypto trader who bankrolled Farage's Reform

UK

. The i Paper — Reform UK donor: Who is Christopher Harbourne and where does his money

come from?

. Sky News — Reform UK donations: Who are the donors bankrolling the party?

Full Fact — Reform UK donor Christopher Harbourne - what we know

The Independent — Reform UK donor Christopher Harbourne: What we know about the

crypto billionaire

Daily Mail — Meet Christopher Harbourne, the crypto trader who has given Reform UK
£1.9m

The Nerve — The Harbourne Receipts: £30m, Johnson, Farage, and crypto

Key Takeaways

Different person from the 2024 stabbing case — this one is a 55yo crypto billionaire in
Dubai

Poured ~£30m into UK politics over 6 years — far more than the £1.9m previously
reported (The Nerve, May 2026)

Pattern of quid-pro-quo — donations to Johnson and Farage consistently preceded pro-
crypto policy announcements from both

Paid Farage directly — six figures went to Farage personally, not just the party
Tether fortune — made his money in crypto (USDT) and jet fuel brokerage

Russia questions — Byline Times / Guardian investigations flagged RT and pro-Kremlin
links

Opaque structures — Dubai base, complex corporate entities, "cannot be traced" per
BBC Panorama

2026 scrutiny ongoing — Electoral Commission reviewing donations


https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/mar/11/reform-uk-donor-christopher-harbourne-money-nigel-farage
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/mar/11/reform-uk-donor-christopher-harbourne-money-nigel-farage
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/jun/18/reform-uk-donor-company-linked-election-candidates-harbourne
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2030v98e7jo
https://bylinetimes.com/2025/03/11/reform-uk-donor-christopher-harbourne-tether-russia/
https://bylinetimes.com/2025/03/11/reform-uk-donor-christopher-harbourne-tether-russia/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-06-12/the-crypto-billionaire-behind-reform-uk-s-rise
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/christopher-harbourne-crypto-trader-reform-uk-farage-donations-7m6twx5sw
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/christopher-harbourne-crypto-trader-reform-uk-farage-donations-7m6twx5sw
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/reform-uk-donor-who-is-christopher-harbourne-money-3762770
https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/reform-uk-donor-who-is-christopher-harbourne-money-3762770
https://news.sky.com/story/reform-uk-donations-who-are-the-conservative-and-labour-donors-bankrolling-the-party-13324249
https://fullfact.org/news/reform-uk-donor-christopher-harbourne-what-we-know/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/christopher-harbourne-reform-uk-donor-b2716975.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/christopher-harbourne-reform-uk-donor-b2716975.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14114753/Christopher-Harbourne-crypto-trader-Reform-UK.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14114753/Christopher-Harbourne-crypto-trader-Reform-UK.html
https://www.thenerve.news/p/investigation-billionaire-christopher-harborne-30m-farage-boris-johnson-reform-brexit-pro-crypto

